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Indian Vill

By Joan Boram
spocin writer

This the first of three stories on houses in
Indian Village and the lifestyles of the people
who tive in them. The 11th annual Indian Vil
lage Home and Garden Tour is scheduled for
Saturday. For information, call 469-0537.

A couple of decades ago It was predicled that
early in the 21st century, the boundaries of De-
trolt, Chicago, and Cleveland would expand and
merge into a “Megalopolls.”

It's 1980, and metropolitan Detrolt is Inching
toward Ann Arbor. Ann Arbar, In turn, is creep-
ing up on Gary, Ind. It looks like Megalopolls Ls
Jjust around the corner.

No wonder, then, in the face of such dramatic
expanslon, that a slow, steady movement back
into cities has been almost unnoticed,

“When a man is tired of London he (s tired of
lite,” Dr. Samuel Johnson sald in the 18th eentu-
ry. It could have been sald It of any major city at
any time in history, and Americans today are
relearning the truth of Johnson's aphorfsm.

In keeplng with a national trend, downtown
Detrolt is attracting new residential construc-
tfon. Along the waterfront, several flne 0ld build.’
Ings have been converted to residential use.

And older, establishied neighborhoods such as
Corktown, Palmer Woods and Indian Village are
luring suburban families who appreciate the
quality of the archltecture and the convenlence
of living near the city's cultural instltutions and,
often, near work.

WHILE DETROIT, like other citles, has had
its upa and downs, Indian Village bas remained a
vibrant community of 350 stylish old homes,
Thanks to the efforts of dedlcated Vill:g:n and

1] be:

y Albert
. Kahz, George D. Mason, Willlam B, Stratton and
others, the nelghborhood was eatered in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places In 1972, The
Village kas also been entered as a state and city
historic district,

When Pat and Henry Stallings IT bought thelr
bouse on Iroquols, they thought they knew what
they were getting into, They had restored a house
in the West Village when they moved to Detrolt
from Birmin

Then, In 1988, u:cy bought the 4,000-square-
foot house on Iroquols that they live in today.
Bullt in 1817 for Armin Rickel, president of the
H.W. Rickel Malt Company, the bouse is a hybrid
of design. Rickel took out the bullding permit
himselt, 5o the architect is unknown.

Henry and Pat Stallinge with their chil-
dren Michelle, 4%, left and Jennifer,
2% enjoy a moment together in the

“The house had been empty for two years,”
sald Stalllngs, “and the heat and plumblng had
been abut off. We knew that it nceded work, but
we never thought it would be 1% years before
we could move in."

THE WOODWORK, Including the walnscotting
leading ugw the imposiog stalrcase in the front

Sixty pemenl of the house needed re-plastering.
And it needed new wiring and new plumbing.

*“There was no grass In the back yard. We took
out 380 bags of leaves,” Stallings said, adding
that be is still aghast at that.

“We thought we could do the strippiog our-
selves,” said his wife, a systems consultant for
ATE&T. “Benry was with the First Independence
Notional Bank then, We'd come home, cat,
change clothes and get to work."

DOUG SISALA
dining reom of their Indian Village
home,

It didn’t take long for reality to set ip. Eventu-
ally the Stallings had crews on Lwo shifts work
Ing to make the scven-bedroom home livable.
“"We were fust going to strip the woodwork on the
first floor and in the upstairs hallways,” she sald.
“But one of the workmen didn't understand and
he started on one of the bedrooms. So we wound

up stripping the whole house. We finally moved P

In May, 1985.”

TODAY, the Stalllngs and their daughters, Ni-
chale, 4%, and Jennifer, 2%, are glving new life

10 an o} house, There is & tank of hellum In the &

kall, used to provide balloons for the girls' blrth-
day partles and a Christmas ornament still hangs
from the chandeller In the eatronce hall. The
lawn and flower gardens are Stalllngs' pride and
Joy and there are plans to install a covered 20- by
32-foot awimming pool along the back of the
house. The house was featured on the 1986 Indian
Village house and garden tour.

Stallings has traveled extensively and his col-
lection of native arts and crafts enhances the
bouse’s period eharm.

fine assortment of masks from China,
Ghana, Nigerla, the Ivory Coast and Fuji Is in-
stalled In the walnscotting’s panels. Egyptian
masks and vases from China grace the dignlflied
maxtel. The cozy, pickled oak library, with its
heavy ceiling beams, is alive with photos of fam-
ily and {ricnds.

Why dld they do it? Why would anybody leave
a fine home in the suburbs and take on the grief,
to say nothing of the expense, of restoring an
u]dcrhome?

