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Mercy marevious in regi

Mercy players celebrato thelr victory over ar-
chrival Birmingham Marian in the champlon-

ship game of the Troy Athens soccer regional.

Farmington catches CC
in district championship

By Brad Emons
statf writer

Tralling 7-1 in the bottom of the
sixth, Farmlngton High was definite-
1y behlad the elght-ball during Satur-
day’s Class A district baseball cham-
plonship at Southfictd.

But Mark Vellueel, Farmington's
No. 8 hitter, belted a clutch two-run
double and elght was just enough for
the Falcons, who made a rousing
comeback to stun Redferd Catholic
Central, the Catholic League A-B Di-
vision champs, 8-7.

“Just before he (Vellucel) stepped
up be sald, ‘Coach, I fecl real confi-
dent,”” recalled Farmington coach
Kevin Kansman.

Witk a sudden burst of raln threat-
ening to balt play, the left-banded
hitting Vellucl delivered a shot to the
base of the Jeft fleld fence off CC re-
Yever Steve Ross, scoring Erie Mil-
ler, who had singled, and Brian Vic-
chio, who had doubled.

“I knew the wind was blowing
out,” Vellucel said, “The plich was
on the oulalde of ke plate — I be-
lieve it was a curve — and [ just de-
cided to go with the pitch. My powcr
B to u:e oppasite fleld anyway. 1
new 1 could pop it out. It was just
an unbelievable feeling.”

THE FALCONS, who ron their
overall record to 21-8, mobbed u\ch

ace Steve Bozyk, who had given up
only four hits and onc run over the
flrst tlve innings.

Milter started the rally with a gin-
gle. Viechlo, who was plnch hitting,
and Vellucci, each drew walks.

With the bascs loaded, Bozyk
plunked plnch-bitter Eric Menser,
forcing home a run. P.J. Green then
delivered a bloop two-run double
dawn the left-field line, cutting the
deflclt to 7-4.

That brought Ross, the wianing
pitcher in the semifinals agalnst
Livonia Churchlll (11-5), out of the
bullpen.

Green scored on a groundout and
Chris Schmid, the winning pitcher,
helped his own cause with an RBI
single, making it a one-run deflelt.

“BOYZK PITCHED a good game,
but be bad a little wlldnm." sald CC
coach John Salter, whose team
bowed at 22-10, “Maybe he got a Lt-

e threw roughly 120
pl!chu We just told Ross to throw
strikes, but we gave them Iife in the
sixth,”

Miller raced In from third on a
passed ball in the second inning to
glve the Falcons a 1-0 lead, but CC
got a run back in the third when Bo-
zyk scored on a fielder’s chalce.

CC tock a 2-1 lead In the fourth on
conseculive alngles by Matt Fennel-

other near home plau: to celeb:

ly, Joe Vondracek and Mark Clary,
Th loded for

rare district title.

“I hope this game takes the pres-
sure .off,” sald Kansman, whose
team advances to Lhe reglonal Satur-
day against Plymouth Salem (17-10)
at Wyandotte. “This Is a blg day for
‘Farmington. Hopefully this will
teach us that we're never out of it in
-any type of situation.” .

The Falcons, however, appeared
‘down and out. untll the sixth, when
they struck for five runs, chasing CC

e S|
five off Schmid in lhe fifth, the big
blow belbg a two-rua homer by Fen-
nelly. Brett Welllng also added a
two-run ;lngle during the surge,

But the Shamrocks failed to add

ylrmncerunslntheslxlhaud
seventh as'Schmld persevered, run-
ning hls record to 8-0,

“They came back, but we have
nathing to be ashamed of this sea-
son,” Salter said. “It's dlsappolnting
to lose when you have a six-run lead,

Kevin Young was on tho mound In the firat game wlth Franklin.
The Falcons won the district title 8-7 over Catholic Central,

§_. X

o

For the second week in a row, the Marlins won
1-0in a sudden-death shootout,

but we've won a couple like that, too,
Farmington is a good club and they
swing the bats well.”

