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C’ville hopefuls discuss non-college-bound needs

By Marle Chestnoy
statl writer ‘We pay the fourth
largest property tax in

Two candldates for the Clarence-

ville Board of Education belleve that ~ the LS, and there’s no

Mhhw!s should pay more attention to  peed for that. It doesn't

the non-college dound high school  pape sense, and !
“ﬁlg need uu; 'Lnuwl dwhal‘sd going  don’t like things that

on ln the working world,” sald Dan-  gjop’t make sense.

lel Morrison, an Antago Street resi-

dent who's served on the board for  Something has to be

lﬁl Ivea%ﬂegc'? no:d all goimlzh to  done because we can

college. They ne an cducation that

has a practical application to life.” an’! pay so m"c:;‘
George Empey, who's challenging We're 1 0,' cing re rees

mm Meorrison and Linda nranaeg- out of Livonia. Volers

for a four-year-term on the

board, specifically laid out the way slu;ul‘d ’,"Bke,ph‘,me

high schools can help the lege calls to g

bound student., — George Empey

“We tell kids they have to go to
college or they're a failure,” sald
Empey, a teacher in Brighton Public
Schools, “That's not true, There's a
lot of jobs that don't require a col-
lege educatlon but there’s a stigma
attached if they don't go.

“There's a tremendous amount of
technical jobs we're not preparing
our kids for and that’s leaving a gap
In our soclety, There's many bigh
paying jobs that don't require a col-
lege degree. We need to implement
technlcal education programs which
encom) the board principals of
math, sclence and shap, so that when
“students go out Into the world they
can it In at both General Motors and

General Electric.

ALL THREE school beard candl-
dates met face lo face recently in &
round table discussion in the Observ-
er offices of educational issues.

‘Two of the three candldates will
win four-year terms In the Monday,
June 11, annual school election.

Also on the ballot will be a
Headlee walver, wherein voters will
be asked to let the district kecp its
operational levy at 41,4 mills, rather
than drop it to 41.225 as the Headlee
Amendment requires because prop-

erty values have risen faster than
the rate of inflation.

All three candidates back the dls-
trict’s quest for the Headlee waiver.

1f approved, Brandemihl sald the
walver wiil cost Clarenceville tax-
payers about $6 per year. :

With Clarenceville just one year
out-of-formula, Morrison said the
distriet needed (he waiver fo stay {n
“goad financial condition.”

“"We need the override this year or
we'll have to go Into our fund
equity,” Morrison sald.

The district needs to pass the
walver, Empey sald, because the
state has not yet done anything to
glve taxpayers property tax relief,

“We pay the fourth largest proper-
ty tax in the U.S, and there's no need
for that” Empey said, “It docsn't
make sense, and I don't like things
that don't make sense. Something
has to be done because we can only
pay 5o much. We're forcing retirees
out of Livonla, Voters should make
phone calls to Lansing.”

IF THE district got some unex-
pected extra money to spend, say
$800,000, Brandemlh] said she would
sink some of It into paying for coun-

selors in the district's two elementa-

ry schoo!

“Students have changed,” sald
Brandemib), a homemaker. “Too
many are coming to us with prob-
lems, and that puts too much respon.
sibility on the teachers’ shoulders.
We need to identify and address
these problems early on. We also
need to get parents to take on more
of this responsibllity.”

None of the candidates favored
giving the uncxpected windfall back
to the taxpapyers unless the district
dldn’t need it.

“Maybe part of it could be re-
turned,” sald Morrison, who works
as an Insurance adjuster, “Voters in
Clarenceville are gencrous to a
fault. We always gel what we ask
for.

“If we don’t need It, we should
glve It back,” Empey sald. “We can
always [lnd ways to spend moncy,
But if we need it, we should use it.”

Brandemih) agreed. “But prove to
me we don't need it."

After four terms on the board,
Morrison sald he was toylng with the
1dea of not running agaln,

“Then I decided, there are some
exciiing tmes abead, now that the
district has gone out of formula, I
sce a chance to do things we haven't
done before.”

