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t among area teenagers. The graffiti, which sometimes

912g to be there.

{"Fhey scarch you at the door to
weil you're carrying a gun or
Tpaging a wire. I'm very uncom-
brtable. A lot of the time the peo-
& there don't want to sce the per-
on'dringing the stuff or me to see

hem,
“Ti think they think of me as
' ome low life. I do my thing and
hey,want nothing more to do with
n¢a They pay me cash for the de-
ivery and I get a tlp, then I
e

N
JADE ISN'T AFRAID of getting
apght because she doesn't believe
28]l ever be sent to jall. She nev-
. Igels she's in danger. “I sce guns
shen I make a delivery, but I'm
wtpiraid. The places I go are usu-
Wignlce,
faybe If 1 were rurning
rednd Wayne County I'd be more
mtito be territied. Derolt’s anoth-
world, the same substance but a
ly different world. Up here
clients are people who just
0 to have a hunger for some-
they shouldn't.”
de thinks she may be able to
laway before she gets caught.
I guess I know I'N eventually
rrested and that it's golng to
toanend.
' don't think I'll ever do jail
. I strongly don't believe In the
- y#gem. 1 just cannot imagine a
+ ugle sending me to jall.
‘ hances are 1 would have to
to get out of It. When Lt comes
. 830lng to jall, you have to narc.”

IE'S SUSPECTED by certain
enforcement  officers and

malntzins a strange adversarial
friendship with them, according to
Jade. But they've never caught her
at the right time,

“I've been able to obtain a small
amount of knowledge of how they
operate which has helped me out
Immensely,” she sald smbling.

Primarily, she's in it for the
meney and has been for three
years. It's also a game she enjoys
much of the time, llke playing cat
and mouse with the police. And
like consenting to be interviewed
for this article.

Another part of the game is
maintalning a medest lifestyle.
She’s stashing away most of her
drug money for a future time and
place when It's safe to spend it.

Jade got a regular job “so I
could file income tax, I could be up
shit's ereek If I didn’t have a job.

“I don’t make much money at it,
but as it's turned out I like my job.

“1 drive an Inexpenslye car, and
deliberately don’t pay my bills on
time. I have a terrible credit rat-
ing. A bank would never give me a
Joan."

She led a clean life and was a
good student In high school. It was
a boyfriend who got her involved
in the drug business. At one tlme
she was a user, but no marve. “In
fact, part of the requirements of
my {drug dellvery) jobs is that I
don't do drugs.”

“I JUST HAD an opportunity to
make cash and I took It." Her par-
ents don’t have any idea what she’s
dolng arnd she hopes they never
find out.

She has some regrets about not
going to college and thinks she
may go “when all this is over.”

In order Lo do what she does suc-
cessfully, she sald, “You've got to
be smart, have a good sensc of hu-
mor and you have to be a little bit
psychic. If you don't feel that
something's right you turn your
car around and go home."”

Adult use;

By Janlce Brunson
staft writer

A soclety of unwritten rules, utmost discretion
and a shared clement of adrenalin-pumping risk
= that's the tale of the adult illicit drug scene in
Oakland County suburbs, as told by a variety of
observers and users,

“It's everywhere,” echo narcotic officers and
recovering users, citing marijeana and cocaine
as the drugs of choice here,

‘Try 1o purchase cocaine or marijuana in the
bars along Woodward Avenuc or in clubs in
Southfield and the Bloomficlds, Chances are, if
you're inexperienced in the drug subculture, new
on the scene and alone, you're apt to come up
empty-handed.

The beefed-up war on drugs, aimed with equal
force at dealers and users alike; tough no-plea
bargaining policies by the Oakland County pro-
secuter; new corporate drug testing; and chang-
ing attitudes have comblned to push the drug
scene into a cautious, paranoid existence.

“It's a tight circle and hard to penctrate,” said
an Oakland County businessman, a self-de-
scribed former flower child of the 1960s who, in
the years since, has successively used marljua-
na. psychedelics, speed and cocalne.

A 39-YEAR-OLD Southficld prefesslonal from
a well-known family is perhaps typical. Untll re-
cently, he used cocalne weekly, purchasing
three-gram amounts fie cut into one-gram pack-
ages, selling two and retaining one for personal
use.

“When my supplier was arresied, I couldn't
find a replacement. Of course, I had (o be extra
careful and keep a very low profile,” he said, for
fear of being recognized. Only in utter despera-
tion would he conslder buylng from crack houses
or street dealers in Detrolt.

In response to toughening pollce crackdowns,
a 32-year-old Troy man, who first used drugs
while attending Birmingham's Secaholm High
Schoo), switched from cocalne to alcohol as his
drug of cholce, primarily because the latter is
legal and consequences for use are far less se-
vere.

