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" tectural thinking is
" moderate-density bulldings are bet-
2 ler. To the Russians they mean a
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Seviet, American architects agree on low-rises

{AP) ~ With the growth of contact
between the United States and Rus-
sia comes a new field of inquiry: the
home.

After generations of dlffering atti-
tudes on housing ~ the Rusian:
bullt high rise

Uy housing.

The Russians also are begtnning to
pay more attentlon to ecologicul
conicerns and to quality of life issues,
which have been animating Amerl-
can debate for years.

. while Americans created suburbia
— {deas seem to be meldlng.
In both countries, the latest archu-
that low-rise,

more humane scale than high rises,
and to Americans they offer a more
to slngie-f

An of photos and draw
ings of recent building projects in
th countries discloses o startling
similarity, despite the vastly dmu
ent systems of building public
construction o the Sovict Unjon and
privnlc development in the Unlted

tates,
“The exhlbit has two goals: to see
what each country is dolng and to

conslder the sueal role ot archlte:
tore,” Tlelzn Papachristou said at
the opening. “It was not a beauty
contest or a comnpetition.”
Papachristou I8 exhibit chafrman
and a member of the Architeets, De-
slgners and Planners for Social Re-
{ADPSR} od
in New York. The shuw is also sup-
ported by the Union of Architeets In
the USS.

EACH COUNTRY selected 31
projects from an original pool of 100
entries for the exhlblt at Knoll De.
sign Center in New York Clty's SoHo

area through the end uf May.

The exhibition shows housing,
warkplaces and public spaces bullt
in the last 10 years, }f the labels —
in bolh English and Russian — had
been Jeft off, it's a good bel that a
casual visltor would find It difflcult
w0 identlly the country of origln jor

. e bulk of the projects.

In both countrles, triangular
torms are used lo vary the boredom
uf tall rectangles. Botl are restoring
old areas by renovaling pleturesque

both countries. The difference is that
In the United States they are likely
(o be 1 homes and olfice bulldings;
in the Soviet Unlon they're used in
public spaces, Including the new
Lenin Square subway statlon in
Yerevan, Arntenia.

Although both countrics seem des:
tined Lo low-rise bulldings In the
long-run, we should not imagine that
the Savlet Unlon skyline will soon be
« carbon copy of the Unlted States
‘The Russlany continue to appr‘t')vn of

ave i

Luxury such as
marble and granlte and decorative
touches such as fountains are used In

liking for massive, high-rise towers
that have falicn out of favor as resi-

dences in the Untens States

1108 18 ONE of the mapor differ.
enees between the Lwu countries, ac
cording te Kenneth Frianpton and
Mildred Schimerte, Ameri
tects who nelped sel
the exmtntlon Anicric
sute vonsideranly nure atte
quiliy of e issues, But
byi aucteas accidest seean W tive

a f1se of e
concerns i the USSH, aceording
to Frampton, u professor at Colum:
bite University's schoat of architec:
ture.
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