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His ‘low-key’
humor keeps
‘em laughing

By Loralne McCllsh
stofl wrlter

Ted Norkey Is no stranger to
Joey's Comedy Club in Livonia; he
has performed there “a couple of
simes.” That's why he can say he and
the audlence he meets in Livonia
“get along just fine.”

Norkey has an off-the-wall come-
dy style that Is difficult to eatogorlze
and, mueh to his chagrin, has shot
over some audience’s heads.

“There are nights everything
works and there are nights when you
die, but the Livonia crowds like all
of my jokes, or at least most of
them, My comedy Is low-key, subtle,
straight stand up, but not that much
intellectual. T disclaim being an In.
tellectual.

“1 just think differently than most
people and my comedy comes from
that, I guess not thinking like most
people Is what led to the show busi-
ness career.”

Thinking differently from most
people has also led to his belng de-
seribed as “the comlc’s comic.”

MUCH OF Norkey's act s ad lib.
Many of those ad libs get incorporat.
ed Into the act. And many one-liners
have built on themselves to the point
where they turn into blts,

He gave an example:

“I put a dollar into a change ma-
chine and 1 haven't been the same
since. That led to all over the place,
but I'm all over the place anyway.

“I do some stuff that's self-depre-
clatlng, take some stuff from what-

this week, do a bit about whales.”

BORN AND ralsed in Jackson,
Norkey said he got a late start on his
career as a professional comedlan,
but is now plying his trade coast to

coast.

1 have admired comedlans ever
since T can remember, and now I'm
living ou.l my fantasy. Not many can

say that.”

Norkey got his start about 12
years ago at Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle, For the next few years he
worked as manager of a supply
warchouse, plumber and comedian,

“I turned professlonal about cight
years ago when he comedy boom
blossomed — when comedy was
snowballing In towns that didn't
have a club opened several elubs,”

NONETIIELESS, “nobody wants
to be a road comlc all of their llves

and never see the kids.

“When I'm gone it's from two to
elght weeks at a time. The goal for
all of us (comedians) is to break Into
the big time and when you de that
you are probably going to have to
make the move to Los Angeles.

“That's when you are in a new
town and starting all over again,
That's another fantasy to llve and

turn into reality.”

Ted Norkey will perform at
Joey's Comedy Club, Plymouth
Road cast of Levan, Livonia,
Wednesday-Saturday, June 6-9.
Show time is 9 p.m. Wednesday
and Thursday; 8:30 and 10:45 p.m,
ever Newsweek or Omnl has to say Friday and Saturday.

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are listings of some come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

Rleh Parpara wlill perform with
Brad Nelson and Harry Artic
Wednesday-Saturday, June 69, at
Chaplin’s East, 34244 Grocsbeck,
Fraser, Show tlmes are 8:30 pm.
Wednesday and Thursday, 8:30 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
Informatlon, call 792-1902.

@ CHAPLIN'S WEST

Dale Irvin wlll perform with Mark
Still and Jim McLean Friday-Satur-
day, June 8-9, at Chaplin’s West,
16890 Telegraph, south of Six Mlle,
Detroit. Show times are 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 8 and 10:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For informa-
tion, call $33-8866.

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Paul WiHliams will perform
Wednesday-Saturday, June 6-9, at
Chaplin's Plymouth, at the Radisson,
14707 Northville Road, Plymouth,
Show times are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday
and Thursday, 8:30 and 10:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For rescrva-
tlons, call 455-4680.

© COMEDY CASTLE

Blll Kirchenhaner will perform
wlth Brent Cuskman Tuesday-Satur-
day, June 5-9, at the Comedy Castle,
263 E. Fourth, Royal Oak. Show
times are 8 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
and 8 and 10:45 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For reservations, call 542.
9900,

© JOEY'S ALLEN PARK
Something Really Outrageoos will
perform Wednesday-Saturday, June

stand up, but not i

Ted Norkey descrlbes his comedy as low-key, subtle, straight
Hi

6-8, at Joey's Comedy Club and
Sports Emporium, Southfield Road,
Allen Park. Show times are 8:30 p.m,

tual™

¢ “being an intell

‘Wednesday and Thursday and 8 and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For

Information, call 382-7041.

