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FEAR & LOAFING

STREET SENSE

Disco
inferno

They're gone.

‘The disco records arc finally gone,

Today, at our annual garage sale,
1 sold my last surviving disco al-

- bums for a quarter ecach., Every
spring for 12 years, I've lugged Don-
na Summer, Gloria Gaynor and The

+ Village People out of the basement,
hoping some troglodyte in.a white

+* suit with lapels wide cnough to land
a jet on wauld show up for them.

. How did I come to own this caliec-

- tlon?

Even now, over a decade later, it's

» hard to admit — I worked nsa DJ at

- the local discotheque. (Don't laugh,

- you veare there, too. I remember
your zodlac medalllon.}

Back In 1979, things were, well, a
little slow in the advertising world.
Execulives found their desks out in
the parking lot. Copywrlters went

«' from pushing pencils to selting pen-

- eils overnight,

+  To augment our [ncomes, lots of

»'ug ad guys teak part-time Jobs, I de-

* cided to make it show biz — the arca

* of show biz that requlred no skllls
other than dodging (lying bottles.

PART SOCIAL dircctor and part

- psychologist, T matched the music
_ and lights to the pulse of the crowd.
- My job was to make them dance un.
« tlt their kneecaps exploded and their
-tendons flew apart and they bought

dozens of expensive drinks to case

‘the patn.

1 )mle to brag, but I worked In one

" of the classler clubs In town. Styled
~, after Studlo 54 In New York, we
. were very sclective in our ellentel,
" The doorman hand-picked the erowd

according (o a strict pecklng order:
. Celebrlties were admitted first.

Then came international ]etscllcrs
. and [flnancial tycoons. Flnally, a

, smattering of artists, models and

“ fashlon mavens were  sprinkled

* about for atmosphere.

Unfortunately, since this was
Michigan and not Manhattan, only
nine people made it Inside.

As (ime went on, the screening
system was loosened slightly to In-
clude hunchbacks, the criminally in.
sane and elog dancers from the Wis-
consin Dells, On Wednesdays, there
was no cover charge for farm anl-

mals.

The first documented outbreak of
disco was in Paris. It was then
sprend to the East Coast by airline
pilats, By the time a vaccine was
found, “Saturday Night Fever" had
infected the Midwest,

I saw this cultural shift as a new

Karl Nilsson .

art form, a second Renalssance, a
way to draw the human spirit up-
ward . . . In other wards, It looked
ltke an easy way 10 muke money and
meet girls.

[ CAREFULLY selected my outfit
for total disco tmpact:

@ Flared pants of no-nonsense pe-
trolcum, low In the waist and
tallored te break just above the an-
kles,

# Sex machine body suit, tapered
fit, long pointy collars and unbul-
toned to the navel.

© Mucho macho jewelry — The
open shirt revealed a subtie hint of
Jjewelry. By that I mean the same dl-
ameter chains used at tractor pulls
to drag crushed cars around, only
plated in gold and worn in tasteful
groupings of 47 at a tim

® Get-down, get-with-it  plat-
forms — More like stilts than shoes,
these ego boosters came with bal-
ance poles. If you fell down, you had
to call road service to get back on
your feet.

By wearing earplugs, I could limit
the hearing ltoss. By secretly reading
books, I could limit the brain dam-
age. By locking myself in the booth, I
could even avoid getting beat up.

But the onc hazard 1 couldn't
avoid was the choking smoke. Five
hours in a nightclub was like work-
ing Inslde a Weber grill.

[ KNEW THE smoke was painful,
but I never suspected it was danger-
ous untll the fumes from my shirt
killed the parakeet. Today, the EPA
ranks “seccond-hand" clgaretie
smoke rlght up there with radon gas
as a Class A carclnogen.

Fortunately, dlisco fizzled out be-
fore my lungs did.

Incldentally, I've kept the shoes.
They're great for cleaning the
gutters without a ladder. And in hon-
or of Earth Day, I'm taking the po-
lyester pants to the recycling center.
‘They still smell like smoke, but I
hear they can be made into plastic
mitk jugs.

So don't be surprised if one morn-
ing your breakfast cereal swl(chcs
from “snap, crackle and pop

“stayin’ alive, stayin' allve .

Our intrepid Street Scene reporter is always looking for the
unusual and welcomes comments and suggestions from
readers and entreprencurs. Send those to this columst in care
of this newspaper, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonin 48150, or call
59!-2.’!00 Ext.313

Collectible couple
Sir Robert (the distinguished looking rabbit) and Lady
Ashley (the feline beauty), officlal residents of Lon.

donshire, are among a

Birmingham. $64.85 each,

Bloomin’
baggies

A creative alternative to the
traditional “dozen of roses”

filled with assorted potted
plants such as gardenias,
tulipe, hyacinths, combined
with forsythla, pussywillow
and other follage. Choose
_.from several themes: orien-
tal, romantic, contemporary
ri¥ictorian themes. Atford-
. able'Flowers, 1820 S, Wood-
.ward, Birmingham. .

of
bles availnble at the Golden Pond, 730 N. Woodward,

could be this designor bag -

Solve problem intelligently

To the readers:
This letter refers to a previous
tetter from worried parents per-
taining to their daughter being
scapegoated at school. The advice
this column was to look deeply
to the problem before deciding
Jurther course of action.
Barbara

Dear Barbara Schiff,

Your sad and demented advice to
G.A. about her tormented daughter
reminded me of the cxact some
problem I had at 11. I was glven the
same kind of talk. [ was so ashamed
of mysell that I had “lct” this hap-
pen to me that T never told my par-
ents until I lterally couldn't take it
anymore.

