"WAKE AND BAKE:" To-
day's terminology for getting high
before school. Teenagers who use
drugs arc smoking marijuana on
the way to schoel, buying other
drugs when they get there and us-
Ing them after class. Page 2.

LOOK BUT DON°'T TOUCH:
Elementary and mlddle school stu-
dents see others using drugs but
tend not to use them themselves.
[Overall, few belleve the drug prob-
lem Is as blg as It's made out to be.
Page 2.

COKE COURIER: She's in It
for the monecy and the game she
plays with the cops. Her territory:
the homes of Oakland County's up-
per middle class, Page 3.

HIT PARADE: Cocaine,
marijuana, LSD and crack are
bought right here; users don't have
to drlve to Detrolt to make buys.
Here's a popularity ranking of how
they're sold and thelr price. Page 2.

EMPTY HANDED: Drugs
are avallable “everywhere,” say
narcotics offlcers, but things have
{changed. Where dealers once sold
openly, today they're more dls-
creet, Adults without the right con-
nectlons wlll come up empty hand-
ed. Page 3,

WRONG IMPRESSION: An
adult who has smoked marijuana
{for the past 20 years says soclety
has stercotyped hlm and people
like him. Page 3.

RAID: A photo essay of Oak-
land County's Narcotics Enforce-
ment Team during a rald. Page 4.

i

COVERAGE CONTINUES
in Thursday's Observer & Eccen-
tric newspapers:

- QUEEN BEE: A profile of

the woman who heads Oakland

County’s Narcotics Enforcement

Team ~ the squad that breaks

\!‘Ija’wn doors for a living. Suburban
.

@ SPORTS: That some mem-
bers of area high school sports
teams use drugs is, unfortunately,
not a surprise. That they somc-
times get high before games, occa-
sionally uslng LSD, Is the story we
{uncovered. Sports.
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Cocaine — QOakland’s drug of choice

By Joanne Mallszewsk|
stat writor

-, Cocalne Is Oakland County's ruling drug.

.- The popular drug represents about half of
the [llegal drugs tested from Oakland Counly
in the Michigan State Police Forenslic Labora-
tory in Sterling Helghts.

"The utilization of crack and powder ls
widespread. We may see a lot of crack in Pon-
tlac. But that doesn't ellminate other arens.
IUs almost an interlacing,” sald lab chemist
Ralph Sochoc!

Lab chemists test drugs confiscated from
;scrs and sellers prior to criminal prosecu-

on,
- “Anything someane will be tried on In crim-
1nal court, we have to prove that it is indecd a
controlled substance,” chemist John Slefert

sald,
+ After ths predominant cocalne ~ both the
powder and the nnohbla rock form, crack —

Iab chnmlsu 880 every 80 of-
tén, “a little bit of hmln." ccmlng {rom Oak-
land County, Selfert sald.

*, LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide), common-

1y known as acid, pops up in'Oakland County
every now and

en.
“We sce that alter a Grateful Dead concert.

The former hippies come out trying to contin-
ue thelr youth,” chemist Dennls Lippert sald,

THE NEW drug on the scene, Ice, a crystal-
Hne form of an old drug, methnmphemmlne, is
:110r|:w:pckcn nboutl thnln seen In Qakland Coun-

y. “We're not seelng it yet. But it appears it
could be coming this wny’.’ P

“We'll most llkely see a flood of it Uf we
start winning the cocaine war,” Siefert szid,

Oakland County drugs tested In the lab are
only those that pollce agencles are enforclng.

“Oakland County mirrors the eatire drug
sltuation, which means there is an increase
from Oakland County,” Slefert sald. "“We are
seeing a virtual flood of cocalne.

“In Pontlac you'll see crack, In Troy, you'll
probably see powder {cocalne) Real bard core
drug use has been an Inner city thing, Recre-
ational drug use is a suburban thing."

Lippert bolls that down to dollars, “He (the
uuburhnnlm) can afford a nose job if he rulns
his nose with cocalne,”

Though the chemists don't keep hard and
fast statistics on which drugs show up in which
specific communitles, they can make generali-
tics. Heroln, {or example, usually comes from
Pontlac or Royal Oak Township, pot the
Bloomf{lelds or Farmingtons.

“The amount of heroln you seo i
you move nway {rom Eight Mile," Slelcrl uld

Toatlng high-grade heroin Is popular lately
in Troy, drug !s golng to be com-
ln%dbnck. But it has to be potent,” Sochocki
sald.