“We have one of the toughest policies In the
nation,” according te Qakland County prosecu-
tor Richard Thompson. "We do not plea bargaln.
The only exception — there have been seven In
10 years — Is going up the tadder after a major
dealer.”

A Northwest pilot based In metro Detroit sald
he has reluctantly quit smoking an

discreet, on the wane

tomers on™ to cocaine. She has also worked with
bartenders wha dealt drugs on the side.

A coke high ls casy to spot, she satd, citing
clenched jaws, grinding teeth and nervous hand
and foot movements as dead giveaways. itegu-
lar users alse experlence runny noses and eyes,
often cxplained away as allergles or ill-fitting
contact lenses.

A 43-year-old amateur baseball player tells
how he and teammates once celebrated weekly
league play by getiring to a nearby bar and or-
dering drinks and lines of cocaine. “The cocktail
waltress was a coke head. She delivered on re-

quest.”
Such blatant public behavier is no longer tol-
ted.

erated. .
“If we see someone looking like they're doing
drugs on the premises,” said the bartender of a
Royal Oak establishment near Birmingham's
border, “we holler and embarrass them. We
eject them too.” Still, the bar reported)y uses an
Oakland County attorney to finger narc agents.
A standard joke making the rounds: the most
blatant use of Illegal drugs in Oakland County
{oday is Wednesday, arraignment day, in the
bathrooms of cireuit court. All you hear from
behind stall doors is sniffing and toilets flushing.

OTHERS CONTEND suburban drug use is as

plentiful as ever, carcfully scereted by savvy su-
burbanites with enough cash to shleld them-
selves from publicity or areest. They prefer pur-
chasing in large quantltles, reducing the risk of
frequent buys, and buying directly from dealers,
climinating middlemen or couriers who pose ad-
ditional risks.

Nor do they party publicly. 1f used at paeties
or in other soclal settings, users discreetly
excuse themselves to the privacy of a bedroom
or bathroom, car or parking lot.

“Peaple with money can afford o isolale

They buy big ities, they buy
less often and they don't have to resell to afford
their own habit,” said one user who, judging by
the conditlon of his clathes, home and office, is
short of cash.

A gram of cocaine can currently be purchased
for around $110. A pound of marijuana costs
$1,000 to $1400. Exotic brands can cost up to
$4,000 2 pound, aceording to a 35-year-old major
marijuana suppller recently released from fed-
eral prison for his part in a 1986 drug ring that
involved former classmates from an area Catho-
lic high school.

His opinion of the war on drugs: “We're scar-
ing a few people and people are being mere
careful, but if you're going to use, you're going
touse.”

Who, me quit? Why?

By Phillp A, Sherman
stoff wrller

Andy s a successful writer who lives in Oak-
tand County.

He was graduated from college with honors.
He [s well-read and has several favorite authors,
Dostoevsky prominent among them. He loves
jazz. He started smoking marijuana when he
was 18, and has continued to do so far the past
two decades.

T worry about kids doing drugs,” Andy said.

Andy is representative of the other end of the
drug spectrum not often written or talked about
today. .

National and local governmental bodies,
schools, law enforcement agencies, rehabilita-
tigp centers and drug counsclors have painted,

marljuana joint due to drug testing now required
twice-annually of all flight erew members, He is
also subject to random testing.

Changing attitudes are playing a role as well.
Americans are becoming more heaith conscious
and, unlike yesteryeaf when drugs were consid-
ered cool by many, adult use is increasingly con-
sidered “unhip.”

“IT'S A GENERATIONAL thing.” according
to onc longtime Southficld cocaine user, now 43.
“Baby boomers went into the (drug) phase, went
through it and outgrew jt.”

Whatever the reasons, the secrecy surround-
ing illicit drugs creates at least an illusion of
decreased usc. Fewer narcotic-related arrests
by local pelice and more participants In drug
rchab programs seem to support the premise.

With the notable exceptions of Trey and the
Farmingtons, drug related arrests in most
southern Oakland County suburbs are down. In
Rochester Hills, for example, arrests by Roches-
ter Hills police dropped by half, from 31 in 1988
to 15in 1989,

Increased arrests in Troy and the Farming-
tons are attributed to Increased police cfforts
directed at drug-related crimes, not necessarily
more drug-related crime, according to area offi-
cers and annual pallce reports.

Simultancously, enrollment Is up in drug
rehab programs. Membership in Narcoties
Anonymous is expected to ncarly double this
year, according to a member of the fellowship's
Oakland County-based public Information com-
mittee who, in beatlng a drug hablt of 23 years,
has attended daily moetings for three years.
Over 350 such mectings of five to 300 persons
cach are held in a flve-county area.