Brandemih] ticked off a list of
good things the district has done In
the past four years — reopened li-
brarfes, reduced class size, a latch
key program, a $10,000 gift to cach

00,

Empey sald be is oot a candidate
because he disagrees with the way
the distriet Is run.

“Clarenceville is doing a great job,
but we can’t run on that. We have to
keep moving on, and stay current
with our soclety and the world we
live in. We bave to make our stu.
dents moare competilive with other
nations, because Lhis Is a global socl-
ety
’échool board members earn $25
for each board meeting they attend.

Brandemihl

Linda Brandemihl is a graduate
of Clarenceville schools, A 33-year
resldent of Clarenceville, she at.
tended the Unlversity of Michigan.
She s a homemaker.

In her first term on the

George
Empey

Geerge Empey attended Bats-
ford Elementary, Clarenceville
middle and high schools, School-
craft College and Eastera Michl-
gan Unlversity, where he earned a
master’s degree in educatlon and

two cer

<l ille Board of
she has served as treasurer, vice-
president and president,

She has been an actlve volunteer
in the distrlct for nine years. Dur-
ing that time, she has been a mem-
ber of Friends of Grandvlew, and is
a member of the Clarenceville
Middle School Parent Group,

She s a test administrator for
the developmental kindergarten
program and Is involved in a varies
ty of student-related activities.

She has served on the Middle
Schiool Planning Committee, the
High School Attendance Commit-
tee and Livenla Youth Commls-
slon's scholarship selectlon com-
mittee.

He served a year in Vietnam and
is 0 member of the VFW Post 3941.
Before golng Into teaching, he
worked In automotive research and
development.

He taught in the Warren Consoli-
dated Schools before taking a
teaching position with the Brighton
Public Schools, where he has
taught for 15 years.

He also has taught at Schooleraft
Cotlege and Is serving on a com-
mittee to develop a technology edu-
cation curricelum for Livingston
County.

A member of the Sports Car Club
of America, he races in a trans-am
class, With his son he is buildlng a
log cabin in the Cadillac area.

Daniel
Morrison

Danlel Morrisen hag lived In the
Clarencevllle Schoot District since
1957, He has served four terms on
the schoo) board, serving in all of-
flees. He Is currently the board's
secretary.

For 16 years, Morrison has been
an [nsurance adjuster for the Great
American Insurance Co. of Troy.
He has worked in the field of insur-
ance for 35 years.

Morrison'and wife Sharon serve
as foster parents for Cathollc So-
clal Services, He has elght biologi-
cal chitdren and one adopted child,
who was formerly a foster child.

He is a founding member of St
Priscilla Catholle Church, where he
has served on the administration
and finance committee and as a
tector and mintster.

Hls hobbles are gardening, flsh-
ing, bowling, reading and musle,

Hills manager focuses
on tree removal facts

Continued from Page 1
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Work was stopped at the site Aprid 27,
after city staff learncd that procedures
were not followed, A grading permit was
subsequently Issued and work resumed

April 30,

The developer “didn't have a tree per-
mit for what was cut down. It was my po-
sitfon not to Issue a tree permit after the

fact,” Countegan sald,

Some cily officlals malntain that a lot
of the dispute stems from the dlfferences
In terminology used by city staff and ad-

trees of 12-14 es In

entrance, sald Mark

Farmington Hills.

Group marketing director.
- O’ :

p to p

with 400-500 shrubs, flowering plants and

inch dlamcter for the

arca where trees and brush have been re.

moved for a retention pond and boulevard
Freedman

o
lectlve Group development company of
“'We're spendlng lots of money to make

that beautiful, I think It's time to pul this
to rest,” said Ellen Whiteffeld,

the Se-

Selective

clty eouncll

and
restdents. Clty adminlstrators maintain
that the development 15 well planned.

