June 4-June 10

Suburban Cuble Weekly

Pages

‘Roseanne’ stars becoming
more comfortable with success

By MARY ANN TOWNSEND

Success is finally growing on
Roseanne Barr and John Goodman,
who co-star in televislon’s hottest
sltecom, “Roseanne,” which airs
Tucsdays on ABC. And perhaps It's
beeause the roles they play are com-
fortably like themselves.

“Roscanne debuted in the fall of
1988 and quickly became the smash
hit of the scason. For lts stars, the
show’s Immedlate success was a llt-
tle overwhelming.

After “Roseanne’s” first season,
the comedienne’s persenal life be-
gan to turn upside down. She ended
a 15-year marriage to husband Bill

Vegas; and an odd assortment of
sangs—ycs songs. "I sing songs ev-
cryone will recognlze done in a style
nobody wlll believe,” she confessed,

Likewise, Barr's co-slar  John
Goodman, who plays Roscanne’s
lovable husband, Dan, at first found
the Immedlate stardom overwhelm-
ing. In addition to starring in the
top-rated televislon sitcom, he acted
In three {cature films tast ycar,
"Sea Of Love," “Always" and “Stcl-
1a.” “That's how we represent “The
Year Of The Actor,” by the art of
the actor, the single actor dominat-
Ing the stage,” Cates said,

Good married in Octaber of

Pentland, who had been & writer
and executive consultant on the
show its flrst year, and rapidly mar-
vied her younger boyfriend and fel-
low comlc Tom Arnold. The tablolds
followed her tncessantly.

She and (ke character she plays
are nearly identical. Like the char-
acter of Roscanne Conner, the real-
life Roseanne is also the mother of
three. The character is outspoken
and rules with a fair hand and a lot
of humor, the way Barr sces herself
off screen.

“The reality of Roscanne Conner
is that she's llke everybody else. She
has her flaws,” Barr said. "But they
(the writers) have left out a lot of
the softness I think I have.”

This summer during hiatus from
the top-rated show, Barr Is return-
ing to her roats as a stand-up come-
dienne. She began dolng comedy
dates around Denver in the early
1080s, worked at The Comedy Storc
in Los Angeles in 1985 and began
appearing on television In 1986.

Barr [s returning to the stand-up
stage In a 10-city tour after three
years away. The focus of her vou-
tine, she said, will be “the male-
female kind of thing.”

Her stand-up sk>ws will include
several minutes of her greatest hits;
a bit as her alter ego, “Rozey withia
2" maklng a showbi back in

1989 to Anna Elizabeth Hartzog, a
woman he had met at a party before
the series debuted.
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But while it seemed things were
looklng up, Goodman was cautious,

“This is great. This is what I
chose for mysell. It's just a matter
of adjustment,” he 2ald of his boom-
ing career.

Goodman is similar to his charac-
ter in that, desplte his stardom, he
r ins fairly down-i rth. One
of his goals, besides coercing hls 71-
year-ald mother to retire from her
Jjob as a cafeteria helper at his old
high school, 1s to buy a house In his
hometown of St. Louls.

'l miss it desperately,” he said. “I
remember alt the good things, like
sitting around on a humld night In a
lawn chatr, llstening to crickets and
catching a baseball game on the ra-
dio."
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