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Nothing dead about Milkmen

By Larey O'Connor
stalt writor

Geez, last Ume we checked in on
the Dead Mitkmen, the No. 1 wan in
the White House was Ronald Reagan
and the band’s No. 1 fan Jim
Walewander was playing for the De-
trolt Tigers.

Since, Reagan has been farmed
out to California and Walewander Is

talling in the minors for the Colum-

bus Clippers,

The Dead Milkmen? Unlike most
dalry products, these purveyors of
pasturized punk seem to get befter
with age.

The Philadelphla foursome's lat-
cst Installment "Metaphysical Graf-
{iti” Is another dandy. The Enlgma
LP features such sure to bust-a-gut
nuggets “Do the Brown Nose" and
“In Praisc of Sha Na Na.”

motlonal package ls the Methodist
Coloring Book to coinclde with the
number of the same name on the LP,
Juvenile, sophomorie, perhaps, but
the crayons are nlce.

“Funnlest song we ever wrote?”
asked bassist Dave Blood rhetorleal-
ly.“Hmmm. I'd have to say ‘All
Along the Watch Tower.,” "

But, uh, isn't that Bob Dylan's
number?

The Dead Milkmen — Joe Jack Talcum. Dmm
Clean, Rodney Anonymous and Dave Blood —

Included in the accompanyling pro-
3

have golien beller with age as shown by their
Iatest installment, “Metaphyslical Graffiti,"”

“Naw,” Blood countered. “We've
been trying to get in touch with him
about that. We can never get his ad-
dress. We call the operator asking
for his number and she won't glve it
tous” .

WHEN TALKING to the Dead
Mitkmen, the {lrst number thal does
come to mind is “Punk Rock Glrl."
The video for the jaunty number
recelved tons of airplay on MTV,
propelling the punk outilt from an
cntity on the smal! club circuit to the
houscholds of the common man,

That allowed the band, as Blood
puts it, “to cxpose our welrdness (o a
wider audlence.”

Rodney Amadeus Anonymous is
the culprit of such priceless lines as
“Cheese is the one thing that's inde-
structible/How much Is your Blue
Cross deductible?"

Blood reports that all four band
members share In a twlsted vision of
life in America,

“1didn't tell you how I put my feet
in the tollet?,” Blood sald. “Yeah.
You pour in some Epsom salt and
flush. It's like a foot massage.

“Don’t do It In publle tojlets, You
can get arash."

Advice well taken,

The Dead Mitkmen will per-
Jorm on Friday, June 15, at Saint
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. For information, call 961-
MELT, The band will also appear
3-5 p.m. the same day to sign cop-
ies of its new album at Sam's
Jams, Plymouth Road, west of
Middlebelt, Livonia.

Red C mixes music and morality

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

Morallsm and contemporary pop
musle, The two seldom mix.

Red C would like to change that.
In fact, the foursome bhas already
started.

With a progressive pop sound, Red
C attacks the premisc that contem-

rary dance music must only ap-
peal to the lolns.

“It's an art form,” sald Tim Diaz,
guitarist with the band. “There's got
to be somethlng more to offer than
songs 2bout sex or drugs.

“Everyone [n the band has been
ralsed in the church. Nonc of us are
keen on taking the words 'Pump it'
and using it with sexual overtenes In
asong.”

If Red C's convictions come off a
blt strong, it's because they are. Re-
freshingly, though, the band doesn’t
resemble an outflt of traveling evan-
gellsts on stage.

Red C's music Is devoid of preach-
ing or finger-palnting. The group Is
not a “Christian band.”

First and foremost, Red C wants
to known as a good group of musi-
cians, After all, as Diaz points out,
there are Christians who are dentists
and doctors. They are not known as
Christlan doctors or Christlan den-

YET MANY {Ind Christlanity and
coptemporary music are a major in-
congrulty. For those who profess
melr faith, it's a double-edged
SW(

Devnut Christlans want the music
to reflect those beliefs 100 percent of
lhe um: Olhers sometimes find

nvnrbcurlng ot t pretentious. Just
nsIL
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Instead, Red C sings about how
love heals all In “Circle of Lave" and
about falling out of love In “Falling
Qut of Love With Love.”

Non-offensive lines, plus some fine
musicianship and the velvet-smooth
vocals by Susan Calloway has helped
Red C rise quickly in local circles.

