Judge strives
for easy mood
in courtroom

By C.L. Ruganateln
statf writer

A very large gavel, with a handle
as long as a yardstick, sits atop a
bookeuse in Qakland Circuit Court
Judge Edward Sosnick's offlce.

A deterrent for hard core cone
lﬂrnpl of court cases?

0.

“I used it when 1 talked tv kids
about the Conslitution (two years
ago),” Sosnick said.

1t was part of a special program
Sosnlck developed for schools for the
Constitution’s bicentennial celebra-
tion

Dressed In his black judge's robe
and carrying the huge gavel, Sosnick
entered the classrooms as Igor the
Great from Outer Slobovia,

Dividing the class into two groups
— one llke a dictatorshlp, and one a
democracy, he conducted a mock tri-
al to teach children about the value
of thelr constltutlonal rights.

It's just one of the ways Sosnick
has tried to take the austerity out of
taw, and make the courtroom “mote
comfortable™ for average citizens
who appear before him.

“I TRY TO create a dignlfied but
comfortable atmosphere, where peo-
ple can {eel more at case.”

He uses humor a lot, he said.

Like the time a divorcing couple
were fighting over who would get a
certaln rug.

He asked them to describe the rug.
When they did, he said, “Well, If nel-
ther of you want It, can I have [t2"

SOSNICK TRLES to hear between
the Jines — The things feuding
spouses and unhappy children are
saylng without putting them into
words.

“One of the key things Is you have
to listen, listen, listen. And then
when you feel llke you can't stand It
any longer you have to listen some
more.”

Partleularly In cases of divoree,
where people need to vent feelings.

“When they're arguing about pots
and pans, they're not really arguing
about pots and pans. It’s only the tip
of the iceberg.”

HIS CONCERN with divorce and
its effects broadened when he won
election to the circuit court in 1988,
But his Interest In families, children
and the problems that disrupt them
began long before.

While on the 48th District beneh,
Sosnick helped develop the SOAP
program ~ Significant Others
Awareness Program for alcohol
abusers and thelr spouses or other
significant people In thelr lives.

He's now concentrating un making
dlvoree a livable and less painfut ex-
perience for chlldren.

IN MARCH he helped kick off a
couperative program between the
clreuit court and Oakland Friend of
the Court office.

He was co-founder with Birming-
ham attorney Richard Victor of
SMILE — Start Making It Livable
for Everyone.

It's an educational workshop o

provide divorcing parents with Infor-
‘mation to help their children survive
the trauma of dlvorce, (See related
story.)
“The couris deal with the offend-
er, but not the whote family. The
best way 1o protect the publie is to
get the whole family in shape.”

HIS CONCERN for children goes
back to his college begtnnings,

Sosnick grew up In Detroit, gradu-
atlng from Mumford High School.

‘When they're arguing
about pots and pans,
they’re not reaily
arguiny about pots and
pans. it's only the tip of
the iceberg.’

— Judge Edward Sosnick

He planned at first to be a doctor,
then a teacher after two years at the
University of Michigan. However.
alter transferring to Wayne State
University, he decided hls skills
were in communicatlons, so he de-
cided to be a lawyer.

He worked as a vlilage, townshlp
and city attorney before belng re-
cruited by former Qakland County
prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson for
his staff.

He then served four years on the
48th Distriet Court bench, flrst elect-
ed despite a drunk driving arrest to
which he promptly pleaded guilty
and went through treatment.

HIS FIRST case was the national-
1y known King Boots trial, In which a
champlon sheepdog was accused of
fatally mavllng an elderly woman.

Solomon-llke, Sosnlck gave the
owners a cholce; They could neuter
the dog, have Its teeth pulled and
keep it confined — or have it put to
sleep.

The owners chose the former, but
the dog died a year later, Sosnlck

soid.
“I hope they didn’t blame me,” he
sald.
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SMILE aims at
divorce

‘liveable’

By Kalle Maple McBride
speclal wriler

Jenny was a fun-loving 4-year-
old until her parents divorced. Her
father moved awny from home and
each time she visited him, he ar-
gued with her mother.

Jenny blamed herself for their
anger and fearcd both parents
would abandon her. She clung lo
her mother when she left her at
:3 school, and began wetting her

Such sad scenaros are more and
more common today, with half of
the marriages in the Unlted States
ending in diverce, A new program
sponsored by the Oakland County
Circult Court hopes to reduce the
trauma of divorce for children by
educating their parents.

