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The theme
of the Fourth
Annual  State
of Educational
Technology
Conference
was ‘State of
the Future,’
The confer-
ence, hosted at the Westin in Down-
town Detrolt, was co-sponsored by
the Michigan Department of Com-
merce, Michigan Department of La-
bor and the Wayne County Interme-

Cable Comments:

Force Recommendatlons may _be
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matlon Age and prepel our work-  matlon clearinghouse.
force into the 21st Century."” « establish Cablnet Council on Infor-
The Comprehenslve List of Task  matlon Technology.

» promote use of lechnoltzgy. to ¢lim-

psulized to Include the g
areas.

1. Educating youih and lraining
workers; 2. A new tool for Mlchigan
buslness; 3. Promoting service and
change in government, and 4} Im-
proving the quality of life.

The highlighted ¢

include:
¢ encourage telecommunlcation
hat P

Inate handlcappers nd
bring them Into the center of Michl-
gan's workforce.

« encourage teleccommunicatlon pol-
icy for individuals not able to be
physically prescrt fn classrooms or
the workplace.

» support the concept of connecting
homes, offlces and schools through a
netwark of switched broadband

dlate School District, The p
itan setting cnhanced the
acceptance of innovative and pro-
gresslve Inforation.

At the conference Governor
James Blanchard announced the re-
sults of a two year study entitled
*“Connectlons - A Strategy for Michl-
gan's Future Through Tl

pattnership
communities, governments and
schools,

« provide trainlng programs to
those who use telecommunlcations
to dellver.

* use telecommunicatlons as a
classroom tool to foster new teach-

fcatlons.” Over the past two years
the Task Force held Public Hear-
Ings throughout the State to learn of
existing plans ang the need for de-
veloping services via communlea-
tion technologles. Business, indus-
try, Education and Government fac-
tlons were heard. Next, a Task
Force Resource Group was formed
consisting of 250 participants
throughout the state. The Task
Force along wlith EDS, dld a nation-
wide study of what other states
were doing. The Task Force gath-
ered the information and then met
on several occalons with the Re-
source Group and compllied a ‘Use
Assessment’ Survey.

EDS then prepared a “Use Assess-
ment of Michigan's Telecommuni-

Ing methodolag
+ provide Incentive and competltive
grants {o encourage deployment of
the new technolgy.

» devlse a telecommutlng policy for
state workers, encouraging the pri-
vate sector.
Implementation of these recom-
datlons will “help Michlgan sc-
cure a competitive edge In the new
glebal Information soclety for the
leaders and workers of the next cen-
tury.”
Interestingly enough, throughout
the many learning sesslons, our

« establlsh a Diviston of Educatlenat
Technology within the Michigan De-
partment of Educatlon.

« assist & support Michigan's post
secondary Institutlons in tralnlng a
marketable workforce.

» encourage the establishment of
new cntreprencurial ventures that
draw upon this technology.

« develop the state as a hub of infor-
mation services thereby attracting
new businesses,

* provide incentives for Mlchigan's
private communlcations industry to
deploy the Jatest technology In eve-
ry region of the state.

« devise a strategy to use telecom-

Y Project S y."
From this consolidation of informa-
tlon, the Governor's Tclecommunl-
cation Task Force, chaired by Jrs,
Janet Blanchard, prepared the sub-
mitted Strategy.

I quote a portian of the Gover-
nor’s message. ‘“Connections: A
Strategy for Mlchigan's Future
Through Telecommunications’, pre-
sents a vision for Michlgan that fo-
cuses on technology as a means to
cnsure Mlchlgan's children, workers
entreprencurs and government offi-
clals access to the high-tech tools of
tomorrow - Lools which wlit enhance
the quality of life in the Great Lake
State and assure the personal and
economic success of its people, The
Telecommunicatlons Task Force's
stratedy will guide our state In
meeting the challenges of the Infor-

to market Michigan
products and services to the world.

+ {ransform the sate government
into a model *‘telecommunity”.

« encourage a state of the art, hy-

human reaction to bility was
a much talked about subject, One of
the keynote speakers, Dr. James
Crupi summed up beautifully. He
stressed that industry and geograph-
ic boundrles will become lrrelevant.
“The Jobs will follow the People.
Through the telecommunications
highways of the future, our deflnl-
tion of time and distance will
change. Comipetitlon will not be

-with price, but with service” He

emphasized how people will not be
in pursutt of knowledge for know}-
edge sake but for the pursuit of sig-
nlflcance. Our work ethics would
alse change from living to work to
work to llve.

Much has been written on soct.
ety's preoccupation with more lel-
sure and a shorter work week, I
have often agreed with this deslre-

bridminteractive, switched te]
munleation backbone system of
multlple broadband technologles to
serve all institutlons and every
Michigan citlzen.

« designate two state departments
as pilot informatlon innovators.
 recruit and maintaln corps of
skilled information workers for
state government,

« initinte a schedule for states’ in-
frastructure.

« work with local governments to
ald them to manage thelr informa-
tlon resources and improved eer-
vices to citlzens.

« solidlfy the state’s role as an infor-

able p ver, one cannot
help but wonder how much lelsure is
too much. We are an adult soclety
known for apathy beyond our front
door. It seems that wilth such a
proactive plan such as the Gover-
nor's Telecommunlcation Task
Force Strategy in place, opportunity
will be knovking ¢n tose doors. 1
don’t know about you, but I am very
exclted at the opportunity to learn
all 1 can about the new technologles.
Those In Community Access Televi-
slon have already taken the flrst

siap {3 belng receptive to lcarning.

Cangratulations! What do you think?
I would love to hear from you! =