Red C was'the house band at Mid-
town Cafe In Birmingham and has
performed around the circult at such
places as Paycheck’s in Hamtramck
and Alvin's tn Detroit. The group
only decided to play live club dates a
year ago.

“We're musliclans and we try to be
the best we can,” said Calloway, a
graduate of Southfield Chrlistian
Righ Schoe! and a student at Oak-
fand University. “You can't do that
unless you play the club clreuit."”

RED C FORMED Lwo years ago,
not with the Intentlon of playing in
clubs but just to play. Calloway met
up with Birmingham Groves gradu-
ate Steve Woods at Highland Park
Baptist Church. Later, they got in
touch with Dijaz, After a host of bass
players, Red C settled on Jeff
Holfer, who Is graduate Troy Zlon
Christian High School.

Band experience Is Umited, though
Diaz did tour with a Christian band
Morning Star at one time. All four
members contribute in meshing the
the group's sound, which has evolved
from strictly pop to a divergent mix
of jazz to a gritty blues base. Callo-
way and Dlaz write the majority of
lyrles.

For mest of the members, the club
scene has been an eye-opening expe-
tience. Bands such as Ashcan Van

Gogh have been very helpful in the
transition, said Diaz.

Though not evangelical, band
metnbers say Christtan bellels do
find their way indlrectly into the
music.

“If you were raised in the ghetto
of New York, you'd look at lfe dlf-
ferently than someone who grew up
in Manhattan,” Calloway sald. “In
my relationship with God, It Influ-
ences the way I look at llfe.

“It's samethlng we don't take
Hghtly.”

Red C performs on Thursday,
July 14, at 3-D in Royal Oak. For
information, call 589-3344. The
band will also appear Wednes-
day, June 20, at Woodward
Jukeboz, 4616 N. Woodward, Roy-
;;‘gnk. For information, call 549-

Red C — Stephen Woods, Jeft Hoflfer,
Timothy Diaz and Susan Calloway — has
a progressive pop sound that attacks

the premise contemporary dance muslc
must only appeal to the loins.

IN CONCERT

© DOOM SQUAD

Doom Squad will perform on Monday,
June 11, at Rick's Cale, 811 Chureh, Ann
Arbor. For Informatlon, call 998-2747.

® TYPHOID MARY

Typhold Mary will perform on Mon-
day, June 11, at the Bllnd Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

® MAL LARGEBEAT EXISTENCE

Mr. Largebeat Exlsience will perform
on Tuesday, June 12, at Rick’s Cafe, 811
Church, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
996-2747.

® SECOND SELF

Second Self will perform on Tuesday,
June 12, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. Flrst,
Ann Arbor, For Information, call 996«
8535,

® MOVING VAN QGOGHB

Maving Van Goghs will petform with
guests, The Hannibals, on Wednesday,
June 13, at Clud Heldelberg, 215 N, Maln,
Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, call 863
7758,

© SPYRO GYRA

Spyro Gyra will perform on Wednes-
day, June 13, at the Troy Hilton, 1455 Ste-
phenson Highway. For information, call
583-9000,

® SAMARITANG

Samaritans will perform on Wedpes-
day, June 13, at the Blind Pig, 208 §.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, calt
996-8555.

© SUNQLASSES AFTER DARK

Sunglasses Afier Dark wilt perform on
Wedncsday, June 13, at Key Wet, 20230
W. Six Mile, Detroit. For Information,
call 592-0090.

® THE HUNTUNES

The Huntunes wlli perform on Wednes-
day, Junc 13, at Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church,
Aan Arbor. For information, calt 996-
2747,

© BAD THIHG

Bad Thing will perform with guests,
Bottom Feeder, on Thursday, June 14, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Maln, Ann Arbor,
For Information, call 683-7758.

@ ANNB, DAVIS

Ann B. Davis wil) perform on Thurs-
day, June 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 5.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

© GANGSTER FUN

Gangster Fun wil! perform on Thurs-
day, June 14, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Arn Arbor. For Information, call 863-
7758,

@ PASSION NOUVEAU
Passion Nmuu will perform with
guests, Red C, oo Thursday, June 14, at 3.
d, 1815 N. Main, Rny.ll Oak. For informa-
tion, call $85-3344.

® DEAD MILKMEN

Dead Milkmen will perform on Fﬂuy.
June 18, at Salst Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detrolt. For Infermation, call
961-MELT.

© THE SBEEDS

‘The Seeds will perform with guests,
Johnny Bravo, on Friday, June 15, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caallf, off 1.75.
For information, call 385-9780.

