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Mo! Triﬂld is inlercslud in moking loud music and wrlllng durkcommentarle: on the human condlﬂnn Put those logmher and Mol

Triflid is an inleresting band.

Mol Triffid: Mystical
and on the dark side

By Larry 0'Connor
statf writer

John Westerman, Shahijdak and
Ball, Lyrles are Serbus' territory.

Though he sits only a few feet
across the table, one has to squint to
see Kurt Serbus of Mol Triffid, Only
part of that can be attridbuted to the
lighting.

A mystical haze seems to surround
the frontman of one of the bands in
this area making the loudest nolse.

As Serbus sits in a darken corner
of Club Heldelberg in Ann Arbor, he
has the aura of a high plains drifter.
Vultures should swirl overhead, tum-
bleweeds ought to be blowing
through the club.

Perhaps Serbus knows something;
he’s Just not letting on. Yes, that's it,
he knows who killed Laura Palmer
on TV's “Twin Peaks.”

"We believe in taking pecks under
rocks,” said Serbus, who speaks In
quiet, measured lones, a contrast to
bis apocalyptic yelps on stage.
“Some bands would like to Ilve under
those rocks or pretend they do. We're
not interested in that."

Mol Trifftd is interested in making
loud musle. Aol Triffld Is also inter-
ested in writlng dark commentaries
on the human conditlon. Put togeth-
er, Mol Triffid Is an interesting band,

With that, a person Is handed a
copy of the band's recently reteased
7-Inch single. The song tltle says it
all - “I Wanna Sec Pretty People
Deoin' Ugly Things.”

ACCORDING TO Serbus, he envi-
sloncd a man fn his living room with
the lights out watching pornography
when writing the number, He cre-
ates the character in the song,
screaming out In glee what tran-
spires on his TV. The scenarlo is
rather pathetic, but It rhymes.

Music is handled by drummer

REVIEWS

‘The afor

the hard drlving, metalish sound, and
hands a tape over to Serbus. Then,
Serbus writes the lnes.

Said Ball, “There’s no way of
knowling how It’s going to be. He Is
responsive to the musie.”

Ball and Sahljdak sit at another
table across from Serbus, When the
subject of Influchces comes up,
Sahijdak mentlons Jiml Hendrix and
then looks aver for Serbus’ approval.

Some have compared Mol Triffid
to Metallica, which band members
disdain. The band formed In Febru-
ary 1989, Westerman, Ball and
Sahijdak jammed together and audi-
tioned a lead singer. Things didn't
work out with the flrst one, so they
asked a friend to joln. Serbus was the
frontman of choice.

Serbus’ talent to rhyme In time is
traced back to his elementary school
days in Brighton.

“WHEN I was in elementary
school, I wrote a lot of poems,” sald
Serbus, who has a bachelor's in fllm
and video from the University of
Michigan, "My proudest moment
was In the flfith grade when they
changed the name of the school from
West Elementary to Lindbom Ele-
mentary after our principal and they
asked me to write a poem about him.

“(Trying to recite a verse) 'He
kisses the knees of those that were
scraped, or something like that.
That's all I remember.

Serbus doesn't connect emotionale
1y with those characters he creates.
He prefers style disguised as sub-
stance,

On stage, Mol Triffld’s style is a
buzz saw of sight and sound. Opening

recently for the San Francisco-based
outfit, The Melvins, the band )it the
wick for an exploslve display with
the burning guitar plece “Quack,
Quack.”

After Ball fires up his gultar
Serbus lets loose with torrent of gut-
teral screeches, He sounds as if his
tortured vocal chords will need a vat
of Listerine to soathe after the show.

The (act Serbus performed a 1%-
hour show the night before at Club
Soda in Kalamazoo make thls night's
performance even more remark-

le.

SERBUS IS only part of Mol Trif-
Hid machlne, Westerman on drums,
Ball on gultar and Sahljdak on bass
create a metal sound as loud as two
garbage trucks scraping bumpers in
a back alley.

The sound Isn't accompanled by a
loak. Unllke many metal outflts, Mol
Triffid Is not a halr band and the
only leather they have Is probably
thelr wallets,

Asthetically, Mol Triffid has
something to offer.

“We do have artistic intentions,”
Ball said. "We are out to make a
well-crafted plece of music.”

Mol Triftld will set out for an East
Coast tour in June, The band's single
Is recelving conslderable air play on
Windsor's CJAM-FM and the Unlver-
sity of Michlgan's WCBN-FM.

Like all bands, the No. 1 priority Is
to get to the top of the hecp. Unlike
many bands, though, its vision is not
always a prelty one.