for a natural beauty road,

that the slte looks ‘‘naked,” particularly

Planning commissioners walked the site But city offlcials argue that if the site
befare any site approvals were given. had been developed as a subdlvision
The year-old tree protection ordinance  rather than cluster houslng, far more
requires a tree survey and a tree permit. trees would have to be cut. Tree surveys
“I know It looks terrible along the fron-  and tree permits will be required for each
tage. I know It's nothing any of us have  of the 73 cluster houses, Countegan safd,
wanled. And I've been Jeaning on the de- Still, many residents continue to blame
veloper as well, But the Integrity of the  clty administrators and staff for the tree
trees that were to be saved — the most  removals.
desirable trees — have been saved,” Cos-

K RANDY EDRETI‘!A"mlnglwhu
Oxford Place development. Developers are beginning

to landscape the area where trees and vegetation
were removed.

Council debates Oxford Place

This is the site on Drake where residents and some
council members are upset with the removal of trees
to make way for a retention pond and entrance to the

lick said. “I THINK it {3 Important to note that
certainly the ety councli is not to blame
BUT FOX said that may not be the for this matter. . . But certainly elty offi- By Joanne Mallazewsk| minute, we've got & problem.’ " ’ trailer on the site is too close to the road
heart of the Issue. clals are and I think the people mporasl; slafl writer o Lawrence Lichiman: He sald resl- and should be checked to ensure it meets
aon .

ble ought to be held
think corrective measures and/or punitive
aclléuns ought to be taken,” Notorianni
sald.

Councllman Lawrence Lichtman
disa, . 1 think it's improper to allow
the clty administration to be as a
scapegoat when the developer has acted in
"fomrdd'mm with what the statf has re-

uired.”

Fox reminded administrators that the
clty also bas a natural beauty road ordi-
nance requlring protection of natural
vegetation along the right-of-way. “What
we have lost is the integrity of a natural
beauty road,” she sald.

Hills moratorium stays — for now

*To not lift the moratorium at this
time makes a tot of sense,” sald In-
dependence Hills subdivision resi-
dent Brenda Kandt, spokeswoman

“'H our ordinances which (city manager)
Mr. (Wiltlam) Costick sald everybody has
observed result in something like this,
which Is not really the inteat of the eity —
to denude our major procedures, the ordi-
nance or the way they are interpreted,”
Tox sald. .

The clty council reviewed the Oxford
Place site plan and approved It Feb. 20,
199, Only one Drake Read resident spoke
at the public hearing, according to clty

" council minutes. Notlces of the hearing
were malled to residents within 300 fect of
the afte, But that would not have included
r’ulduu in the Old Homestead subdlvi-
sion.

dents’ letters should get a response, includ.
ing that city staff has been “properly polic-
ing what's been happening on that slte.”,

® 'Aldo Vagnozal: “The bulldozer is
mightler than the pen used to write the tree
ordinance.” He added:"What we approved
was a schematle drawing that looked beau-
v.l!ulI1 ,wilh lots of trees all along Drake

oad,”

setback requirements.

® Jonathan Grant: “There have been 160 :
many {mplications already. There are too
many doubts out there, We shouldn't be dis-
cussing thls at this level without the factsin *
front of us.” He suggested preparation of
the chronology of events that led to the con-
tinulng dispute, .

® Nancy Bates: She told residents the de-
velopment will be beautiful when complete. .

® City Manager Willlam Costick: “We're
going to do everything we can to pressrve
that slte and I truly belleve . . . that when ©
1t's done, It's going to be beautiful, It’s golng
to look nice.”

Heated discussion about tree removal for
the Oxford Place development on Drake,
south of 1-698, at the Farmington Hills Clty
Council meeting May 14 brought a mixed
bag of councll opinfons:

® Mayor Jean Fox: She said the area
where trees were removed for Oxford
Place's retentlon pond reminded her of the
beach at Anzlo alter (Gen.) Tke (Elsenhow-
er) landed American troops In 1942,

She added that during the review process
for the development, “somebody should
kave had the judgment to put (hese diverse
objectives together or to have brought them
back to the council and say, ‘Hey, wait o

® Terry Sever; “I belleve the Integrity
should be there of our ordinances.” He said
he believes things will correct themselves,
though If ordinances have been violated, the
developer should be ticketed,

Sever agreed with residents that a sales

Hills festival offers
lure of "90 Corvette

"+ Continued from Page 1
Southfield developer Melvin Kat-

'My problem is that I think it’s

tan, who was unavailable for com-
ment Friday, owns the 14.5 acres im-
medlately south of Hillside Estates
Condominiums, north of Indoplex
Clrcle. He Is still awalting consldera-
ton of his rezoning request.

