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By Tim Richard
statt writer

Richard Blonde and Jay B. Shah
like Qakland Community College
and aren’t mad at anyone or any-
thing.

One will be elected June 11 to the
coltege board of trusices for a four-
year term to {lll a vacancy. Voters
will ehoose between two candldates
who both attended community col-
leges and who are both lkely to be
supportive of OCC's course.

Two Incumbent trustecs are unop-
posed for re-electlon to slx-year
terms. They are: Sandra Ritter,
board chair, a state Department of
Educatlon professlonal from Water-
ford awy two-term veteran; and
Douglas Wakeficld, a one-term vet-
eran and a high schoo! librarian.

Voters must replace Edward Pap-
pas, a Frankiln aiterney who was
appointed to fill out part of the late
Earl Anderson’s lerm but decllned to
run for the remainder of the term,

HERE ARE profiles of the new-
comers:
* Blonde, 35, of Rochester Hills,

Blonde

ran In 1988, He has eamed 92 eredit
hours at OCC toward degrees In busl-
ness and data

Shah

appeals, member of the QOakland
Cuunly Economic Development
and Ex Develop-

pre
Bloom(leld Hills Andover High graﬂ-
uate is an analyst specializing in
data buse administration for Ameri-
tech Applied Technologles.

® Shah, 43, of Waterford, is mak-
ing his {irst bld for the OCC board.
He Is vice president for corporate
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for the civll engl:
Ing firm nf Spalding, DeDecker &
Associates tn Madison Heights, Shah
{s on Waterford's township planning
commisslon and zonlng board of

men( Co

Endumrs include County Execu-
tive Danict Murphy and state Sen.
Doug Cruce, R-Troy. In Bombay, In-
dia, he carmed an englneering de-
gree; his master’s degrees in engi-
ncering came from Wayne State
University and his master's in busi-
ness from the Unlversity of Detroit.

They were interviewed by nows.
people for a cable television pro-
gram arranged by the Leaguc of
Women Voters.

Rilter

Q. What needs do yon see at OCC
in the next few years?

LLONDE: "Make the public mare
aware of the funding needs. The
physlcal plant nceds upgrading. The
pubiic musi be made aware it's an
investment In thelr future.”

SHAH: “The hirlng of a new chan-
cellor (to replace R. Stephen Nichal-
son, leaving June 1 for a post in the
United Arab Emirates), On a long-
term basts, the quality of education
... keeping up with technolegy.
OCC has a good program. However.
an infermation campaign has to be
instituted to lel residents  know
what'’s
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Q. Do you sce a coctlnuation of 5
;)e:ccnl Increases in tultlon annual-
y?

SHAH: “The goal should be quallty
educatlon without ralsing tuition.
{Tultion ls one component of college
{unding.) Seek private-sector grants
and fundlng.”

BLONDE: "We nced to attract as
much as we can from the state. Oak-
1and Is the highest-contributing coun-
1y (to state revenues) In the state.”

Wakefieid

Q. Have you any experience hkiring
OCC graduates? !f so, what feed-
bagk do you have on their qnallfica-
tons?

BLONDE: "I have not had any ex-
perience hirlng OCC students. ow-
ever, being ocac, 1 feel It has pre-
pared me very well to serve my
company. I have many co-workers
who are OCC graduates, and they
have also, in my cstimation, done
very well.”

SHAH: "I have the most expesd
ence hiring OCC graduates, and
some of my employees have gone to
OCC. In most cases, they have been
adequately equipped to meet to meet
the technologlcal challenges and
changes of today."

Q. What experlence do you bave
with institutiong! budgets?

BLONDE: "I have not dealt on a
corporate level with budgets. How-
ever, I have reviewed the college's
budget as 2 candidate two years ago
and more recently reviewed the cap-
ital expenditures . . "

SHAH: “I have the advantage of
serving on the Oakland County Com-

munily Growth Allinnce and Eco-
nomi¢ Development Corr As a
board member, I have beea lnvolved
with Its budget. I beileve the process
used by, OCC s a good one. A long-
term budget process ls used.”

Q. Do you have any problems in-
terviewing candidates for chief ex-

ectitive under the Open Meetings Act

~— that Lz, with poblic interviews? ~

SHAH: "No. In my company, we
Interview candidates on a board
level. We recently interviewed can-
didates . . . for the presidency of the
company on a board level. On the
planning commilssion, we receatly
Interviewed candidates for consult-
ant in a publle meeting. I wouldn't
have any reservations.”

BLONDE: “The only way to inter-

view candidates [s in public. Thisisa .

public institution. 1 would like it if
even more people were Involved in
the process and could ald it.”

Q. Do you scc a high tormover of
students at OCC (relating to prob-
lems of nudcn: retentlon)?

BLONDE: “1 see¢ many of the
same faces over and over cach se-
mester. However, many are there
for a particufar reason — maybe it's
2 computer courze . . . or preparing
for a new job, They come back when
their nceds change.”

SHAH: “T can relate to that. Re-
tention s a difficult thing to do
where people are weorking. But when
they see the light at the end of the
tunnel, they stay and complete their
requirement for a degree program.”

OCC SERVES nearly all schoal
districts In Oakland County. With
27,000 students, It has transfer and
vocational degree programs in five
campus Jocatlons — Highland Lakes,
Orchard Rldge, Auburn Hills, South-
field and Royal Oak, plus & Pontlac
Center,
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