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RADITION calls for students to tearn
from teachers. But the reverse also can
be true.

Such is the case with the Farmington
schoul distriet’s fledgling recyeling study con-
mittee, It's the product of strong student encour-
agement to make reeyeling an integral part o1
school life,

As hup:.rmundunl Mike [‘I.um;,.m readily
knowledged: ™ &
ple has given us
ously. They're w:

We're pleased the school district is flir
with a determined push to reduce the solid was
flow.

But the obvious question is, What the heek tuok
the schouls, supposedly & community leader, su
long in making such tal commitment?

With a new administrition at the helm in the
district nerve center atop Shiawassee Hill, the
blame falls squarely on the school buard. It's the
district policymaker. But we vigorously suppurt
its stepped-up commitment to reeycling, howev-
er belated,
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GARBAGE ISN'T something you pay much
altention to — until it piles up. Then it’s & potent
concern. Sulid waste disposal isn’t @ major prob-
lem in Farmington or minglon Hills yet. But
it's a crisis in the making.

Americans generate more than twice as much
waste per persol residents in Japan or West
Germany. We throw away a ton of garbage a
year per person, the experts

Tipping fees at tandfills. long the destination of
dumpster trash. are skyrocketing as older sites
fill up.

New landfills are rare. As Debra Larson,
Farminglon Public Schools food servives super-
visor, put *No one is thrilled with garbage
being planted in their back yards.”

Bestdes bringing recycling to the forefront in

EMO TO OUR area's recent college
graduates:

Congratulations. You've worked

hard, at least some of the time, and

now stand ready to reap the [ruits of your labor.

After all, you're the ones who, according o sur-

veys, list acquisition of materia) weaith right at
(e top of your pust-collegiate goals.

Welcome to the real world — where those
fruits may have to ripen on the vine a good long
time before harvesting.

For years, all you've had lo worry about was
your grade point average. Now, we're going 1o
tell you about the number that really matters —
the bottom line.

LET'S TALK wheels, We know you've had your
eye on a shiny, new Porsche. Admit it. But you
can't gel a Porsche, even used, for much less
than $45,000. Now, doesn't that fully loaded com-
pact car look like a stea) at less than $10,0007

Everybody can't own a Porsche, that's true.
But everyone can look like they do, right?

Consider this. List price (or one of those short-
sleeve cotton shirts, with the famous polo player
monogram is about $50-65. List price for a
short-sleeve cotton shirt, without polo player
monogram — about $15-§25.

Wait a minute, you say. You'll have plenty of
meney for both the car and the fancy shirt with
the kind of take home pay you'll be getting.

Well, you're starting salary, if you're lucky,
might reach as high as $25,000. That's the rough
average of all workers in Michigan,

Just for comparison, Lee Tacocca’s recent an-
nuat salary was $3.7 million according to one
survey - and he only ranked 12th among big
time CEOs.

But it shouldn't mean the end for the
the annual Rouge Rescue,

This month more than 2,000 area residents re-
turned to the Rouge for the annual volunteer
cleanup.
US. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, would
like to expand the cleanup inte a year-round
event. Hl:’s proposed legislation to that effect.

SING THE Army Corps of Engineers to
E clean the Rouge River is a good idea.

’I'HA’I"S A GOOD idea, especially in light of
Michigan’: 'S traditionally Iuw rate of return on the
tax dollars it sends the federal government. The
corps’. new to envir pre-
serving projects is also a welcome sign.

Recycling

Schools should show the way

College grads
There’s more to life than money

Rouge cleanup
Army, volunteers are good combo

the schuols. Farmington students have shown
compelting interest in one of the mst dreaded
tears of any cunmnnity Baving a ton ol trash
and having no place o put it

Eust Middle Sehools Farth Care Fair. High

meadow Common Campus™ Trash Bash. Dunckel
Middle School’s town tray boycoll, Fairview
Earty Childhuod Center's reeycling center visit
Farmiogton Ihgh's Roeuge Rescue effint — con-

sciousness raisers all.

WHAT L can the school district do? 13

cle, re reduce And share the students’ en.
thusiasm
The schools should be committed to ceducating

the public by quelting rumors and spreading
facts. And they shuuld practice what they teach,
to recycle computer paper, yeene tr
and uther o conipos|
grass clippings: and to use recycled and recyel-
able geods,

We applagd their comitment to
engine oil, fryer fat and household batte

But they also should take & cue frum Novi. At
tunchtime tiere, students, lor example, put the
polystyrene trays in one place and pl‘: C uten-
sils in another. A specialty company later turns
the trays into pellets, from whick manufacturers
make a variety of products. ‘Phe schools are
looking for a source to recycle the collected
plasti

Meanwhile, Farmington Public Schools should

g

World champions.