THE AD HOC committee's report,
presented to the city counctl May 14,
offers observations and findings,
such as not allowing Industrial land-
fills and inclnerators and biological
Inborateries engaging in genetlc re.
search, "

18

irresponsible to have this issue

hanging in limbo.

— Lawrence Lichtman
city councilman

*. . . the IRO ordinanco is not po-
tentlally more harmiul to nearby
residents than tho light industrial or-
dinance, The continuing use of both
ordlnances is acceptable and predi-
cated on the nced for new permit

The report also
city's IRO district with similar zones
n other suburbs, such as Troy. Cer-
taln types of activities allowed here

and an Inspec.

tion program by the fire depart-
ment,” according to the report.

Councl! members preferred to

walt until some changes In the IRO

district —~ If also not In. others, -

where toxic and hazardous materials
may be used — belore considering
lifting the moratorium. .
“There Is no doubt In my milnd
there are jtems In the IRO dealgna.

-on its merits, ho sald.

tion that should not be In there,”
councliman Terry Sever sald,

Councilman Alde Vagnorzl and
councllwoman Nancy Bates said the
moratorium should stay in effect un.
U] Interested residents can partlel-
pate in any discussion.

“T am just flabbergasted,” Vag-
nozai sald. “The least we can do if
we're consldering lifting It is to noti-
fythem it's coming up.”

LICHTMAN ARGUED that lifting
the oratorium would not necessari-
ly result In more IRO development.
Each development would be judged

for residents concerned about the
use of loxic and hazardous materials
In TRO zones, “I would like to ask
again that IRO is rewritten.”

Lichtman sald he thought it funny

that while the councl! said jt dldn't
have enough information Lo it the

thought they had enough Information
to want to rewrite the ordinance.

“I think we should stand up to the
mark and have the guts — to cut the
crap,” Lichtman said.

‘The IRO dispute began with a 1968
IRC-related  zonlng ordlnance

amendment allowing city planners .
land uses, bolda -

to review proposed

public hearing and Impose special
conditlons such as greater buffers,
helght restrictions and land use con-
trols to keep out toxic chemicals,
1RO zones are allowed next to multl.
fle'" mily zones but not single-faml-
ly.

Continued from Page 1

val," sald Jody Soronen, chamber
executlve director. “The money
will cover entertainment, printing
?nd publicity efforts, to name a
ow."

The chamber of commerce has
awarded four Corvettes since they
began running the Corvette Foun-
ders  Festlval raffle In 1086,
“Sometimes our winners end up
trading In their car to get the cash,
though last year’s winner, Jeff
Brownlee, ended up trading in the
car and upgrading (o & Corvetle
convertible,” sald Soronen .

JEFF BROWNLEE, a Howcll
d‘mldel;lt, heard about m' Corvelte
rawing through 0os o oy-
ecs at Mid Ametica 'l‘nmhsllogs
lowell, “The oddl wero too good

to pass up,” aaid Brownlee who
bought two $100 tickets, “Sure, it
cost more money to get into the
raffle, but the way I look at it, the
odds are a lot hetter than playing
the dally lotto.”

Brownlee seems to have an al-’
fection for Corvetie drawings —
lnst year was the second year he
bet on the festival drawling. He kas
also bought tickets in the Brighton
Corvette raffle for the past four

13,

years.
“The odds have been much bet.
ter in the Farmington raffle,” be
year, Fi was
and Brighton was
1,300:1, T'll definitely be participat.

ing in the Founders Festival raffle ;

agaln this year.”
This year, a maximum of 850
tickets will be sold.

t



