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‘Boats revel in
steéamship era

By Roborta Schwartz
speaclal writor

Although Detroit's two historic steamers, the
Columbia and Ste. Claire, no lunger leave from
the old dock at the foot of Woodward, they still
create the sense of wonder and excitement that
they.dld when they were first launched 100
years ago.

These two busy steamers survived when other
historic shlps like the famed Put-in-Bay, Tash-
mav and City of Detroit HI were elther burned
or junked. Today, they announce the coming of
summer with thelr shuttles to Boblo Island, 18
miles from Detroit.

These clariens of summer annaunce the com-
ing of the season!us they ferry U;ln grcat-grzu(;

c

of
many years ago. They have become part of the
life fabrle of thousands of Michlganians who
love the twin vessels.

In the 1950's interest in excursion boating de-
“clined as more people Invested In thelr own
" pleasure craft, And yet, the immaculate white

and blue of the Boblo steamers continues to
glide from onc century to the next without hesl-
tation.

Thelr 96 minute trips to the small green Island
of picnles and amusement rides has become a
scasonal tradition to thousands of families.

Bablo boats recall a bygone era when steam-

* ships'were king of the Great Lakes. In the 1890's
: - the Détroit, Belle Isle and Windsor Ferry Com-
_ " pany operated a regular service that carried
+ passbnigers from Detrolt and Windsor to tocal
It soon acquired Bois Blanc Island that
was'changed to Boblo Island in 1908 when the
owners declded that name was easler to pro-
naiince.
Bols Blanc was the French name (white
woods) that honored the beautlful white blrches
and:beach trees that swayed and shimmered in
the'éool breezes of the Detrolt River.

Thetisland;"which was opened in 1898, sits on
the Detrolt River, within sight of Lake Erie. In
1901, the ferry company asked Frank Kirby to
desiga arnew vessel because island trips had be-
come qulte popular. The Detroit Shipbuilding
Company launched the Columbia in 1902 and
towed it to the Orleans Strect dock for comple-

e Columbia, a shiny vessel with three spa-

decks to accommodate passengers, mea-

218 feet in length and 60 feet in breadth,

This trim 968 ton vessel was deslgned to carry

4, but today's marine safety stand-
ards allow only 2,500,

370 Ber rial run to Bois Blanc Island in July

02, the Columbia set a record by arriving in

t 80 minutes, 25 minutes less than the other

els the ferry company operated. That eve-

Hing she sailed’a moonlight veyage for a church

oup. fn 19H4the ferry company launched the
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Ciad in buckskin this staff member of Fort Clatsop, demonstrates a wood vise. It was often used to make sharp points on
logs to guard tront and rear exits of the fort.

LOG CABINS AND BUCKSKIN

INHABIT THE NORTHWEST
ay. : AR ".“ *‘ Orcgon Historical Socicty to bwld a replica of the

original fori. Three Finnish carpenters {from Asto-
ria are credited with the actual constructlon.

By Shorry Kehan
spocinl writer v

In high wind, 31 men, one woman, one baby and

one Newloundland dog flcd the tides and storms of
the Paclfic Ocean, looking for a calmer place to
camg,
Making their way along the Columbla Rlver In
five dugout canocs, they turned In to a smaller path
of water. Soan they beached their boats on the edge
of a dense forest.

Tatl Douglas fir trees rose above them, aleng
with Grand fir, Sitka spruce, Western Red Cedar,
Mountain Hemlock and Red Adler,

In spring, summer or fall, sunlight would siice
through the branches the of these trees and the for-
est would be blossoming and protective. But this
sodden crew, members of the Lewis and Clark ex-
pedition, arrived In December 1805, in the cold,
of winter when the woods are like 2 rain

e, Claire t g crowds.

Year alter year, these two trusty ships

YHGhgh the Detrolt River loaded with

(ppy passéngers, In 1876, the historic

athoose at the foot of Woodward was

part of a waterfront renovation. The

b were moved west of Cobo Hall to a spot

ee the haven of the Detrolt and Cleveland

favigation Company.

The Detroit, Belle Isle, and Windsor Ferry

umpany owned the boats for  half century and

1919 sold thelr holdings to Troy H. Browning.

e Browning family worked to Improve the is-

nd and kept the boats from extinction when

er similar crafts were destroyed one by one.

1979, the Browning famlly sold its interest to

oup- of Investors and four years later the

=Automobile Club of Michigan bought the compa-
y and rescued it from bankruptey.

forest with water dripplng from every llmb.

THE EARLY 19th century Lewis and Clark crew
were sent by Presldent Thomas Jefferson to ex-
plere unclalmed and unknown parts of the north-
west. The presence of Americans was belleved to
help establish a United States claim to the territe-

ry.

Located on the northwest corner of Orcgon near
the Columbia River and four miles from the Paciflc
Qcean, the 125-acre property, orlginally settled
vpon by the Lewis and Clark crew is now called
Fort Clatsop Natlonal Memorial. Qwned by the fed-
eral government, It s administered by the National
Park Service, which in 1989 welcomed approxi-
mately 207,800 people.

