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A vote for the new classics

(AP) — While in the Midwest this
3pring, Lou Gropp, edltor of Elle De-
cor Magazloe, went furniture shop-
plog. In a shop on 2n Indiana farm-
stead, he saw some furniture by Paul
McCobb, an American designer ac-
tlve In Lhe 1950s, .

“There were three chests and sev-
eral sta pleces,” he sald, “and
they were not cheap — the flgure of
$5,000 for the sct sticka in tmy mind.”

‘What greater proof, asked Gropp,
that postwar modern American fur-
nlture designs are becoming clas-
sies? It's a positive sign, he said,
since he regards the 1950s as one of
the most creatlve in American de-
sign.
811: was an era when designers such
as McCobb, Charles Eames, Eero
Saarinen, George Nelson and Harry
Bertota were at thelr peak.

“Whenaver Eames or Saarinen In-
troduced a new plece, it was a major
event.”

MODERNISM IN furnlture design
and architecture has been getting a
bad rap recently, but it still has a
loyal following, especially among ar-
biters of taste such as Gropp, who
put his stamp on House & Garden
and other publications before jolnlng
Elle Decor,

Although Gropp Is constantly ex-
posed to the fatest furniture designs
at work, his personal acquisitions
are carefully measured. When he
and his wife, Jane, recently moved
to a2 oew npartment In New York
City, they took with them some plee-
es they have owned for more than 30
years.

Most of thelr acquisitions are
from the second balf of the 20th cen-
tury — furniture by indlviduals who
today are icons of modern design.

GROPP SAID his love for mod-

emlsm began when, as a recent col-
lege graduate, hie managed to save
$500 to furnish hla first New York
apartment. He wound vp wlth two
chalrs and a bedroom dresser by
Eames and a bench by Nelson,

Over the years, Gropp said, his re-
spect for this furniture has grown,
and he has slowly added more of the
Increasingly expenslye pleces,

“I saved up for a long time to buy
the leather Eames armchair and of-
toman.”

Two plywood dining chalrs by
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and it isn’t about fashion. It takes a
long time to develop and a good deal
of experimentation, false starts and

refinements.’

— Lou Gropp
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Eames, which now sell for hundreds
of dollars more than thelr original
price, came his way for next to noth-
lng,

He bld on one at auction,

“Scared to death, I ralsed my hand
and bid $5, and I got it."

Years later, he plcked up the sec-
ond chair from the streets of Man-
hattan.

“Someone who didn't realize what
:hgy had threw it out, and I rescued
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THOUGH OF THE 20th century,
the pleces are classics, satd Gropp,
who sees youth as no deterrent to
timelessness. “There are many love-
ly things we fall In love with
momentarily, but classics are those
pleces that look as good teday as
when they were flrst Introduced.

“A classle doesn't happen by acel-
dent, and it isn’t about fashlon. It
takes a long time to develop and a
good deal of experimentation, false
starts and reflnements.”

A number of Jandmark pleces of-
fer both new technology and design
departures, he said. “Eames’ molded
chairs, which combined molded
wood and new adheslves, rubber
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+ Ranch or Townhouse Floor Plans
*+ Walk-outs/Full Basamont
« Central Alr Conditionlng

* Biick and Rod Cadar Exteriors
* Fleat Floor Laundry

+ Wood Buming Flraplace

+2 or 3 Bedroom Fioor Plans

+ Wood Docks
«2 Full Baths (minlmum)
+2 Car Attached Gorago
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mounts and steel with great design,
were a flrst which started a new
range of designs.
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® RANCH & TOWNHOUSE
STYLES

® GOLF COURSE VIEWS

© 2&3 BEDROOMS

® 2 CARATTACHED GARAGE
® 1STFLOORLAUNDRY

® JENN-AIRE APPLIANCES

® FULL BASEMENTS

® VOLUME CEILINGS

® RECREATIONAL
AMENITIES
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West Bloomfield

« Walking distance W Major Shapping « 2 or 3 Bedroons » Carpeting «

+ Woud-hurning Fireplace « Gourmet Kitchen w/Custon Crafied Cabints »
» Ceramic Poyer » 2.Car Altsched Gasage « First Noor Laundry «

+ Private Baserocnt  Special Insulating Featutes « Imuncdiate Oceupancy »
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Milford

Floor plans with 2 car
garages, centrat alr, 18t floor
laundry, ultra baths, view

Ralph Roberts
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645 Summit Ridge Drive

Re/Max Properties, Inc,
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MOWERS, RAKES &
SHOVELS.

[ y . rance-free living with th
privacy of a single family residence.

Visit Pointe, W ds que, adult-
oriented condominium community featuring detached,
single-story homes.

Phase (I lots are now available...2 new models can
now be selected...yet move-in prices still begin at only
$89,900.

Say hello to over 50 friendly neighbors who call

rakes & shovels ...forever.

= 3 Bedrooms * Numerous

* 2 Full Baths Standard

= 2 Car Attached, Features
Garage

Weekdays: 9-5
Open Thursdays
Weekends: 12-4
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Emerald Polnte thelr home...& say’ goodbye to mowers,
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United Way
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Michigan

Give. . for ail tha good you can do.

In Plymouth

SUMMER
For a limited time, purchase any
home from Phase | at lote
North during our Grand
Closing, :\mfwc'll throwina
"Summer Fun Package" that
includes a deck, barbeque and
air-conditioning! Come visit
these luxurious, single-family
homes today!
Priced from $220,000

PHASE 11
NOW OPEN!
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NOKIH
Phonc 454-1519
Open 12-5 dully » 1.8 Mondays
Closed Thursdays
Locsted va Ann Atbor Ruad just

" east of Beck, LESS THAN 15
MINUTES FROM ANN ARBOR!
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Previous salesexcluded  Buken Wekome

Looking
for the
quiet
count
i
There’s no
better time.

The teanquility of the
countsy and the elegance of a country
manor can he yours. Far a limited
time, some of the finest quality pew
homes in prestigivus Farmingtan
Fhills are available a1 ess than you'd
think possible. Fine craftsmanship
and detaihng, and a wide vanety of
floor plans and elevations ensure you
will find 2 home worthy of your
discnminating standards,

An impressive areay of appoint-
ments, custam features, Waoded Iots
and walkouts available.

Don’t defay’ Visit our madels
today!
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