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Sled hill

trict takes a constructive look at the sled

T'S ABOUT time the Farmington school dis-
E Road,

hill at and Far

Danger: It can’t be minimized

S(:hool board member Susan

R is right: Times have

i . next to the Lewis
Center in Farmington.

¢ Hundreds of colorfully snow-suited kids flock
to the ‘easily accessible hill after a good

ative

changed on the once-rural
hillside.

— the specially designed sled hill at Heritage
}’ark in Farmlnglun Hills notwithstanding.

+ Asfar as we're cnnccrned and as fun as s]edu-
jng can be, the S| hill is an

both head-on and side crashes, which have
brnughl not only bloody injuries but also a tobog-
gan ban,

+ That's not to say we necessarily faver closing
ihe hill to sledding. But that option can't be dis-
missed unless the hill’s safety record improves
— dramatically,

WHAT'S DISTINCTIVE about the hill is that it
can be enjoyable one moment and dangerous the
next. School board member Susan Rennels is
right: Times have changed on the once-rural
hitlside.

Slippery conditions, mud holes, wild sledding
and limited stopping distance at the base often
combine with the hill's huge width to spell trou-
ble."

‘The wide-ranging age of the kids who take to
the slope also has triggered collisions between

viaiting to happen. We've witnessed our share of

What's more, the hill's base abuts a major road
with only a temporary fence in between.

We await the school board’s June 19 discusslon
of an administrative proposal to plant evergreen
rees on the hill, effectively closing it to sledding.
We don't know if that's the answer. Such plant-
ings could well pose a safely hazard of their own.

BUT WE do know the situation demands a full
public airing. If safety improvements can be in-
troduced and sleddlng rules can be enforced,
great. Then let the sleds run. But if they can't,
parents must wake up to the hill's persistent
danger.

Mcanwhile, the Farmington City Council
should formally present its reservations about
the hill to the school board.

We don’t want to see a youngster sertously in-
jured while we wait for the schools and the clty
tostep up Lo their civic responsibility and meet the
necd for safer conditions on the best-known sted
hill in the community.

sleds going at different speceds
directions.

and in different Safety and liability can’t be compromised,
even in the face of nostalgic public sentiment.

State lawmaker’s survey
sparks heated response

WHAT A lot of peaple may not re- '

The writer, John F. Hubbard, is

a resident of Farmington Hills.

QUESTION: ASSAULT weapons
have been an active tople of discus-
sjon In Lansing and In Washtngton.
Wauld you favor or oppose restrie-
tions to Iimit the of as-

guest
column

sault-type weapons?

According to the Observer's May 7
front-page artlele, "Resldents say no
Guns,” state Rep. Jan Dotan’s con-
cluslons from her questlonnaire re-
sults regarding “assavlt-type weap-
ons™ were:

® Dolan: “Ninety percent want
llmlu That's very strong lMIings

ABOUT ONE year ngo, newly
elected Rep. Dolan Initially co-spon-
sored some legislatlon that proposed
some limlts or restrictions or regls-
tering requirements for owners and/
or potential purchasers of a vngualy
defined “assault-type weapans.”
to the proposed leg-

ding to standard

percent of the 3,634 survey rt\
sponses out of 39,172 questionnaires
malled cquals only 3,271, or 8.3 per-
cent, positlve responses for unspecl-
fied limits on assault-type weapons.
1 am curicus as to what her conclu-
ston s about the remainlng 91.7 per-
cent. How can she infer exactly what
further "limits” these 3,271 respon-
dents wanted?

If 1 reported her flimsy conclusion
of “strong feclings” from this lmit-

My
lsl:ulon was based on the polntless
strain to police and the law-abiding
cltizens who would comply with 2
new law, but wouldn't be committing
erlmes In the first place. To comply
with the propesed law, 1 would have
had to stand In line for several haLun

allze about the Stockten, Callf,

schoolyard atroclty that started the
vassault” flrearm controversy s
that the killer was a known multiple

felon with a known histnry of mental ™
problems and was nevertheless able -
to caslly and rcpeatedy violate sev- -

eral flrearms purchase restrictlons.