THE DAY ALSO started well for
the Falcons, who took flve innings to
mercy Livonia Franklln, 11-1, in the
openlng semifinal,

Farmington struck for seven runs
in the first, thanks (o a palr of two-
run doubles by Schmid and Vellueel,
coupled with two Franklln errors
and two hit-batsmen by starter Tad
Dennls, who losted just one-third of
an inning.

Kevin Van Ord added o two-run
single [n the third, The Falcons’
Dave Wilson homered in the fourth,
while Milter contributed an RBI sin-

gle.

Franklln scored its only run in the
third on 2 single by Scott Marinke-
vich and three walks.

Schmid, Young and Miller, the
wlnning pltcher, comblned to hold
the Patriots to three hits,

“Alter the first, we didn't do bad-
1y, but one bad Inning has killed us
all year,” sald Franklin coach Gerry
Cullle, whose team finished 8-13

overall,
! 2 gams, Churchlil put
!om bowing to the

Shammc)u. 1

It was 1-1 unul the top of the fifth
when CC struck for seven runs,
highlighted by Wheeler’s run homer.
Clary, Boryk, Vondracek and Plrro-
nc]ln nlso koocked En runs during the
upmlng ©C added two more in the

AND SPEAKING of assault, jun-
lor lefty Mike Thomas, the Churchill
starter, took a vicious iine-drive shot
from Dan Gusoff off the left shoul-
der in the sccond nning, The ball
richocheted in the alr to shortstop
Mark Rutherford, who doubled off 2
CC runner at second base for a dou-
ble play.\

Amazingly, Thomas stayed In the
game and held CC to one run until
the {lfth before glving way to Dan
Ackerman,

“It hit him (Thomas) in lhe deltoid
cap,” sald Churchill Herb
Osterland, whose team wound up 7-
11, “He took a beck of a shot. It
could bave been a disaster for him
physically, but he’s a tough kid, He
pliched well untll he got tired and 1
think we lost our concentration when
Mike Jeft the game, We let down a
lttle bit.”

CC's Ross, meanwhile, threw a
complete game, but lud no lnck
against  Churchill baseman
Jason Gabel, who loekad & palr of
two-run homers and watked twice,

mbe:mapalrohchnolm
for the Chargers this includ-
ing best average (nurly .500) and
RBI(s1).

“Jason's just not a home-ron
m(da.bcmllulpnymbdl,”

makes
tact, the baujmwollhubnl. He's
:m: offensive play-
er,

Bob Melster added two hlls for
a.ulchlll. while Clary bad two for

2

By Larry O'Connor
slalf writer

Two teams with only a goal differ-
ence batween them In three previous
encounters? Better pack a lunch,
cancel any evening dinner plans and
count on a akootout.

On Saturday, Catholle League ri-
vals Birmingham Marian and Farm-
logton Hills Mercy cven needed
more than the standard number of
penalty kicks to settle their Class A
reglonal champlonship match. The
Marlins won the shootout 4-3, beat-
ing the Mustangs 1-0 at Troy Athens
High Schoo!l to advance to the state
quarterflnals,

Mercy (13-1-4} meets Rochester
Adams on Wednesday at Sterllng
Heights Ford I High Schoal. Marian
finlshes 12-1-3.

Evealy matched? The Bobsey
‘Twins couldn’t have done better with
mirrors than Merey and Marinn,

Alter 30 minutes of overtime, both
teams were in a scoreless deadlock.
In the penalty kick shootout, both
teams were tied 3-3, forelng a sud-
den-death situation.

Marlins’ sealor midflelder Anne
Scullen rectitied the problem. She hit
a low shot to the right corner of the
net on Mercy'’s sixth penalty shoo-
tout attempt. Mustangs freshmen de-
fender Stephanie Storen’s shot then
sailed over the bar.