“We're not a gloom band,”
Sahljdak sald. “We make musle that
makes you think and makes you
laugh."

Mol Triffid will perform on
Tuesday, May 22, at the Blind Pig,
208 S, First, Ann Arbor, For infor-
mation, cail 996-8555.

iN CONCERT

@ GOONSQUAD

Goon Squad will perform on Monday.
May 28, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For Information, call 995-2747.

© BIG CHIEF

Big Chief wlll perform on Tuesday,
May 29, ai the Blind Pig, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For [nformatlon, call 996+

® IODINE RAINCOATS

lodine Ralncoats witl perform on Tuese
day, May 29, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For tnformation, call 995-
pALTR

® JUGGLERS AND THIEVES

Jugglers and Thieves will perform on
Wednesday, May 30, at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First St., Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-8555.

@ JUST BAYNO

Just Say No wil) perform wlih guests,
Forced Anger and Scruffy Tearaways, on
Wednesday, May 30, at Club Heidelberg,
215 N. Maln, Ann Arbor. For information,
call 663-7758.

® ROBB ROY

Rabb Roy wll) per{erm on Wednesday
through Saturday, May 30-June 2, 31 Key
West, 24230 W. Six Mile, Detrolt. For ln»
larmallon <cal) 592-0090.

© THE DIFFERENCE

The Difference wilk perform on Thurs-
day, May 31, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor, For Information, call 995-
217,

© CULT HEROES

Cult Heroes wlll perform on Thursday,
May 31, at the Blind Pig, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor, For Information, call 986
8555,

® VIV AKAULDRER

Yiv Akauldren will pecform with spe-
clal guest, Picasso Trigger, on Thursday,
May 31, at 3-D, 1815 N. Maln, near 12

Mile, Roya) Qak, For Information, call
589-3344.

® HAPPY ACCIDENTS

Happy Accidents wlll perform with
Inga and the Enablers on Friday, June 1,
at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canlff, off
175, For informatlon, call 365-9760.

@ SUGAR MINOTT

Sugar Minott will perform with guests,
Cheis Wayne and Little John, on Friday,
June 1, at Pullum's Place, 6001 Wood-
ward, near Burroughs, Detroit. For infor.
mation, call 831-4188.

@ SUZANNE LANE

Suzanne Lane will perform on Friday
and Saturday, June 1-2, at Bird of Para-
dise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor. For Infor-
matlon, call §62-8310,

© WRATH

Wrath will perform on Friday, June 1,
at Blondles, 21133 W. Seven Mile, Detroit,
For information, call 535-8108.

@ ALLISON'S GHOST

Allison's Ghost  will perform  with
guests, Red C, on Saturday, June 2, at the
Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward, Detrolt.
For informatlon, call 833-985¢ or 833-
9700,

@ SPEAKER'S CORNER

Speaker’s Corner wlll perform on Sat.
urday, June 2, at the Hamtramck Pubd,
2048 Canifl, off 1.75.

® THE JUDDS

‘The Judds will perform with special
guests, Highway 101, on Saturday, June 2,
ai the Pine Knob Muslc Theatre in
Clarkston. Tickets are $20 for pavilion .
and $15 for lawn. For informationm, ezll
§25-0511,

© TRINIDAD YRIPOLY

‘Trinidad Tripo!l Stecl Band will per-
form on Saturday, June 2, at Pullum's
Place, 6001 Woodward, near Burroughs,
Detroit. For Information, call 831-4188.

Sugar Minott
i will perform
with  Chris

Wayne and Lit-
Ale John on Fri-
day, June 1, at
Pullum’s Place
in Detroit.

TOP HITS

LOCAL

Ilerv are the top 10 selling records of

l “Vogue," Madonoa,
2, “Nothing Compares to You,” Slnead
Q'Connor.
3."All 1 Wanna Do, Heart.
Iright,” Janes Jackson,

10. "Whal It Takes," Aerosmithk.

Here are the lop 10 songs recelving air
play on “Detrolt Music Scene,” which is
heard 4-5 p.m. Sundays (repeated 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on wvm FM 20.9.

1.“1 Wanna Love You,” Waysats.
2."Wark,” Babylon Hotel.

, “Elsewhere,” Hi
4.“Lover’s Lane,” Love Kings.
5. “Waste Time," Shoatlsg Clad.
ever a Change,” Viras B 23,
irtie,” Cappa Joe,
'Lazy People," Seesitive Big Gays..
a.m.," Namlog M
10. “Mona Lisa,” Jack lluhlu

BASEBALL’S
GREATEST

HITS Il

— various artists

WAR STORIES
— Apache
Dancers

.\]1._\:‘1( Naavce
e inteh

It's a new scason. . . and a new
baseball compitation album from
the folks at Rhino Records.