Not only did the California palice
and judicial system repeatedly drop
the ball on this killer, but California
{and Washington) did not appropri-
ate enough resources to enable en-
forcement of extensive laws and re-
strictlons already on the books, A de-
veloping trend now appears to be
various governments making even
more laws that can't be enforced and
still wan't help any erime problems.

In summary, I don't have a prob-
tem with law-abidlng citlzens cwn-
ing any type of flrearm, nor with
Iaw-ahldlng clllz::ni drivlng nny type

with several hundred other )
ing cltizens who happen to be fire-
arm ewners, while the Farmington/
Farmington Hills police then try to
cope with the sudden increase In
fircarms and paper-

od data and

gy for a design of
project In my engineering omru Ird
be promptly ejected from the meet-

ng.

® Dolan: “They don't see tho Na-
tional Rlfle Association’s justifica-
ton for assault-lype weapons.” Do-
lan: “They sald they saw no need for
them to be In private hands."

1 don't sce how she can make these
conelusions. What information in the
questlonnalre and the response sup-
port these assertlons?

® Dolan: “These responses help
me when we get to issues, such as
gins. They give me somcthing on
which to base my standing.” What a
revealing statement, First, the ques-
tlon specifically referred to “as-
sault-type weapons,” which Rep. Do-
lan now changes to “guns.” What
does this mean?

parting req
The police have better things to do
than this, and sodo I

cl!izens drlnklng :my lype of alcahnl

But I do have a problem with -

criminals possessing firearms of any
type, drunks driving autemobiles of
any type, leresponsible use of alco-
hol and with elected representatives
that aren't thinking elcarly, rational-
1y and fairly.

know your government

1.ooking for information about state governmeni? The League of -

*Women Voters has a toll-free lelephone service (t-800-292-5823)
that may be helplul.

The league's Citizen Information Cenler in Lansing offers to help

people hind oul aboul such things as pending legislahon, the slate
constilution, election laws, voting regulations or tax information.

The telephone 1s answered from 10:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.m. week-
days.

‘)rlho {elephone service 1s paid for by the league's educanton fund,
The League ol Women Voters (s a non-pralit orgamzation thal works
1o keep volers inleresied and informed aboul governmental ssues.

from our readers

Students earn
public praise

To Lhe editor:

Personally, and on behali of the
Farminglon Historical Soclety, 1
wish to publicly thank and commend
the atudents and teachers who par-
ticlpated in the Farmington Histori-
cal Socjety’s recent writing contest.

Many of the entrles from eighth
graders of Power and O.E. Dunckel
mlddle schools were show-
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To the edltor:
Thank you for helplng mnkc our
Retlred

Ing well-done research Inte our local
history, conducting personal Inter-
viéws and producing well-written fi-
na) reports.

The quality of most — not just a
few — arc exceptional, and bespeaks
wall of the personnel of the Farm-
Ingten Schools.

It was very difficult to judge these
to’plek the “Winners,” but I consider
all the entries “Winners” in that the
stidents learncd how to do original
research, how to prepare a well-doc-
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NATIONAL WHOLESALE RUG CO.

FARMINGTON

Bel-Afre Drug, 24089 Orchard Lake, Farmington
Cambridge Drugs, 31614 Grand River, Farmington
-Taylor Prescripton, 32316 Grand River, Farmington

LIVONIA
. B&B Pharmacy, Inc., 28287 Plymouth Rd,, Livonia
Basellne Drugs, Inc., 33479 W. Eight Mile, Livonla -
Drugland of Livenia, 18975 Middlebelt, Livonla
Family RX Center, 27712 Joy #d., Livonla :
Prof, Village Pharmacy of Livonia, 10357 Fammington Re., Livonla

NO
Cambridge Drugs of Nowi, Inc., 43440 Ten Mile Rd., Novi

SOUTHFIELD
Ira Smith Pharmacy, 21847 W. Nine Mile, Southtisld
Greenfield Drugs, 29255 Greenfield, Southfleld

WESTLAND

Famlly Drug Mart Inc., 1930 Vanoy, Westland

Westland Maple Drugs, 34500 Ford Rd., Westland
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