OCC, Walsh to open small bu

By Ryan Tutak
statl writer

‘Two area colleges plan to open a
$240,000 center to ald small compa-
nl? In Oakland County as soon as

uly,

Walsh College and Qakland Com-
munity College officlals started ne-
gotiations in February to finance a
non-profit center to train and coun-
sel local business owners.

“We want to marry the nceds of
small buslness peaple to the services
that Walsh and OCC can best deliv-
er,” Mary Comden, OCC public pro-
fesslonal institute dean, sald. ‘The
small buslness person wil be the
backbene of Michlgan's economy.”

Each school recently approved the
center conceptually. OCC's board of
{rustees must approve a budget, to

be submltted for conslderation by
August, “unless something gocs
haywlre,” interim Chancellor Rich-
ard Thompson sald,

The center is “very probable,”
said Dorothy Heyart, program man-
ager at the Michlgan Small Business
Development Center, which drafted
the proposal for the new center.

THE OAKLAND County Buslness
Development Center, slotted for the
Walsh campus in Troy, should offer
counseling services by July, she said.

0CC's Royal Oak campus will
apen a sccond center by January
1992 If the flrst one prospers.

Tentative funding includes $50,000
from each schoo), $100,000 from the
Michigan center, $20,000 In federal
aid, and $20,000 from research and
development associatlons,

The center’s aim Is already clear,

‘The whole point is to help business
owners succeed by pointing out their
strengths and weaknesses and how to
overcome them to increase their

revenue base.’
' — Dorothy Heyart
Michigan Small Business
Development Center
1f abstract. The center would provide clients

“The whole point is to help busl-
ness owners succeed by pointing out
thelr strengths and weaknesses and
how (o overcome them to Increase
thelr revenue base,” Heyart sald.

OCC drafts qualifications,
places ad for chancellor

By Ryan Tutak
stall wrlter

Oakland Co College’s

member committee of OCC trustees,
administrators, and faculty.

Qualificatlons Include “evidence
f

Board of Trustees will choose a new
chancellor probably by January and
will prepare a short list of candi-
dates In August,

The board met Junc 3 to finalize
an advertlsement for the post to ap-
pear in educatlonal publications
startlng this week.

o tcaching,” preferably a
doctorate, and a “successful experi-
ence as a community college presi-
dent or senlor admlnlstrator in a
multi-campus  district or complex
organlzatlonal structure,”

OCC should receive 75-125 appll-
cations for the job, sald David Pon-
itz, a consultant to the committec

‘The ad, a job profile including 14
quallfications, was drafted by a 22.

and p of Sinclalr C
College In Dayton, Ohlo.

THE COMMITTEE will screen
applicants and suggest about 20 can-
didates (o the board Aug. 20 for re-
view In closed session, board vice
chalrwoman Margaret MacTavish
sald, adding the board would narrow
the list for further review by the
commlttee,

In OCC's last chancellor search
five ycars ago, the board inter-
viewed the three finalists publlely
before choosing Stephen Nicholson tn
a closed sesslon vote, OCC communi-
cal;ons direetor George Cartsonls
said.

with flnancla) assessments and per-
form market analyses of their prod-

ucts,
The schools also would provide cli-
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siness center

ents with a pool of seasoned emplay-
ee candldates, some who might In-
tern at the center as students, Walsh
Coltege executive vice president Da-
vid Spencer said.

THE MICHIGAN Small Business
Development Center chose the two
colleges to host the Qakland center
because their facilities fIt small
business needs. Walsh, a private
bustness school, has an extensive tax
library. OCC offers tralnlng pro-
grams for students and companles to
operate and manage automated pro-
duction systems.

“Junlor colleges are more applied
rather than research oriented, and
small businesses need those kind of
programs (o grow,” said Mark
Clevey, vice president of small busl-

nesses for Merra, an assoctation that
will help the center. )

‘The center will have more than
500 clients the first year, among &
potential 16,000 {lrms, Heyart estid
mated.

-“This is going to be a major centen
In the state” she sald. “Walsh and
OCC arc located in the most active
business community in the state,”

The state has more than 50 small-
business centers, most at unlverst
ties and community colleges. Wayne
State's center serves 3,600 clients a
year, typically providing short-term
counseling and referrals to start-up.
businesses. .

“We're Jooking to cstablish longs.
term husiness relations with cli-
ents,” she sald. “We're lookIng to be-
come ihelr buslness partners.”
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Somenset Mall, 643-6700
2849 West Big Beaver Road, Troy

SAVE $52-$155 on selected men's suits
SAVE $45-$75 on selected men's sportcoats
SAVE 30% on selected womenswear

When you shop with us you also receive expert fittings and
alterations, skillfully completed by our own, on premise tailors.
Plus, guaranteed satisfaction. We stand behind our products
and alterations 100%. We're not satisfied until you are.
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Graham & Gunn Led Charge, The American Express Cand,
Diners Club Cand, Discavee Canl, MasterCard, Visa
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ALL PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE

FURNITURE!

For the first time ever, St (Gl brings -
you factory-authorized savings of 40% on all

Pennsylvania House
special r)rd’ers.-

Bedrooms, dining rooms, living
rooms in'solid cherry, ozk,
pine, mahogany, and more.
Comfortable, custom-tailored ,
sofas and chairs in styles you'll
love. All Pennsylvania House -
all on sale. This sale has never
happened before, and may
never happen again,

Visit Stewart~Glenn I(»Hriy.

furniture, including
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of Bloowfleld Hills

2600 N. - Woodward Ave.
Just South of Square Lake Rd.

. Fine Furniture Since
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Open Mon., Thun., Frd. "0l 9 p ms Tues, Wed., Sat, 't $:30 pm.
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