Maplegrove, a treatment center in West
Bloomfield for substance abusers, has stream-
1ined evaluatlons to meet Increasing numbers of
pattents. A new outpatient program is deslgned
specificatly for cocaine users. A

“DRUGS ARE DEFINITELY down now from
several years ago and they're also less here than
on the (west) coast,” according to a 28-year-old
bartender from Troy who occasionally uses var-
ious llfegal drugs. Her observatlons are based on
seven years of tending bar in Oakland County,
Texas and California, includlng an carller stint
here with a boss who encouraged “turning cus-

with good and a broad brush, the pro-
file of a person who uses drugs: a desperate
loser; an lrresponsible, troubled soul; a good per-
son helplessly turned to the dark side who awak-
cns at 2 a.m. In a cold sweat and prays for the
strength to shake his habit.

‘That profile may be true in many cases, but
it’s left no room for someone like Andy,

“I consider myself the designated driver*
when he’s out with friends, Andy said. “And no, I
don’t get stoned and drive. Moderation is the
key." While he has a taste for some liqueurs, he
doesn’t drink alcoholic beverages — “a bottle
¢an last for months” in his house. e said. “I'm
more worried about how people make alcohol
seem sale, . . or cigareltes.”

AS FAR AS other drugs go, Andy said he's
experimented with them all, except crack, but
now only smokes marijuana.

I think coke is a terrible drug that is physi-
cally d and p: logi dd
It only took three or four times to figure ihat
out,

“That {cocaine) is the devil's drug. It makes
you feel good and potent, and it's the exact oppo-
site. Robin Willlams had a good line about co-
calne. He satd, ‘It makes me horny and Impatent
at the same time — gee, I've gotta get more of
this ™

Andy has won awards for his writing, does not
smoke when he writes, and, frequently, does not
smoke.

“Sometimes (I don’t smoke marijuana) for a
couple of months; sometimes, several times in a
week. But never when I'm working, and there'sa
dlfference between gotting buzzed and stoned.

“Stoned, In my mind, is the equivalent of sit-
ting down with a six pack and finlshing it within
two hours. I cant remember the last time I was
stoned,” he said.

As he has grown older, Andy, who once would
have classed himself as a “knec-jerk liberal,” is
now “faf more conservative than I used to be.
I'm a cautlous leit-winger who understands cer-
taln conservatlve economlc arguments.” His
vantage polnt as an adult also has helped him
deflne what he has concluded is the real problem
with America's drug war.

“I GREW UP sccing drugs as an awiul thing,
but my politics were to the left. (For that rea-
son) I was constantly belng accused of taking
drugs, even though I wasn't.

‘Sometimes (I don’t
smoke marijuana) for
a couple of months;
sometimes, several
times in a week. But
never when m
working, and there’s
a difference between

getting buzzed and
stoned.’
— Andy
writer

I thought, 'If that’s why they think drugs are
really that bad, then maybe they aren't.” They
saw drugs as anti-war. Too many people 1 knew
hadn't turned into ravenous fiends (when they
smoked marijuana) and it became hard to be-
Yieve the authority figures. The same holds true
today. Most kids know pot is not a deadly. hor.
rid, evi] drug.” Andy said.

Dangerous, in Andy's mind and not in a trivial
sense. are aleohol, cigarettes and commercial
television. While he admits to watching"L.A.
Law" and “thirtysomething," Andy thinks “tele-
vislon Is the dangerous drug. It causes the mind
to stop functioning 1o its full degree. It takes
time away from reading.”

Danger also lles in Jumping all drugs into one
equally deadly category. according to Andy.

"When lumped In the same breath, they (the
authority figures) may in fact be mitigating the
value of their own message.”

ANOTHER PROBLEM Andy sees Is the way
drugs are obtalned today.

“The purchase puts you in contact with Ilte-
gal” salespeaple and *'opens you to exposure of
other things (with which you might not ordinari-
1y come Into contact, thus creating an opportuni-
ty to buy somethlng like crack), They'll sell you
anything. I don't like having to associate with
who I have to assoclate with to get marljuana,
I'd rather be paying signlficant taxes” and pur-
chasing it legally, Andy sald.

He is very careful about letting friends and/or
colleagues know he smokes marijuana,

“Just hintlng that I do smoke could have the
Gestapo raid my house,” he said, but-he added
that that partlcular fear Isn’t what makes peo-
ple. at least in his peer group, stop smoking.

Instead, he's found that some of the adults he
knows quit smoking tmarljuana because they
were afraid thelr children might mention that
fact in school. Others quit because of peer pres-
sure; some stopped because of drug testing at
their offices, Still others, like Andy, continue to

smoke.