HEROIN IS gencrally associated with intra-
venous Enjections, But tooling and smoking
would be more common in the suburbs,

“Consider that 75 percent of intravenous
drug users hava the HIV positive virus (AIDS).
With a little bit of thinking, people are saylng

this (tooting, smoking) is anoumr way of expe-
riencing this,” Sochocki 84l
the drug d as
harmful as a bottle ol heer, is on ihe upswing
In Oakland County. Marijuana today can be
dlfficult to obtaln, That could be a reason why
many people are growing It at home, the
chemists sald.

Despite the popularity of harder drugs,
marijuana continues to hold its position in the
“drugs of cholce” menu.

“There are dlfferent confidence levels.
Some have stoyed with marijuana use
they are comfortable with it. For samoe it's a
springboard to other druga,” Sochockl sald.

‘The potency of drugs Ls stronger than ever,

ting cocalne with mannitol or a similar
substance Is rare, the chemlsts sald.

“Most of the cocalne we see Is essentially
pure oow, Crack s, too, It has gotten cheaper.
It's plentiful on the streets. They don't have to
cut it now," Siefert sald.

Marijuana is more expensive and more po-
tent today. The maln ingredlent, tetrahydro-
cannablnol (THC), produces the typical effects
on a user’s mood and perceptions,

WHILE POWDER cocaine, crack cocaine
and marijuana are relatively pure and potent
today, heroln's purity rides a roller coaster,

“It's up lntf dawn, Sometimes It's high,
sometlmes it's los,” Stafert sald.

The chemists don't “quantitate” or analyze
the substances In LSD.

County
houses
users,

dealers

By Pat Murphy
staft wrltor

Asked to describe the drug prob-
lem In Oakland County, a special
agent for the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency chuckled.

“We've got all the drugs we need,”
he said. “All you gotta do is look
around, Marijuana, cocaine, crack,
heroln . . . Oakland's got It. But no-
body can say how deep the problem
goes.”

Indeed, various indicators clearly
point to a wide range of drugs being
available in most communitles to
adults and youngsters.

Take, for example,
dents:

¢ A Troy woman, once repotted-
ly named “Mother of the Year” for
her work in the schools, was convlet-
ed in April of possessing cocaine
with Intent to defiver.

o In Southfield, three men were
arrested in March after the Drug
Enforcement Agency ralded a base-
ment greenhouse where agents said
they found 388 marijuana plants.
The men — including a teacher at
West Bloomficld High School — face
possible grand jury indletment.

® In Rechester Hills last year,
the president of the Adams High
School studeat council was arrested
for selling LSD to finance a trip to
Florida.

@ In Farmington, a 16-year-cld
girl overdosed after taking what po-
llce said was a “synthetle drug,” pos-
sibly LSD, in a high school parking
lot. Her parents initially refused to
allow police to interview her without
first granting Immunity from prose-
cutlon.

These examples aren’t particular-
1y sensational. They pale when com-
pared with multiple drug-related
murders in Wayne County or bizarre
cases of nddicted parents neglecting
their children — or subjecting them
to sexual abuse.

But they Indicate a pervaslve
problem with roots in virtually all of
our communities no matter how rich
©or poor.

Grand jury indictments

Just ask Richard Thempson, Oak-
land Counly prosccutor, and Ruth
Evens, coordlnator of substance
abuse for the health dlvision of the
county's department of institutional
and human services.

Thompson oversces two ongoing
grand juries authorized specifically
to Investigate drug nctworks and un-
solved murders in Oakland County.

In less than nine months, the
grand jurles have returned 38 indict.
ments for drug charges, perjury and
four murders,

. As an cxperlenced prosecutor, ln-
:Iudlng 16 years as chlef assistant to
former prosecutor L. Brooks Patter-
son, Thompson Is pot easlly shocked,

Since getting Involved with the
grand juries, however, and getting a
“clearer” look at Oaklanda drug
scene, even (he jaded prosecutor ad-
mits being surprised auu pervasive-
ness and depth.

“Qakland may scem drug-free to
some pecple,” Thompson said at a
recent press conference. "But drugs
are a major problem in this county.”

Oakland doesn’t bave “tell-tale
crack houses,” Thompson said. But It
has major dealers who don't use
guga, yet moke milllons selling

The prosecutor likened their mu]-
ti-million dollar operations to a so-
phisticated corporation. “You don't
sce these dealers with drugs any
more than you'd sce Lee Iacocca

these Inci-
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