Called "Start Making It Liveable
for Everyone” (SMILE), the pro-
gram s a first for Michigan and
only the second to be offered in the
nation. The two-hour workshop is
belng held monthly for dlvorced
parents wilh minor children in
Oakland County. -

“How children do after divorce
depends, to a large degree, on how
thelr parents behave, and their par-
ents' attitudes toward each other,”
explained Judge Edward Sosalck of
the Oakland County Clreuit Court.

SO SOSNICK jolned forces with
Blrmlngham attorney Richard Vie-
tor to start the SMILE program.
They formed a steering committee
of divorce counselors, psycholo-
gists and representatives of the
Oakland County Frlend of the
Court. last

Richard Victor

“The parents” actions kave a di-
rect effect on chlldren, and no one
has been there to provide guldance.
This program provides that gui-
dance.”

About 50 people attended the
{irst SMILE semtnar the last week
in March, The Initial session was a
pilot program. In the future, as
many as 300 people will be {nvited
to the monthly workshops,

The seminar Included several
presentations on the impact of di-
vorce on chllidren, Paychologists

- and counselors dlscussed the grief

process for divorced parents and
thelr children, the Lmpact of dl-
yorce by developmental stages of
chitdren and what parents can do
to diffuse the cffects of the split

family,
Participants also learned the

ast
the committee of volunteers met
twice & month to plan the program.
° “There are rules for property
splits and custody aplits, but there
aren't any rules for how to deal
with parenting time and tbe other
issues that surface when you get di-
vorced and have children,” Victor

through a vi-
deotaped dialogue between young

people whose parents were dl- .

vorced. The seminar concluded
with a review of the services avail-
able through Oakland County
Friend of the Cour{ and a question-
and-answer period.
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Judge Edward Sosnick uses humor to help creale “a comfortable atmosphere, where people can teel more at ease.”
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Flewer Ball" bra
in beige. Nylon/

14,75 ond 815 each
for 1 or 7; seie 12.30
ond $14 cach for 3 ar
more. 6900°

Ball* Something Else®
tallored brief in beige.
Antron® myloaflyro®
spondex. Imported. 50«
LKL XXE-XXXL, Reg. §7.
Sole 5.25 eoch for Vor 2;

sole 4,90 each for 3 or
moie, 7800

Intimate Apparel. Sole ends
< June 24.

*Total umits aveilable at all
Hudson's stores.

“*Playtex brus ot all stoms
#xzept Amn Arbor, Bartle
Creek, Kaloma00 ond
Meridian,

4
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Vonity Fole* My Fovorits Fontasy™ stretch bra in white.

HNylon/lycro! Mode in USA. 34.36 B, €. Reg. 12.50.
Sale 13.12 ench for 1 or 2; sole 12,25 ench for 3 or more.

S5 LS

Qlga* Shimmarlilies underwire bra in white. Nylon/spandex.
{mparted, mode in USA. 34-36 B, C. Reg. $19. Sale 14,25
or 2; sale 13.30 eoch for 3 or mors. 3480°

Ry

Lily of France* by Dolorss luce steetch bro in white.
Rylon{Lycra® Imported. 34-36 B, C. Reg $18. Sele 12.50
eoch for 1 or 2; 3ale 12.50 ench for 3 er more. 2160°

uys brief in white. Nylon. Made in USA.
h-cut brief. 5.6-7. Reg. 3.33, Sale 2,49
h for 3 or mors. 94607

Vonlty Fair® Rovlssant beief in white. Antron® Il nylon,
Made in USA, 5-6.7, Reg. 4.75. Sale 3.55 wach for ) or 2;
sale 3,32 eoch for 3 or more, 5880 .

Worner's Bright $tripas high-cut briet in white, Also in v-kini
or hipster style. Polyesier. Imported and made in USA, .
567, Reg. 4.83. Sale 3.82 eoch foe 1 or 2; sele 3.38 soch
re. 81007 )

(I : i 5 450 _
Lorruine’s comisole and hatt siig in beige. Antron® 1(] nylon., .
Made in USA, Comisole in 34-36-3B. Reg. $8, Sale $6 vk’
for t oe 2; sale 5.40 sech for 3 or moes, Holl slip S-M-L
Reg. $9. Scla 4,75 each for V'or 2; sede'$ oach for 3 o