COLLEGE

© VIRUS B23

Virus 023 wlll perform on Friday,
June 15, at Flnney's Pub, 3985 Wood-
ward, Detroit. For Informatlon, call 831-
8070,

© THE DIFFERENCE

The Dliference will perform on Friday,
June 15, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call 996-
BSES.

© SILENT PARTRERS

Silent Partners will pecform on Fri-
day, June 15, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call $96-
u.

® GEORGE BEDARD AND THE
KINGPIRS

George Bedard and the Kingpins will
perform on Friday, June 15, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N. Mals, Ann Arbor, For
information, call §63-7758.

° 0ASIS
Oasls with Stephanle & CUF Monter

whil perform on' Friday and Saturday,

June 1516, at Bird of Paradise, 207 Ash-

ley, Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call 662
10.

© THACY CHAPMAN

Tracy Chapman will perform with
guests, Johnny Clegg & Savika, will per-
form on Friday, June 15, at Pine Knob
Musje Theatre In Clarkston. Tickets arc
320 for pavillon and $15 for Jawn. For
informatlon, call §25-0511.

® SOMETHING HAPPENS

Something Happens wlil perform with
guests, Shoutlng Club, on Saturday, June
16, at the Majestic Theatre, 4124 Wood-
ward, five blocks south of Warrer, De-
troit. For Information, call 233-9700,

® SOUL STATION

Soul Statlon will perform on Saturday,
June 16, at the Rock'n'Bowl, Garden
Bowl, 4120 Woodward, next to the Majes.
tic Theatre, Detroit. For information,
call 540-6275.

© LUCY'8 ALIBI

Lucy's Alibl witl perform with guests,
Krisien Sayer and The Universe, on Sat-
urday, June 16, at the Hamtramck Pub,
2048 Canlif, off I.75. For Iaformatlon,
€all365-9760.

® 3-DINVISIBLES

3D lovisibles will perform with
guests, Zomble Surfers, on Saturday,
June 16, at Finney's Pub, 3965 Wood-
;;:7::. Detroit. For Informatlon, call 833

© TRINIDAD TRIPOLI BTEEL BARD

‘Trinldad Tripoli Steel Band will per-
form on Saturday, June 16, at Club
Heldelberg. 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
information, call §83-7758.

© URIAH HEEP

Uriab Heep will perform on Saturday,
June 18, at Key West, 24230 W, Six Mile,
Just west of Telegraph. For Informatlon,
call 5520553,
® CRO-MAGS

Cro-Mags will perlmn o6 Satarday,
June 18, ll Bloodles, 21139 W. Seven

Lmule. Detrolt. For ln!omutlnn. call 535. -
102. :

© LUTHER ALLISON

Luther Allison wlIL perform on Satur-
day, June 16, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call 96~
247

CDs

Here are the results from “Listener
Appreciation Night 1" on -FM
89.3, which listeners selected the top 8%
50ngs of the 19803, Here s (he top-10.

1.*Just Like Heaven," The Care

2. “How Soon Is Now," The Smitks

3. “Strangelove,” Depeche Mode

4. "Headhunter,” Froot 242

5. "Stigmata,” Mialstry

8. “Love Will Tear Us Apart,” Joy Divi-

shan.
7. “Bizarre Love Triangle,” New Order
9. "Disappolated,” Public Image Ltd.

* 9. *This Corrislon,” Sisters of Merey

10. “Bela Lugosi’s Dead,” Banhavs

Here are the top 10 selling compal
discs at Compact Disc Statlon ln ller
mingbam.

1. “1 Do Not Want What I Haven't Got.”

ead O'Connor
2, "nrlaﬂe." Heart

‘Changes.” David Bowie

"Vluhlzr. Mode
5 “Behind the Muk,"mutwmd Muk

8. “Charmed Life,” Billy ldol
7. “Rest of " Van
8."Blue

10, "Wilson Phlltips,” Wilson PAlllips

T:éYBOATTOY
BOATTOYBOAT

,
¥ — O-Positive
o-f’osltlvc is a Boston-based band
tha} showed remarkable potential on
a plll' of releases, the most notably
LP *Cloud Factory” which
n:éelved favorable reviews in a host
of mpsic publications and charted in
thé Tavin Report and Relling Stone.
The beauty of O-Positive's music
h&nqlwnyﬂ been their abllity to pres-
enf.an echoing, atmospheric sound
1tha breath of lon,
Jdlortumlely, we don't hear
endibgh of that on the band's major
m debut, “ToyBoatToyBoatToy-
{Eplc). Instead, what we do
beabds a group that has undoubtedly
h:god over the relglu to lhe pro-
dubet.