I was falllng apart — not from
punches and blows — but from helng

degraded day after dny. Then my
parcnis (nlked with my tcacher and
the princlpal — which got me more
embarrassed.

‘The I get the fdea that 1 wos
pleked on beenuse I was "withdrawn
and quict,” as if I wasn't mysell,
none of it would have happened —
allof which is b.s.

My advice to G.A's daughter?
Stand up for yoursell. Get really
mad at thls gir! and call her every
name in the book. Most important do
it In front of (ke wholc class, Ske kas
o right to treat you lke this.

It will be really scary dolng this, 1
know. It's a hard thing to do. But I'l]
bet all my money that once you show
everyone that you're not golng to
take it anymore, o lot of kids will
atand up for you! And you're golng to
feel a lat bester. Just do it. You have

nathing (o lose and everything to
gain,

In the words of (he immortal Da.
vid Lee Roth: “Stand up! The more
you do it, the less you fall down."

Dear No Name,

1 don't know if you are a boy or a
girl. Either way, the response Is the
same.

I hope that as you go through life
you will learn from your experiences
that there are more crcative solu-
tions to llfe’s problems then getting
angry and denouncing other people.

1f gotting angry Is the first step on
the road to becoming an tntelligent
problem solver, then [ applaud you
and anticlpate that you will make
furiher progress In your develop-
ment.

Barbara

Barbara Schif!

If you have a question or com-
ment for Rarbara Schiff, u
trained  therapist and  expe
enced counselo, nd it to Stre
Sense at 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
wia 48150,

To park,
not park
your car

Conlinued from Page 1
some 15 lots in the metropolitan
area and services private customers,
He loves his job amd believes te
makes a comfortable income. de-
pending on the assignment. A recep-
tion for Presldent Nixon s his most
memorable event.

“HE SPOKE AT the Detroit Eco-
nomlc Club and a receptlon followed
at Max Fisher's home,” he said,
“There were only 20 people talking
with him and he was autographing
his new book.™

Besides the hourly wage, which s
usualty more than the minlmum,
there are the all Important tips —
that is if he doesn't get “stiffed.”
Even though a dellar is most com-
mon, Zager's largest tip was $100, If
he works a private party, he may
walk away with a bottle of cham-
pagne or liquor as a glft from a
pleased customer In addition to his
tlps, which can range belween $15
and $80.

But v:xlcl parking like other occu-
patlons has lts rough times. Once,
while warklng a party where a chim-
ney fire started and sprcad rapld
through the house, Zager and the
other attendants had to move quick-
1y — the cars, that is.

“'We had to move 50-100 cars In a
few minutes so the firemen could get
through,” he said.

Zager added that it's “almost cus-
tomary" for the host to come out and
tell the valets if a guest has had teo
much to drink and an alternate way
home s belng provided,

“Tom Schoenith is very sensitive
about tettlng peaple drlve home
drunk,” he sald. “He always pays for
the cab ride or flnds someone to take
that person home,

“I've_even taken a few people
home. Sometimes, the person be-
comes vlolent because you have his
car and It's his§ property.”

Zager's boss, Brian Albertsen, sald
that working outslde tn the elements
1s the hardest part of the job.

“WHEN IT RAINS, you get a lot
of peeple who normally don't use the
valet service,” sald the Livonla resi-
dent. “That's not your best tlipping
situation and you 80| home soaked at
the end of the night.”

Lynda Starkey, a 25-year.old
Michlgan State Unlversity student, is
employed by Charley’s Crab Restau-
rant in Troy. A forestry major, Star-
key's only complaint is “frozen fIn-
gers.” But she’s still happy to be out-
side . , . Now, being a female valet,
well, that's another matter,

“Men ask me if I'm old cnough to -

drive or make commenis like ‘Do
you know how to drive a siick
shift?' * she sald. “They call me hon-
ey or dear; they don't treat men like
that. But It's no big deal.”

Starkey has found that tips are
better, “if you're a female.”

“I attend MSU and sometimes, if a
customer went to MSU, he'll tip a 1it-
tte higher. . .that’s if F get a chance
to tell him,” she said,

IN THE LONG run, this occupa-'

tion has its “allractive” moments
despile the elements, As valet Luke
Lukaslk puts it,~It's a hell of a lot of
fun; you meet people, make a lot of
money and It's great exerclse. I'm
not golng to do this all my life but I

like mccllng girls and :Luylng in -

shape,

Lukasik. who warks (m.- night
spots llke Clubland, Taboo and the
Landsdowne, safd that ene evenlng
he went to open the door of a car full
‘of young women. In the process of
helping them out of the vehicle, they
pulled him inside.

“They were kissing me and grab-
bing me,” he aald, “The other valets
told me to go with them for awhile.

“It happens all the time, You just
got to cope with 1t.”

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/stall photographer

According 1o customers, Larry Wells deserves a hug because
he's a “great guy” and “gives" exccllcn! service at Norlhlnnd s

volet parking area.
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