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statf writor

When the Material Girl strolls
into town, the Madonna wanna!
hopetobes and no-way-in-hell Wil
leverbes are out in full force.

The Palace of Auburn Hills wes
no exception, While Madonna per-
formed two sold-out shows, the en-
trance to the arcna often resem-
bled an Academy Awards setting.

One lmousine after another
would pill up and spill out some
leather- and tace-clad gang of girls
screechlng or cooing with thelr
dates.

Thls Madonna thing ... just
don’t understand the hysteriz, Was
1t this way when Elvis rolled in? Or
the Beatles?

In one sense, it probably was.
There are fans, then there are

fans,

Outslde the Palace stood Greg
Gostanlan, a rotund figure in a
black T-shirt with a smapshot of
Madonna with him fin the back-
ground pinned to his chest.

Gostanlan has been following the
singer slnce 1987, He {lnds out her
allases at hatels In different citles,
takes plctures with his Instamatic
camera of her jogging with her bo-
dyguard and clalms that one time
be actually ate next to her,

“T've gone as far as any fan will
go," sald Gostanlan, who llves in
Forest Hills, N.Y. “I've met a lot of
stars llke Michael Jackson. They'll
pose for you, She's so different. She
won't pose. As s00nm as you put
down the camera, though, she'll
stick out her tongue. It's a chal-
enge.”

THEN THERE'S Kelly
Hagemann, dressed fn black bus-
tier, looking like a chip off the old
Madonna, She traveled all the way
from St. Louls, Mo,, for the show.
Why?

“I's her " she sald,

which controls radlo and video
outlets,

‘The Madonna bad-glr] Image ma-
chine feeds off its own hype .
her Pepsi ad belng pulled {rom 'I'V
(burp). Her escaping arrest in To-
ronto after her risque live set
(belch),

BUT THINK about it, is Madon-
na really a menace to moral
minds? Hardly, Jim Morrlson of
the Doors pulled hls pants down on-
stage; Iggy Pop used to splt on his
audience. Oh, they're males, you
say. Madonna Is a female being
lewd. What was Janis Joplin, a
nua?

Madonna is pure pablum for the
white, middle-class set. Her act scl-
dom challenges the mind or heart.

Nonetheless, to her legion of fans
Madonna has somehow become a
symbol for the liberatlon of female
sexuallty with her Boy Toy fashions.

She glves llcense to some of her
women devotees to dress and act
like they should be shooting mar-
bles In the alley (one woman ar-
rived at the Palace wearing a jack-
et with only a red, see-through bra
underncath) for 2% hours, When
it's over, though, one would suspect
they return to thelr normal, mun-
dance lives as office workers,
church secretaries and waltresses.

On stage, Madonna cxudes the
warmth of a polar bear with frost-
bite. Seldom does she interact with
the audience; only the occasional
gum-chewing argot such as *|
trolt girls know how to fight” is
heard.

AT HER best, she is remlniscent
of the girl at summer camp who
gave you a wink and invited you be-
hind the tree for a quick kiss — and
who then stomped on your heart
with a golf shoe,

Her songs speak of love and rela-
tlonships, yet her actlons and her

Yeh, well Elvis was from Tupelo,
Miss, Don’t sce any chartered tours
down there, do you?

Face it, though. Love her or bate
ber, Madonna is a pop icon. She sets
the standard of fashlon. She tells
the whole world what to sing.

Curjosity brought us there; bore-
dom sent vy home. Sorry, but we
weren't impressed or shocked.,

C'mon. Madonnn grabbing her
crotch? Big deal, Just watch base-
ball on TV and you can see a short.
stop checking his packnge an aver-
age of three times every at-bat.

Madonna’s dance movea? Janet
Jackson or Paula Abdul can do ple
rouelles around her,

Her singing? Some people were
heard to murmur afterward that
they thought she was lip-synching a
couple of her songy.

Mzdonna Is purely a creation of
the corporate “music industry,

depiet a
‘woman l'lnxlng her muscles and
putting men in their place,

Her 18-song performance was a
visual assault, at times In itself
very cntertalning. An claborate
stage setup masks a performer who
Is not a great singer or a great
dancer but good enough to release a
record every 12 months.

And to keep the Greg Gostanians
following her along the way.

Madonne, the hometown girl
who's made it in muslc, has
caused more than her fair
share of stirs with her use of
bustiers as costumes for her
stage acls,
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There have been others who have
waged one-man wars on crime,

do-gooders with the |

per-powered
lhfl.lly to leap tall bulldings in a single

. bound, nearly psychotic dark knights

driven by a heed for vengeance, human
arachnids with great powers and corre-
spondingly great responsibllities,,

But nooe like Dick Tracy — an ordi-
pary man dolng an ordinary job for or-
dinary pay who just happens to bo the
second most famous detective in the
world, bowing only to Sherlock Holmes
ln populcu-itymd ongevity: :

be a cop. No zu po:m.lustdedlcn-

onest, unIwerve
logly dedicated, wul.ly Incorruptible
— bot still human and stil} someone

Warren Beatty, with 11 Os-
car nominations to his cred-

people canrelate to. It, ts looking to score as di-
rector, p and star of
Pleasoturnto Page 8 “Dick Tracy.”"