“Baseball’s Greatest Hits: Let's
Play I1I" Is a followup to last year's
popular basebal) and music compila-
tlon. But as the 1985 Tigers could
lelI .you, sequels can be dlsappolnt-

fng.

The highlight In No. 2 is Thelma
Houston's sassy “Steal on Home"
the theme from the vastly underrat-
od baseball fitm “Bingo Long's Trav-
eu.nx All Stars and Motor Kings."

‘Thls time, however, pocms, inter-
views and spoken word recitations
(none, thankfully, by George Will)
share equal space with the music,

Tiger fans will be gladdened to
hear the volcs of beloved broadeast-
er Emie Harwell on “The Game for
All'America,” an essay he wrote for
The Sportlnx News somo 35 years
ago. The volce of former Yankees
manager Casey Stengel, cnptumd on
mr: during a Senate hearing, re-

us where a certaln white-

v »

halred wordsmith cnlled Sparky got
most of his materfal

But most of the rest of the materi-
al here is fairly thin, with the excep-
tion of "Heart" from the “Damn
Yankees" soundtrack and Peter,
Paul and Mary's “Right Fleld," writ.
ten from a child's perspective, about
the thrilling moment when the ball
{inally sticks In your glove.

Still, there's room for improve-
ment. Where's the theme from “The
Natural,” where's Jobn Fogerty's
“Centerfleld," where, for that mat-
ter, is Chuck Berry's “Brown Eyed
Handsome Man" {. . . rounding third
and headed for home. . J?

Oh well, wait'll next year,

— Wayne Peal

Tom Durbln and Bernadette Colo-

mine are the most unlikely duct
since Eddle Albert and Eva Gabor
teamed up for “The Theme From
Green Acres.”

Actually, the Durbin-Colomine
combo is like the Albert-Gabor com-
bo In um 1t puts together a down

y boy witha
woman lmm another land. Durbln
sings with a heavy country and west-
ern draw) and Colomine sings mostly
iu a forelgn language that seems to
ch. “I1 est souvent ay Ut* —
thnan:nch right?

Remembering your high school
French classes will come In handy
interpreting many of the ung lyria
and titles like *Je n’ al besol
sonne en Harley Davidson” (I llssed
a person on a Hatley Davidson? I
love a person on a Harley Davidson?
1am a Harley Davidson? . , . Your
translations are welcome).

in sounds like his hero, Hank
Wugnm. He has that same u:lt of

gy-young Ly

4

puberty Indescribable Williams
cateh In hls volee, Why folks, there's
even a song on the album called “1
Dreamed of Hank W

Durbln’s :nﬂing fits slrangely

well with

SONGS3 FOR
DRELLA

— Lou Reed and
John Cale

Depending on the humor you are
in, or the level to which your charity
felease cootalns the
legendary Lou Reed and John Cale
paying respects and tribute to the

and late, Andy Warhol, Or

extends, this

French murmurings. The etd result
sounds something lke Timbuk 3 —
upbent, fresh and full of jangly gul-

The title “War Stores” refers to
the little battles of living that each
person faces, As Durbin puts it In the
title track. One more day, one more
war.”

0dd as it may sound, the strange
mixture of cultures, sounds and
styles on “War Stories” ultimately
works. The muslc is qulrky, original
and, at times, quite beautiful,

— Jill Hamilton

alternatively it contains the legend-
ary ete., ete. exorcising thelr guilt
about losing contact with the afore-
mentioned Mr. Warhol before he

died.

This work was commissioned by
The Brooklyn Academy of Music to
pay tribute to Andy Warbol and
being that be was {nstrumental In
. the rise to fume/Infamy of the Vel- .

Rf::‘c: l;n‘e; 1989 “Ne:g:wk" llbuné
wl e's atmospheric plano an
violin thrown in for good measure,
In this context the music does take a
back seat, although there are some
fine melodles, glven the nature of .
the pmject. the Iyries must com.
mand more attention, -

Here we find the strengths and/or

We listen to Cale/Reed’s Interpre-
tation of the what was going through
Warhol's mind at certain peints in
time and i takes on the fascination

vet Underground, there seemed no- quiring minds,

What they présen!
of both role-p!
. singer playz:

Whmthednwbachol the

times overly senf L ul.‘?gmpl :
over! ar.

Dreila" doea bold a certain fascins-