The woodwork and
wainscoating in the
hall and along the
stairway were
stripped and
redone, Some
manks which Henry
Stallings collected
are mounled along
the stalrs.

Maestro claims Detro
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By Avigdor Zaromp
“speclal writer

. Gunther Herblg experienced many
ups and downs during his six years
ere as music divector of the Detrolt
Symphony Orchestra. It was the
downs that prompted him to accept

the position as muaic director of the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. His fi-
nal week here followed & world tour
with the Teronto Symphony.

Strikes or work stoppages (de-
pending on which side is using the
terms} clouded both ends of his time
here, The first took place In 1982

when he was scheduled to make his
debut here as guest conductor. The
rehearsals were beld, but the per-
formance was canceled because of
the strike.

The issue was the so-called “con-
ductor clause,” a provision In the
contract that gave the musiclans d4

Concert-goers cite Herbig
for dedicated leadership

By lsabolle 8mith
speclal writer

> Detroit mu-

music — and the symphony — are in
his debt.”

@ Symphony stalwart Glna

was ecstatic about the

slc director Gunther Herbig ended
his Detrolt career June 2 as be began
It six years before — to the strains
f Beethoven and o a spirit of hope
nnd good feeling,

TV crews and an SRO audlence
_bcxnn arriving more than an hour
before the concert — a gaggle of
teens, large parties of young profes-
slonals, groups of well-known urban
and suburban powers-that-be, a
plethora of senior citizens — to wish
Inrewell and God speed to the Ger-

maestro who led the or-
chuu'a safely through some of its

most perilous years,
The pm.mng fecling was almost
unlve in terms of

y exp
gratitude, even affection, both for
the man and the musiclan. Wonl:
and phrases such as “honest,” “dedi-
cated,” “a stabllixing force,” intelli-
gent and disclplined,” “a man of
courtesy and honor” were used re-
peatedly as this reporter approached
eonmt-xo_e.n throughout the hall,

sold-out bouse. “What a- fantastic
crowd, Detrolt should be like this all
the time. I'm truly sorry that he's
leaving. He and Mrs, Herblg (concert
planlst Jutta Czapaki) are delightful
peaple, and he has been a fine, dedi-
cated conductor. I am grateful for
the honest effort be made, In some
very dlfficult elrcumstances, to keep
the DSO world-class. We will miss
him — even as we look forward to
welcoming Neeme Jarvi”

¢ Former DSO board mémber
Walter Murphy of Southfleld (the
spark plug behind the Dorati/DSO
World Tour) praised Herblg as a
“'s0lld conductor. He's no Dorati, but
his mark will remaln. Under the
toughest clrcumsiances, he was a

force for progress and stability. He -

may well ba npprcdn!cd more in re-

think bhe wlllbcnmub In'rmnlc}'
® A yoing lawyer, who sald he
didn't find Herbig a particalarly “in-
splring” candl:nm ovmn, Insisted,

.
‘League board member Marcla
‘Wiltshire sald, “Herblg was very
‘dedicated to this orchestra. He lo-
herited a vastly talented but floun.
‘dering, divided group and turned It
mw a ﬂncly tuned Instrument.”
Gerlsch of mml!l fleld

ty. Tha
maestro brought l.hc DSO (which had
bosn leaderless for more than a year
bafore be arrived) back to a world-
ecs Jovel. All of us who care about

praising his champl.
onship ofeontzmponry music , Her-

(] S;

volce in the sclectlon of the musle
direetor. Management was attempt-
ing to rescind it. The clause survived
and Herbig was the first beneficiary
of it when he was chosen for the post
following his 1883 debut at the
Meadow Brook Festival.

A work stoppage occurred again
at the beginning of the 1987-88 sea-
son and it resulted [n a major
overhaul of the management staff,
Herbig announced his resignation
the following scason, but stayed on
to fulfill the balance of this three-
year contract.

MAJOR EVENTS DURING HER.
BIG'S six-years were the hiring of a
new concerimaster, establishment of
the Detrolt Symphony Chorale, the

phony Orchestra musle director Fe-
1ix Resnick, the DSO's assistant prin-
cipal seeond viotlnist and most sen-
ior orchestra member, used phrases
echoed by a number of his colleagues
when he lauded Herblg as “a thor-
ough, well-schooled muslclan, al-
ways carcfully rehearsed. He did
well with the DSO — played some
good concerts and conducted a fine
world tour. He ls, above all, a civl-
lized maon and a sincere, dedlcated
musician.”