We join coach Dee Krause and Farmington
Public Schools in bursting with pride over
the world title that Warner Middle School
students (from left) James Haynes, Marie

SHARON LeMIEUX/31alt photographor

Rowtand, Carrie Riordan and Gordon Eick
won in the geographic category of Odyssey
0! the Mind academic problem-solving com-
petition June 2 in lowa.

Tripp, Jon Krause, Amy Roberts, Sumantha

Public support a key
for public education

MORE THAN & century ago, edu-
cator Horace Mann pushed passion-
ately for public suppurt and contro}
of the quickly growing network of
American schools.

The Massachusetts native  also
made an impassioned piteh for bet-
ter-trained teachers and aroused

ter turnout, not only because 60 per-
went of every local tax dollar goes to
the school dlstrict, but also because
a sound education has become 0 vi-

tal.

It's mindboggling why voters
wouldn't want a direct say In the dls-
mus leadership, In who's setting

seck out new markets for 'y . And it
should help cut waste at the source by trying not
to patronize firms with excessive or unrecyel-
able packaging.

Why not make “recycled
factor in the bid/purchase pro

When it comes to recyeling. our schools should
boldly exereise their role as i conununity leader
They should be pre-active, not just reactive.

and recyclable™ a

Maybe you'll be among the lucky
ones who learn that there’s more
to life than rapid, and rampant,
acquisition of material goods.

Waorried about your rapid entry to the buard
rovm? Maybe you should first worry about cur-
rent and future debts,

Your college educition cost
around $19,000, based on four years
university, including roomn and board.

somewhere
at a public

YOUR KIS college education will lIkL]\ cost
three to four times that, so start saving,

We haven't even mentioned housing. The price
for a cozy three-bedroom home in vne of our
area’s growing suburbs: at least $100,000, give or
take a thousand or twa.

Dear old¢ mom and dad would have prebably
paid at least half that for the same house 25
years ago,

What about your future, you say? You'it prob-
ably have more than one, Your life expectancy is
about 72 for men, 78 fur women. The guod news,
that means you have at least a half-century teft.
The bad news, you'll probably have to work for
at least 40 of those years - and prnbnbly maore.

We don’t want to rain on anyone’s parade. But
life Is for learning.

Who knows, maybe you'll be among the Jucky
ones who learn that ther: 1t riap.

id. and rampant, acquisition of mate goods.
. And that acquisition often involves saerific .

Welcome to the rea) world.

But the strength of Rouge cleanup efforts is
that they take place at the grassroots level

And it’s important to keep the grassrools spirit
alive.

Our hope is that the Army Corps will help has.
ten the day when area residents can once again
use the Rouge.

Our fear is that, once people do, they'll begin
to forget just how hard it was to clean the river
— and how easy it was to pollute.

Friends of the Rouge and the Army Corps say
that won't kuppen, that there will still be a place
for volunteer efforts even after the government
cleanup.

Here's hoping that's true.

policy for our kids. B

ly inferest for Ilmpi 13
the basic curriculum

In Mana's tine, with public educa-
tlon in its jnfancy and farming the
leading source of jobs, the rudiments
of learning often were limited to
reading, writing and arithmetic.

But to achleve both professional
and personal security in the Hercely
competitive world of tuday, a wider,
more rigorous educational approach
is crucial.

‘The hitch is that muny property
awners are struggling to meet re-
lentless tax demands.

A public financial commitment,
which Mann so cloquently champl-
oned, continues to be the strongest
insurance against a downturn in edu-
catlonal quality.

But taxpayer vigilance is {he best
way to keep a $92 million budget
fromn spiraling relentlessly.

Within that backdrop — and at a
time when the Legislature [s taking
a long look at equalized school dis-
triet fundlng — Farmington Public
Schools vaters filled two board of vd-
ucatlon seats Monday.

The victors, challenger Cathy
Webb and incutnbent Jack Inch, will

serve the community well. They
knaw their way around the schools
and are in touch with the people,

THE YOTER turnout, 446 per-
cent, was better thun last year's 2.95
jreecent. But given the 11,000-student
district has more than §0,000 regis-
tered voturs, 1 fuund the turnout ap-
patling!

The Observer dedicated many sto-
fies over many weeks to the nine-
candidate race.