And he will continue to smoke. When asked 1f
he felt any sort of pressing need to stop, he sald,
“No, Why?"

Drug

effects tied to chemistry, personality

By Joanns Maliszewski
staff wrlier

A regular asplrin is a hall-gram.
Some people have died from three

A cocaine user belleves he can do
anything.

“You can run for miles and have
sex for elght hours,” sald
Lippert, a chemist in the Michigan
State Police Forenslc Laboratory
In Sterling Helghts. “It’'s a powerful
stimulant, an upper.”

Psychotic or violent behavior
can {dentify the crack cocalne user.
The “munchlcs” will grip the mari-
juana user. A heroln user will nod
off n a corner.

Despite the characterizations,
drugs affect each person dlfferent-
1y. The drug that will grab on and
get under your skin may not bave
quite that same effect on someone
else. It depends on a person’s physi-
ologleal and pyschological makeup,
a3 well as his personallty.

Cocalne, for example, can be

thal to somo peoplo in doses of an

of a grams of co-
caine. But some cocaine addicts
can tolerate up to five grams a day,
Lippert sald.

The white powdered cocaine can
pump up a person fust like the
body’s adrenalin. The effect is
short-lived. Cocaine “is a very psy-
chologleally tenacious drug.” The
mind says you need It and you just
have got to experience the stimu-
lating fecling again, fellow lal
chemist John Slefert said. .

EUPHORIA, FEELINGS of in-
creased energy and increased men-
tal alertness are among cocalne’s
cffects. It also dispels tho need for
food or elcep. That's a reason why
mmy use the drug, particularly to

et .

“It affects the hypothilamus, A

lot of models, for example, are into”

cocaine just for the. appetite ef-
fects,” Lippert sald. .

Heavy users will get an Intensi-
fled high, but it could lead to bix-
zare behavior, The person's

get out of the low, dep state
of mind that Jeads to the deslre for

more. .
heartbeat begins to race, the blood “Besides a physical and psycho-  talk and laugh more than usual, “.
pressure and b logical add have a  simllar to mild alcohol intoxica- o
becomes faster. It also constrlets  psychotic reactlon,” Lippert sald, tion. ‘It’s called chasing the jod
the blood vessels and main arteries, Heroln has historically been con- Users also will feel the “mun- host. The first or
making them work barder. sldered “the end of the line drug.”  chles,” the necd to eat, as hypogly- g *

“I'm really surprised d:e‘r‘g,n ;w‘: (&“:;rl:!k )Is b::o'x'n in lupanclm! gnck rl‘O heendaﬂi;edgg; The uear d;lnu mgmn second time you do it,
seeing more heart attacks,” Ralpl s 2 of the user’s ve eyes an pu- .
Sochock! safd. X lite, ti:l isasimportantas  pils, As the drug wears off within a {.ou g e';‘mwh ahigh

When cocalne is snorted, it irri-  achleving that egphoric high agaln  few hours, the user becomes quiet rom then on, you
tates tho nose and "mml{lghﬂr Mq:lﬂ;“ ed chasing the ghoet and sleepy. d always try to reach that
stroys the nasal passages, 's “Ita ¢ ghos .
why uscrs always have atuffed or  The flrst or second time you do it, HEROIN, A synthetic drug made same high again. But
munyd nm and L cdrtﬁx skin  you E!et such L:y l‘lgh. F:;ml‘lm on, ;rom m?rphln;. w_l:’lch Is n:_ad: you can never reach it
aroun noses. co-  you always rea same  from oplum, is a depressani .
caine can eventually wear a holein bl But you can pever milder form Is codeine found in again, s:'you "“: all the a
the nasal septum. reach It agaln. So'you try all the  many cough syrups gnd pain re.  /70r@ and more.” R

Smoking crack, the rock form of  more and more,” Lippert sald. it L — Dennis Lippert °
cocalne, will provide an Incredibly called I 3} beraln user will State Forensic Lab
Intense high. The'drug, In a short  grass o weed, produces & mellow  feel a rush of pleanme when the "
time, becomes phyxically addictive.  feeling In many users. But It can stimulates ons of tha
The Intense cuphoria is followed by bave a varied effect depending on  brain. That's followad by gratifica-

a crash or depression. The higher  personallty. “It's & disinhiblior,” * tlon where the need for food, for
the high, the lower the low. - Sochockl sald, In some, the example, doemn't Intrude, At higher
- . " acts ax a depressant, In others o , the heroln user beglns to nod N
IT'8 THAT desperats feeling to ' hallucivogen. - off lnto a drowsy state, ' y

smoked,
t

will make most users feel a euphor-

ic high accompanied by a need to

lef
catimated minimum of 1.2 grams.

s