Another instrumentalist thought-
fully described the departing con-
ductor as "“a man of control and und-
erstatement leading an orchestra of
spontaneity and passion, We may not
always have meshed well, but he
kept us u:clmjully fit. we respect
and ke him,

THE "GRATITUDE, respect and
Iking" were much in evidence June
2. Orchestra, chorus and sololsts ra-
diated high-voltage intensity as they
m_}: do the departing m.nmms

artlst

move from Ford Audito-
tium to Orchestra Hall and the Ew-
ropean tour in January 1989,

In the flnal phase of his tenure

here, Herblg scemed much less con.

cerned about belng diplomatic that
he was when he first arrived. As he
spoke about his experiences here, he
said, “When I was stlil in (East) Ber-
1in, I talked to Derati (musle director
1971-61) who watned ma about De-
trolt and its problems. I disregarded
bls advice and now I feel that this
was a mistake."

He cited the problems leading to
the labor disputes and the faflure of

* the previous adminlstration to llva

him wrong

those who were “stuck” with the mu-
sical event and couldn’t get to sce
the fight where he was headed. I re-
member It well, I was at the cencert.

ANOTHER THORNY ISSUE that
strained the relationship between
the Orchestra and some segments of
was the Affirmative

up to Its ct
some o! the reasons for his tnutrn-
tions, *, . . They promised me all
kinds of things
tracts, inumnucnal tours,
cnough musiclans to get a 105-mem-
ber orchestra and more. But, thore
was never enough money for any of
it with the exception of the
an tour which wasa wtmm
“Thess problems were brought
about by a most insensitive city ad-

throughout Orchestra Hall, nnd tho
musical results {it bore tho
hallmarks of Herblig’s leadership —

threa world
during his years and pro-
seldam-

grammed mu previously
"beard-In-Detrolt post-1900 composi-

{ions, The lawyer praised his mas-
tery of Mabler, Bruckner and

qnmtmo( lt. “What lp]munlhn
boen,”

control, clarity and cobe-
slog — nweuunlhonzumeor
dynamie contrast and musleal form.
There were also moments of real,
heart-grabbing poetry and power.
Al!.h:rmg;w Orchestra Hall win-
dows displayed posters of
Neemo Jarvj and blg pro-
claimed “A New Spirit, A New Sca-
son, A New Look,” this night

. :?uaed to Quotber Berblg. Both mu-

clans
clear.

- audience .made that

which doesn’t care at
all about the cultural lifa of this city.
Nobody among the leadership of this

clty has ever been seen at these con-

certs with the exception of ons occa-
sion in which somebody came and
walked out.”

The last remark was a referenca

* to something that happened before

he came here. Mayor Coleman
Young addresscd the audience at a
sold-out concert at Ford Auditorium
featuring the orchestra with Itshak
Perlmas, violinist, as the sololst.

recording co-

the
Action demand that the Orchestra
hire more black musicians or risk
losing state aid.
The Orchestra’s answer was to
wave the “blind audition” and hire
black bass player, Richard Robln-
son, (who was unanimously endorsed
by alt members of the sectlon
Herbig sald about this problem,
"“The only way to get enough quall-
fied musicians, as well as potential
younger audlences, Is In cxposing
achool students to more art and cul-
ture, Those who are not
classical music at an early age m
less Likely to be attracted to it later
on. This city, however, does not con-
lldcr these things to be important. In
fact, -programs of art and music,
which are already poorly
among the first to be cut oreliminat-
ed whenever mw le amnher finap.
1 pressure,”

IN SPITE OF SOME receat posi-
tlve changes, ferbig doesn't see an
end to the major problems, ‘“There {a
botter h and the

There was a cbl;:ﬂlomhl boxing
match at Cobo at the shme
time. Young exp &

a,

v

_they will be

Guniher Herblg has
sald thatevenasa
youngster studying
a variety of
instruments, his
dream was always
to be a conductor
because he was
nterested in the
totality of a
musical work.”

present administration of the Sym-
phony Is making sincere efforts In
solving some of the major problems.
However, we are not out of the
woods yet and there will probably be
some more serlous problems down
the road.” (This statemnent was made
before Deborah Borda, exccutive dl.
rector, announced her reslgnation.)
He added, “This is a very fine or-
chestra — among the very best. We
also have a sophisticated and sup-
portive audlence, but, unforfunately,
this may not prove to be sufflclent.
The future of such & great orchestra
depends on lugo sepport and {lnan-
cla} commitmg A small umber

Yet, there was an occaslonal
clitatory note. The Herdigs will
tain !hdr Bloomfield Hills

Iﬂymmeutwme
as a listener, provi

plimeatary,” he ndded with
of humor that had more serious und-
o B




