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Punt, pass and kick

The eyes of the world have turned to Rome, Italy, and the focus of
attentlon this month Isn't the Pepe. It's the monthlong round robin World
Cup Soccer Tournament and for once, the U.S. team, not to mention a
few locals, will be there. For more about the competition, see Page 6D.
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BILL HANSEN

Mark Tate reached a goal this year — racing an unlimited hydroplane
— and when the Detroit APBA Budweiser Gold Cup kicks off this week-
end, he'll be there, driving the Oh Boy! Oberto hydroplane.

Hydroplanes
show ‘spirit’

By Pat Schutte
. stalf writer

In what has come to be known as the “Superbowl” of
bydroplane raciog, Detrolt is set to host its 75th annl-
versary Detroit A 1 Power Boat

Gold Cup hydrop race Thursday-S§
day, June 7-10, on the Detroit River — off Jefferson
: Avenue between Bumns and Marquette Drive.

: Ploase turn to Pago 6

The throttle wide open, the recognizable rooster creats a fine mist behind ihe Oh Boy! Oberto unlimited hydroplane.

Oh Boy!
Racin
for gold

8y Pat 8chutto
stalf wrlter

Mark Tate of Canton Township has flnally made It
Like a bascball player patiently moving up through
the minor leagues and finaily getting that chance to
play in the “blg show,” Tate has earned the right to sit
on the parch with the blg dogs of hls sport.

Sinee age 13, Tate bas been raclng power boats . .
with a well-documented level of success,

From a $1,500, ninc-foot long, flve-horsepower, J-
Stock Outboard Hydroplane, capable of speeds around
30 mph, Tate, under the careful tutelage of hls raclng
famlly — father Joe Tate Jr. and grandfather Joe
Tate Sr. — began weaving his way up through the
ranks, leaving shaitered records and opposing boats in
his wake,

1n 1979, Tate was voled the Marine Prop “Rider of
the Year." In 1981, Tate broke the 850 cc five-mlle
compelitlon record In St. Petersburg, Fla., by two
mph.

That year he was also elected to the American Pow-
or Boat Associatlon Inboard Hall of Fame. The follow-
ing year he sct another record in the five-mlle compe-
titlon recard In the 1200 cc class.

And hls most §mpressive record to date, In 1988 Tate
was the first driver ever to qualify for the national
finals In four different classes.

Yet, with all of his trophies, titles and records, Tate
had not reached his goal, a goal that he has nlways had
in the back of his mind — to drive one of those big
guns, to race an unlimited hydroplane.

RODERT PETEAS

WELL, WHAT a coincidence. As the Detrolt APBA
Budweiser Gold Cup gets ready to celebrate 75 years
of racing on the Detroit River thls weekend, guess
who's entered as the driver of the Oh Boy! Oberto un-
limited hydroplane?

THere's a hint. Last years’ Oh Boy! Oberto driver,
George Woods, has since taken the helm of the Mr.
Pringles boat, One guess, please.

Nice chalee! Mark Tate, all of 30 years old, but hav-
ing raced for 17 of those 30 years, will pilot the 8,000~
pound, twin WWII alreraft englne, 2,600 horsepower,
200 mph-plus, Oh DBoy! Oberto hydroplanc on the
APBA unlimited hydroplanc circult this summer.

And oh boy, Is this sell-employed Industrial coatings
expert fired up about it!

“I'm excited, but not very nervous . , . yet,” sald
Tate a week befare the flrst race of the scason in Mi-
ami, “This is a goal that I have worked many, many
years for."

‘The jump from the Grand Prix boats that Tate has
driven, off and on slnce 1983, to the unlimited boats
should be as natural as the progression from the little
outboards he used to drive before he got into the in-
boxrd clazzes, Should ba .,

“We're talking about a bonl I.hnl weigh! nlmesl two
tons more, generates 1,400 more horses, and travels on
the average of 60 mph hulcr," sald Tate on the differ-
cnee between a Grand Prix hydroplane and an unlim-
Ited hydroplane. “The trick will be to just relate to this
and drive the horse to welght ratlo accordingly.”

THE GRAND Prix boats that race in the Detrolt
Rliver run for the Silver Cup Utle, versus the unlimlt-
«eds that run for the Gold Cup title.

Tate's ready, The owner of Oh Boy! Oberto, Jim
Harvey, chose Tate cut of a fleld of other drivers with
more unllmited experlence (Tate has yet to drive one).

The protective canopy elevated, the pit crew of the Oh Boy!
Oberto hydroplane works gels the boat ready for racing.
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Dave Barry at 40

By Jill Hamllton
apoclal wriler . reason I got into journallsm in the

{irst place,

The absolute belght of wilderness
for an author on a book tour is equiv-
alz2nt to what would happen if you
parachuted a reasonably low level

Pulitzer Prize winnlng hlu-norhl
Dave Barry was at Borders Bool
Shop in Novi recently to n]gn hh lnl-
st book, “Dave Barry Turms

When he got to the store, ba was

WHY THiIS ISNT
SHAVING CREAM--
115, 1%
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the subject of Immediate attention.
A few clerks fawned over him, a
couple of patrons shyly introduced
themselves and leglons of the press
hounded him — the Observer & Ec-
centric and the Novl News, at least,
Ty managed to break away for
a few minutes to talk about his job
as what he calle “a writer of sopho-
morichumor.” -
Q: How 4o yots eact to al) this at-
tentlon? N

Barry: Where people recognire me
Is in Miami because my plcture's in
the paper. When we go out to dinner,

- sometimes people will come over or

9

rock atar Into a nearly vacant Aleg--

slan village. Really famons writer
I'm not saylng I'm one because Pm

not — but a really, really famous’
writer would usually get a Jot less,
alrport

attention walking through an
thap the local weather person would.

wspaper fame I3 a low-level
Hndnl !Ama—notuul m com:
plalning, § can't imagine what It
would be like to be really, really
well-known and have people caying,
“Looki He's having creamy ltalian
dressingl”
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