AW
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w brought O-Positive their fol-
lmgonmEutCout and be-
¥
Granted, there are flashes of the
er O-Positive in songs “On to
thing” -and “Holding on to
Yaqu" In “On to sameuﬂng." vocallst
va Herlihy and gultarist Alan Pet-
il let Joose .nd delve Into a dlffer-
e} realm. “Holding on {0 You" s a
wQ.;umu plece with band mem-

e

ber Dave Martin adding background
nolse with a saw,

The rest of the LP Is cralted with
pap sensibilities, breaking few tradi-

tions. “ToyBoatToyBoatToyBoat™
producer Peter Walsh has worked
with the likes of Peter Gabrlel, Sim-
ple Minds and Love & Rockets, To
his credit, he brings out several sides
of O-Positive. Albelt, sometimes not
always the best. Case in polnt In the
funk-laden “International,” which Is
a bar-band dance number better left
on the floor along with the spilled
beer and clgaretic butts.

Welghing pluses and minuses, O-
Positive still comes out ahead. But,
holding thelr past agalnst them, we
expect alittle mom

rry O'Connor

STUCK
TOGETHER WITH
GOD’S GLUE

—- Something
Happens

Something Happens' debut album,
“Stuck Together With God's Glue,”
on Charlsma Records is something
of a shock at first. Especially, if one
has had a listen to their two previe
ous, import-only releases on Virgin
“I Know Ray Harman" (EP) and
“Been There, Seen That, Done That.”

Those twe products fealured a
raw, driving gultar outflt with a
tnnck for clever, heart!:l( Iyrics.

since
anpeus has always been a reputed
raucous act on stage, earning “Top
Live Act” honora In a Hot Press
magazine reader’s poll nver fellow
Irishmen U2,
With this effort, though, lhp

bave gone from rock alley out onto”

Pop Avenue, Thoso precious melo-
dles and indelible hooks only hinted
at before are refined, and in some

cases, redefined,

The cnd result is a damn fine al-
bum that bas the potentinl for com-
merelal success. No matter what

musical persunsion one comes from
== be it from New Music sensibllitles
or from straight-ahead rock-and-roll
stock — 1% hard lo deny this four-
some's its due.

Tom Dunne’s mellow, well-honed
vocals have always had the perfect
foil in Ray Harman's splrited guitar.

This e, Harmao's guitar iy
tempered a b!l. though Its rawness

peaks through on "“Hello, Hello, Hel-
lo, Helln. Hello (Petrol) and “I Had a

Feeling.'

Dunne helps bring this album
home, milking eack lyric for its
worth with his amooth vocal render-
ings. For example, “Kill the Roses™
is otherwise AOR argot until Duane
gets ahold of this number. Al
with the plano on “Parachute,” the
Dunne-Harman combination fs as

unbeatable.
Which t ba said for “Stuck
‘Together With God'’s Glue.”

+ =—LarryO'Connor -

SHHH.
— Shouting Club

The Shouting Club has pever been
one to knock you over with thelr mu-
sicianship, or for that matter, thelr
vocals. Yet they get the job done.

For the most part, Shoutlag Club
Su on thelr debut cassette/CD
release, “Shhh , . " (Dogbunny).

One reason why Is many bands ex-

“ist only to meake songs {(and meet

girlsy Shouting Club exists becanse
of thelr songa.

Earcatching pumbers such a3
“Call,” “Bible Bdt‘" and “6 am.”
have become as much of the band's

‘l.nry. Yes, that's right, fouryear his-

tory.
you've never

Chances are, though, .
buﬁolmmmmmm

lne. The maln reason for that Is the
lour-membq- outfit seldom

forms live. While a few groups coald *

stand for fewer dates In the local

clob scene, the lack of appearances -
has almest been to the
(:lub‘n detriment. As a result, live -

ﬂwhnbmmwn
Thiy I3 why “Shhh . . » Is more ;,
record

than just. another, to.the th
* Shouting Club, If anything, the cas- - -

voice wrenched -
trytng to feign Indiifer-
ence, Too bad be left. Ho was just @
cosaing into his own as a voeallst.
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