There surely was no shortage of
issues,

AsThe Observer wrote last week,
issues span the education spectrum:
class size, drug-free zones, high-tech
teaching tools, board goals, test
scores, special education, gifted edu-
catlon, schools of chotce, facllity
oceds, dualincome fapilics, pro-
gram continuity, balanced learning
apportunities, foreign language,
property tax relief,

To that list I would add reading
skills, preschool programs, gradua-
tion requirements and vocatlonal ed-
ucation.

I''n dumnbfounded at the meek vo-

INCUMBENCY DIDN'T mean au-
tumatle victory at the polls Mondny
— as well It shouldn't,

Just as It's good for an Incumbent
to be challenged, it's even better for
an incumbent to face a tough chal.
lenge. More of what people need to
know to cast an Informed vate lends
10 get out Into the apen then,

Webb's stunning effort, pacing the
huge field with more than 1,340
votes, doesn't Just reflect a solld
campaign organization. It punctu.
ates her percelved abllity to bring
the people of the school dlstrict to-
gether, not draw them apart.

Inch, never one to back down fg
matter how tough the going gets,
fended off a guisy bid by third-placé
finisher Laura Myers, a quality can:
didate in her own right,

With Election Day now pasl:
Webb, Inch and the rest of the schoa)
board must re-dedicate themselves
to keeping Students on a steady
course so, after graduation, theg
have the skllls and savvy nccusary
to compete in life,

Hob Sklar is editor of the Far"h
ington Observer. .
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Farmington readers’ forum

Letiers must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the wuler. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send letters 1o
Readers’ Forumn, Faiminglon Ubserver, 21898 Farmington Road, Farming-

ton 48024.

Porn column
missed point

To the editor:

I read with sadness your support
of the porn-peddlers, who produce
garbage strictly for gain, and the
puwer-hungry corporations that also
care little for morals or anythlng ac-
cept power and greed.

‘The American Family Assoclation
should be applauded for doing some-
thing about parn, and not ridicuted.

The managing cditor's view Is
nalve and aveids the overwhelming
evidence. Porn is a problem and
needs to be exposed (no pun intend-
ed) for the harm it is causing,

The victimless view held by your
editor towards porn refuses to ac-
cept that porn Is habit forming, can
became obsessive and has produced
terrible consequences.

In 1967, John Norman Collins
murdered a young lady in a ceme-
tery in Ypshlanti, leaving behind nu-
merous porn magazines around her
body. The women in the magazine
were not accessible — his poor and
innocent victim was.

This is played out dally throughout
the communitles of our natlon as sin-
sick perverts can no longer get

enough from just perusing and view
women as sexual objects for their
personal gratlflcatlon,

The extreme view of the First
Amendment by the liberals in the
press as well as their obsession with
banning nothing short of murder has
caused so many to sulfer. Do you
suppose that the First Amendment
wrlters ever thought thelr words
would huve caused porn to be given
soclally redeeming value?

The  former atlorney-general's
study and many pursonal testimon-
les of rapists/murderers llke Ted
Bundy have 10ld of the part that porn
has played in their enflammed fan-
tasy life.

Daily, there are countless crimes
against Innocent women and chil-
dren because of these soclally ac.
ceptable instruments of fantasies for
power over women and altetnpts at
affection by valn diverslons of self-
centeredness.

Pornography overtly treats wom-
en as one dimenslonal, having nel-
ther soul nor personality. The flgure
is supreme and women an object to

possessed, not a speclal, caring,
foving human being of warth. Al
sexuallty is reduced to a fraud for
the sake of amusement Instead the
ultimate expression In love and af-

The ;lnznglh of our country is not

— Obseruer & Eccentric® Newspapers

diversity, as stated [n the column by
Mr. Barnaby, but is goodness, Por-
nography is a merry-go-round of us-
Ing peaple to make money and the
dehumanizing of beautiful women
and making them objects, not poopl:
with feelings and worth.

It s not nonsense or negative w
stop something abusive to humap
worth and personal dignlty but
uplifting to all concerned.

Mickac! Dllll,
Furmlagton llul,

Opinions are
to be shared :

While The Observer expresses its
epinions on the editorlal page, we al3
ways leave space open for our rea
ers to express their ideas, .

Submltting a letter to the cdlto§
for publicatlon is easy. We ask that
letters be typewritten or printed led
gibly and kept to 300 words or lessy
They must be signed and Include tht{
address of the sender,

Naraes wHI be withheld only m{
the best of reasons, and the decisiort
to do 50 will be made by the editor. ©

Letters may be malled or hand-de*
livered to our offlce at 21898 Farms
Ington Road, Farmington 48024,
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