JUNIOR FORWARD Dana
Lehmkuh), junior forward Kathryn
Dudley and freshman midfielder

rrie Dzladesz scored on their
shootout attempts for Mercy, Junior
defender Jennifer Riker, sophomare
midfielder Molly Ferguson and jun-
for defender Kim Chenet answered
for Marian,

“It was an evenly matched game,”
sald Mercy coach Henry Kllmes.
“You bate to see it end thls way, but
somebody hag to win and somebody
bas to lose.”

Mercy bas bad more shootouts
than Al Capone recently. The team

DAN DEAN/atatf photographor
Goalkeeper Renee Larabell
runs toward midficld to cale-
brate with tesmmates.

beat then No. l-ranked Farmington,
1-0, last week in the district final on
penalty kicks.

Saturday’s game against Marian
could have went into Sunday. Each
team had an equal amount of oppor-
tunltles. That was duc mostly to the
windy and rainy condltions.

e Mustangs opened the match
with the wind at thelr backs and
dominated. The team had stx clean
cracks at the net, including two shots
from Ferguson.

Marllns' nctminder Renee Lara-
bell was equal to the task, saving all
slx shota. Mercy didn't have one shot
on goal in the first 40 minutes.

*I really don't like to play agalnst
the wind because the ball Is hard to
judge,” said Larabell, who took ful
control of the penalty arca during

onal shootout

the match. “I'm really happy we go
out of the first halt.”

“WE REALLY didn't get into the
match In the first half,” sald Martar
coach Morris Lupenee. "We playec
better agalnst the wind than we di¢
with the wind."

With the second half came the
rain. This time Merey enjoyed the
+seather eonditions. The Marllns had
flve shots on goal, the most danger-
ous enc coming tn the last seconds of
regulation.

Time had expired on the fleld
clock, but the referec didn’t blow the
whistle. As some Marian defenders
let up, sophomore forward Tanta
Macloce walked In alone in 2n0d
unleashed a wicked, polnt-blank shot
on geal. Marian goalkecper Cheryl
Feldman turned the shot away.

In overtime, the match went at a
break-neek pace. Both teams put up
a formidable charge on the goal. Ma-
cloce again looked to have the best
chance for Mercy In the second
session, sendlng a half volley from
10 yards out that Feldman was able
to grab.

The match was physlcal. Players
from both sides recelved yellow cau-
tion cards.

Most of that was result of three
previous equally tight cncounters. In
the regular season, both Mercy and
Marlan battled to a pair of 1-1
draws. The Mustangs beat the Mar-
lins 4-3 in the Catholle League flanl.

Fittingly enough, it would take a
shootout agalnst Mercy to declde the
season series, Maran went undefeat-
ed during the regular season, playing
with squad that was young {no sen-
jors were on the team),

Despite the loss, Lupenec was
qulte philosophical, He commended
Mercy and Klimes for thelr elfort as
well of that of his own team.

“It was a tight game. That's
soccer. I told them (hls team) anyone
can win In a shootout. When you lose
in a shootout, I don't consider it a
defeat.”

See golf's legends
armed and ready for Bear.

Ameritech, the pros in communi-
cation, bring you the pros in golf at the
$500,000 Ameritech Senior Open.
Come watch 78 of the best players on
the Senior PGA Tour - including Don
January, Gene Littler, Billy Casper and
Bruce Crampten - as they take on The
Bear at Grand Traverse Resort in

Northern Michigan, July 16-22, for the

benefit of United Way Charities.
Ameritech, a leader in advanced

Ulinols Bel) s Indiana Bell » Michigan Bell » Ghlo Bell
Ameritech Audiotex Services » Ameritech Credit » Ameritech merit
Ameritech Mobile Communications « Ameritech Publishing ‘ it

communications and information pro-
ducts and services in the Great Lakes
region invites you to come out and see
who bags The Bear.

The Ameritech Senior Open. To
purchase advanced discount tickets
and for tournament information,
call 1800/332-GOLF.
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