The name, Fort Clatsop, was chosen because of
the friendly Clatsop Indlans,

SHERRY KAHAN

Smoke drifts from a chimney at Fort Clatsop on a warm
spring morning.

Captaln Merlwether Lewls and Captain Willlam
Clark were the leaders of the Northwest expedltion,
‘They admired cach other's abllities and were lang-
time frlends. Clark named his first son Meriwether.

ONCE THE cxplorers Ieit the forest in March
1806 to return home, thelr fort gradually deterlo-
rated and disappeared. Small efiorts to memortal-
lze the slte were made in the 19th and early 20th
centuries,

But success did not come untll 1955, the year of
the Lewis and Clark Sesquicentennlal. Groups from
the nearby port city of Astoria, Ore,, jolned with the

Other areas of interest near Fort Clatsop Include
the city of Astoria, the flrst permanent settlement
In the U.S. west of the Rockies. In 1811, it was a
busy fur trading center. The city boasts the flrst
port for ships entering the Columbla River, a Mari-
time Museum and three other museums celebrating
the town’s history. Charter fishing is avallable, and
the nearby deactivated Fort Stevens is now a state

ark.

e South of Fort Clatsop is the town of Seaslde,
where a replica of the salt werks used by the ox-
plorers can be seen.

‘THE HIGH waterfalls along the scenle Columbia
Gorge drive should not be missed and anyone who
enjoys the sight of occan water crashing against
rocks or rolling in on smooth beaches will want to
take a drive along the Oregon Coast, All beaches
are publle and eamping places are available in the
arca,

The coast is very popular so tourlsts should make
reservations by writing, ealling or visiting the
Chamber of Commerce in citles aleng the coast.

These cvents take place on weekends in late
spring, and daily from mid-June to Labor Day.

Driving into the Fort Clatsop National Memorial,
the first building in sight is the Visltor Center,
which is being expanded this year to triple its size.
It features audio-visual material on the expedition,
wall maps, memorabilia and a bronze statue which
includes Lewis and Clark. o Clatsop Indlan and
Lewis' dog, Seaman.
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alloén fastivals like this one in-Traverse City tle Creek
loat through the state every. summer. The Bat- is scheduled for Juno 16-23,
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7 Great Lakes’ baliloons

Summer [s fun. It starts officially June 21, but we are
alrcady celcbrating the great llfe of the Great Lakes,

I's fun, but sometimes we sce only the surface, the
Thlps ul[lfng by on our wonderful waterways or the bal- crossroa ds
oons going up In festivals that are already In full swing.
The Michigan Travel Burcau publishes the Mlchigan lris Sandel"son
Summer Travel Guide and Calendar of Events,
The burcau has 40 pages of summer events to list, and J ones

take riders up and away
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that docsn't include the many events that didn’t make
the list because thelr organizers couldn’t get thelr aets
together in time. Ing up, it made me think about balloons.

FOR THE second year, the Michlgan Travel Commls-
slon chose a few of Michigan's festivals to highlight as
part of the “Celcbrate! Lhe Creat Lakes Festivals™ pro-
motion,

Four of them are over: Blossomtime in Benton Har-
bor, Tullp Time in Hotland, the Highland Festival In
Alma and the Llloc Festival on Mackinac Istand.

. 'The Frankenmuth Bavarian Festival started Junc 9

and wiil go on through June 18, The Battle Creek Inter-

gnﬂol;:!zlgnlloan Champlonship comes up this weekend,
une .

I'VE HEARD a lot of Michlgan tourism statistics —
3,000 miles of Great Lakes shorellne, 11,000 inland
lakes, .830,000 pleasure boats — but there was ono
statistic In this little guldebook that really startled me:

“The water that flowed from Canada into Lake Supe-
rior at the start of the celebration last year won't flow
out to the North Atlantie for another 321 years."

That glves you an‘ldea about who or what is running
this world of ours, and it isn't the guys who make the

contrivances. .

1t work with balloens.

France, on June 15, 1783,

the same valume of cold air.

MICKY JONES Chaunel in a balloon.

Ball ch .

12 miles from Calals, France.

these festivals, and since the one in Battle Creek is com-*

WE THINK of hot air balloons as old-fashioned, link-
ing us to 19th century stories like “Avound the World in
80 Days.” The truth is that man existed for thousands ofC
years without the stightest concept of “heavier than alr”

Oh yes, we tried to fly and usually broke our necks’
doing it, but it took a couple of French brothers to make

Tt rose a thousand feet. They soon reallzed that it was
heat and not smoke that made the balloon rise; alr ex-
pands when heated, so a given volume welghs less than

ON JAN, 7, 1785, Jean Plerrc Blanchard of Philadel-
phla and U.S. physician J. Jeliries crossed the English

Thoy threw out ow:cry bit of ballast, including somo of
thelr own clothes, to stay aloft above the water and land
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Jacques Etienne and Joseph Montgelfler, paper man- ..
ufacturers, filled a 33-foat diameter paper balloon with *
smoke from a straw lire in Annonay, mear Lyons, .

That started me thinking about the orlgtns of some of .
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