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Headiee

HE HEADLEE tax limitation ovcrnde

OK override in Walled Lake

their children will be shochorned into a one-

sought by Walled Lake C idated
Schools, which serves dents in 11

room and spend (heir lunch hours

communities, including far northwest
Farmington Hills, should be approved in the
Monday, June 11 district election.

It is hard lo give any Headlee override attempt
an overwhelmingly enthusiastic endorsement,
but Superintendent James Geisler seems to have
gone out uf his way to prove actual need for the
9.196-student district.

He deserves credit for trying to rise above the
pack on this issue.

The pack — other school districts in the tri-
county area — follows 2 (ormula of howling
about need and backing it up with threats of
teacher euts, program reductions and other anti-
education ideas that pretty soon have parents be-
lieving that if they don't approve the override,

d erasers instead of going to
phys-ed class.

Gelsler didn't come across that way, because
he backed up his concerns wilh facts. He has
gained what appears to be widespread trust
among school district residents and has opened
communication lines,

The district twice has turned down overrides,
in '87 and '88. This time, though, the need s
proven.

Budget cuts of $3.5 million are too much for a
growing area that slowly is gaining ar

Profs playing hooky

Q: I read your article about teach-
ers uslng thelr sick days for vacation
days nod, ns a tencher, I take excep-
tlon. This glve us a bed image and I
don't apprecinte it.

A: You obviously didn't read the
entire artlcle, which stated that the
majorlty of teachers wlll go to work
when they are not feeling wel to be
with their chlldren.

You have been in education for 22
years and haven't heard of hooky by
students and some teachcrs? Shame
on yau,

Frankly, 1 have reccived com-
ments from several teachers and ad-
ministrators In different districts
who say thosc who complained the
most about the artlcles are the
greatest abusers of sick days and
personal business days.

Obviously, you have never played
hooky.

Q: Your article about a young 5-

year-old who It scems was not ready
for schoal and should be beld back o
year was Interesting, What do you
meon by o young S-year-old kinder-
garten chlld? How young is young? I
don’t understasd.

A: Childr2n are eliglble for kinder-
garten if they are 5 on or before Dec.
1 of the school year In which they
are enrolled. Therefore, a child
could be 4 years old and ellgible for
school II the ehild’s birthday Ls In No-
vember of the year he/she Is en-
rolled.

_ That 4-year-old child could be in a

implies a bad image

class with chlldren who become 5 a
year earlier. All things belng cqual,
it is tough for 4-year-old chlldren en-
tering kindergarten and competing
wlth S-year-olds who could turn 6 af-
ter a few months in schoo).

The bottom Mne Is somne 4-year-
olds are very rcady for school, some
are not and cach has to be consid-
ered o3 the unlque individual he/she

Is.

Use the advice of the building
principal, kindergarten teacher,
specch therapist, school psychalo-
glst, all who are Involved in cases
which take a closer look. They really
want the best for your chlld.

Dr. James Doyle is a formier as-
sistant  superintendent in the
Troy Scheol District. Questions
Jor this column should he sent 1o
Doc Doyle, /o Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

from our readers

for having a good schoo) program.

Years from now, voters might look at an over-
ride and shrug. This tirae, though, it's needed to
help the district and voters should support it.

During Rouge Rescue '30 on
Saturday, people llke Jean
Barrett, local rescue coordl-
nator and asslstant to Farm-
ington Hiils public service
director Tom Blasell, did
thelr part to help improve
the water quality of tha
Rouge where it cuts across
Middiebelt, south of Grand
- River, Volunteers recrulted
by the Friends of the Rouge
worked at many sites along
the 125-mile watercourse
during the cleanup effort.
Clearing logjams and debris
frees the river flow, improv-
ing the Rouge's ability to
cleanse itself of pollutants
produced by people.
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MSU column
inflammatory

To the edltor: .
Having read and reread the May 7
column of Tim Richard, we are cons-
trained to protest his Insidious and
inflammatory undertones,

The column begins ostensihly with
an endorsement of the formatlon of
a “Green and White PAC” to “Im-
prove" the process by which MSU's
Trustees are sclected. But later In
the column, Mr. Richard's central
(and negative) thesls surfaces as fol-
lows:

“The process by which polmenl

Associatlon and, of course, ‘The
Union' — the Unlted Auto Workers.

“Republicans casually pick nice
gentlemen and ladles but use no sol-
Id criteria.”

The public acts and judgmans of
our clected offlclals are, of course,
fatr game for edltorial comment.

This Is so even when, as here, the
commentator appears badly to have
misunderstood and/or oversimpll-
fied an ongolng dlspute between the
public officials Involved.

But, in times when aur society is
already deeply polarized by racial,
ethnle, reglonal and class prefudices,
impliedly blaming the troubles at
MSU on an apparent overemphasis
by Democrats on nominating
“blacks, Hispanics, Jews," resldents
of the Upper Peninsula and union

bers for the offlce of MSU trus-

partles the
MSU board, the State Board ui Edu
cation and the boards of the Unlver-
sity and Wayne State Is amazingly
casual.

"Democrais pick four men and
four women. Interest groups rather
than ahilities are emphasized —
blacks, Hispanics, Jews, the Upper
Penlosula, the Michigan Education

tee Is both far-fetched and irrespon-
sible.

We urge the Observer & Eccentric
to review carefully Its editorlal poli-
cles before it again unleashes Mr.
Richard and his noxious views on the
community.

Marllyn Raymond,
Bradley Raymond,
Furmington Hills

‘Caregivers’
— well done

To the editor:

On behalf of OWL of Michlgan and
the Farmington Chapter, I would
like to thank Suburban Life editor
Loraine MeClish for the beautiful
May 10 “Careglvers” coverage,

It was excellent, timely coverage,
and it provided much practical in-
formation for those faced with the
caregiving difemma.

Support for careglvers Is one of

the seven agenda ltems of the Older -

Women’s League, and we are always
grateful for the media coverage .

Virginla Nicoll, president,
WL of Michigan
Farmlington
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