@ JOEY'S LIVONIA

Ted Norkey will perform Wednes-
day-Saturday, June 6-9, at Joey's
Comedy Club, 36071 Plymouth Road,
cast of Lavan, Livonla, Show times
are 9 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday,
8:30 and 10:45 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For reservations, call 261«
0555.

© HOLLY HOTEL

Stacy DuFord will perform along
with Steve Blllnitzer and Peter Ber-
man Thursday-Saturday, June 7-9, at
Holly Hotel, 110 Battle Attey, Holly,
Show tmes are 8:30 p.m. Thursday
and 8:30 (no smoking show Friday
only) and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For information, call 634-
1891,

@ MISSKITTY'S

Randy Cale will periorm with Dan
Dillon Thursday-Saturday, Junc 7-9,
at Miss Kitty's Comedy Club, Long
Branch Restaurant, 595 N. Lapeer
Road, Oxford. Show times are 8 p.m.
Thursday, 8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For information, cail
628-6500,

© LOONEY BIN

Norm Staltz will perform with
Tommy Manlon and Ray Eiffler Fri-
day-Saturday, June 8.9, at the
Wolverine and Looney Bin Restau-
rant and Comedy Club, 1655 Glen-
gary, Walled Lake, Show times arc 9
p.m. Thursday and Friday, and 8 and
10:15 p.m. Saturday. For more infor-
mation, call 669-9374,

© MAINSTREET

Kirkiand Teeple will perform Fri-
day-Saturday, June 8-9, at Main.
street Comedy Showease, 314 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Show times are 8:30
and 11 pm. Friday and Saturday.
For information, call 996-9080.
O DUFFY’S

Bob Posch Comedy Show will per-
form at 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays at Duffy's, 8635 Coo~
ley Lake Road, Union Lake. Admis-
slon is $7. For (nformation, call 363-
9469,

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

*| inThird Wesrki' étirienies, an-
dreds of thousands of children
are in desperate need of food
clothing, medical care — the
sies o lite. These wiels and
boysare even denivd the
apportunity to attend schoal
! }f'h re our neighbors in
aworld that grows smaller
every day
Throueh CCF. you can

sponsor a neighborschild The
cost is 318 o month - just 60¢
—to help apoor child in
Africa or Latin America
-~ achild who has virtually
nothing.
: Please pick up your phone
now and dil the toll-free num-
her below: Be a good neighbor
by helping an innovent child

| Christian Children’s
Fund, Inc.

1-800-228-3393

{Toll Free)
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e srspiases s Powtrn 18 da2 Th e Bict
el or oo irobir koo AL

7 Observer

WIN MOVIE PASSESTO

25937508 n. Winners wilt be drawn at random

Robin Williams stars as a ¢
salesman whose penchant
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TOURS INCLUDE:
+ Round trip airfare via scheduted aitlines
« dnter-island tlights {Hawaii)

+ Protossicnal native escort

« Fine rosor hotels

+ Sightsooing (sae brochura)

+ Airpornt hotal transters

+ Ta-your-room baggage handling

BRI
Caribbean

Cruise—

and Florida Tour
15 DAYS

Departs October 3, 1990
and October 17, 1930

%1189

Basod on doubla oceupancy plus
Includes Epcot, Disncyworld, MGM,
Evorglados Air Boat Ride, Miami
Baach Front Hotol, 7 Nights on
CARIB with ports ol St. Thomas,
St. John, Sanduan and Puorto
Plata

[
Hawaii

California
9 DAYS
Departs August 20, 1990

3774

[ncludos San Francisco, Los
Angelos, Big Sur Coastiine, TV
taping and morol

15 DAYS

Daparls October 30, 1990
November 27, 1930
January 15, 1991°
February 12, 1991*
March 12, 1891

$1374

Includes vistits to el four main
i .

“phus $100 high season
supplomontal cost

For addltional Information or descriplive
278-4102 .
or 1-800-736-7300 - -

brachu:_-eéi call our m‘av‘e! Desk l




