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points of view

Cast jaundi

TO LEARN what some Michigan
legislatars have in mind for public
schoels, you have 1o know ubout
Kentucky.

Michigan's Constitution requires a
“free” system of education. But our
Senate Education and House Educa-
tion committees have reported out
different versions of the same idua

“equal opportunity” for educa-
tion.
To hear outstate Senate Hepubli-
ans and some House Democrats
with pour school districts in their
bailiwicks tell it, this will help Mich-
igan avoid Kentucky's fate, It will
¢ our legislitars an incentive ta
fix up inequitable school funding be-
Sore the state is bashed with a law-
suit saying our schout system stinks
because some districls bave $2,500
per chitd while athers have $8,000,

To hear the Michigan State Cham-

ber of Commerce tell it, such lan-
guage invites a lawsult. 1t would
give poor districts a legal too) to ask
the court to raid the treasury on
their behalf,

I'm with the Chamber of Com-
merce.

ONE YEAR ago this month, the
Kentucky Supreme Court ruled the
state’s entire public schoal system
unconstitutional. The suit was
brought by the Council for Better
Education, Inc., a prepaganda name
for 66 school districts, seven county
boards of education and 22 students,

Rentuckians realized they had a
problem — high dropout rates, low
college attendance, high unemploy-
ment, and so on.

The high court decreed free edu-
cation, avaitatle to all, “adequate”
to cover basic skills, Se far, so good.

it also decreed uniform education-

ced

al  opportunities —
cequal education.

substantially

WHOA! IF Michigan wants to
raise the poor disteicts up from
$2,500 a student to {say) $3,200, fine.
But if some of our suburban com-
munites recruit industry, hold down
city services and choose to indulge
our schools, shouldn't we have that
right?

Kentucky's new system will guar-
antee $2,305 per student and $2,420

eye at vague

in fall of 1991, But according to a
pamphlet called A Guide to the Ken-
tucky Education Reform Act of
1990: “The local school board may
increase its funds up to an addltional

education. We can’t ask our teachers
and principals to accept equality
with Engadine and

legalisms

Kentucklans are paying a 30-mill
school property tax, which ts a shade
below Mil

But that’s what happens when law-
igno-

30 percent, subject to the vote of the
people.”

In ather words, while raising the
floor for the poor. Kentucky lowers
the ceiling for the rest. A lot of us
suburbanites say “nuts,

Such rigid, legalistic equality
in

yers — freg y gno-
ramuses — tinker with the system at
the court level.

KENTUCKIANS ARE paying a
dreadful tax price for their reforms.

The total bill comes to $1.3 billion,
which, adjusted for populatiun,
would be the equivalent of §3 billion
In Michi

would be a P

WE HAVE two or three separate
economics in this state. In metro De-
troit, we pay an average of 22 pere
cent more for many items than do
outstate folks — 55 percent more for
home insurance, 34 percent more for
auto repairs, 32 percent more for
auto insurance, and so on.

We also pay 22 percent more for

In other words, a simtlar outcome
in Michigan would double state
school spending  without reducing
other stale expenses and while
knocking down the higher-spending
suburban districts.

Kentucky legislators levied a cont
more on the sales tax. broadened its
income base definition and raised
business taxes,

's 33 mill average.
But it taxes cars as well as homes.
And it levies the tax on 100 percent
of market value, not Michlgan's 50
percent.

The voices in the wilderness who
warned about Kentucky's competl-
tive position in a werld economy
were shouted down,

The Chamber has the right attj-
tude in casting a jaundiced eye at at-
tempts to install vague legalisms
like “equal opportunity” into the
Michigan Constitution.

Tim Richard dirccts the Subur-
ban Communications News Ser-
vice. SCIT is the parent company
of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

Phys ed majors face rough going

Q: I read where Bo Sct
former Unlversity of Michigan foot.
ball coach, gave o special graduatlon
speech to the 75 physieal education
maljors who were graduated from U
A? Just month, My son wants 1o be n
physleal cducatlon tencher and o
coach. 1 am concerned aboet his op-
portunlty for getting a joh four
years from now. Are my cancerns
tegltimate?

A: Unfortunately yes.

A simple caleulation tells me
about 450-500 phys c¢d ajors are
graduating this year. My cstimate
does not take into consideratiun the
juniors who will be seniors next fall,
and the sophomores and freshmen
presently in the physical education
srogramis,

Patentially, there could be close to

500 of the present phys ed majors
ww in colleges graduated and lool
ing for a teaching job by your so
senfor year in college. We don't have
enough gymnasiums in the state to
accommodate those numbers.

1t is not my purpose to bring dosm
and gloom to those who wish 10
coach and teach physicat education.
But somehow, voung aduits need to
knaw the fact before committing to
a {our-year physical edueation de-

are having fewer children. Fewer

children mean few teachers
needed.

Also where students are required
o 1ake English, math, science and
soctal studies for three our four
years, phs ed may be required for
only one year, Therefore a schoo)
district needs fewer phys ¢d teach-
ers for their middle schools and high
schools,

And, unfortunately, f cutbacks in
stalf occur, clementary art, music
and phys ed have traditionatly been
the first areas cut.

And with the proliferation of ath-
letic events. which now include
womens' sports, many schools are
hiring part-time coaches who have
other jobs.

Many of these part-time coaches
played the sport but are not heces-
sartly phys ed majors. Many have

are

- degrees in ather areas and they are
TS

gree only to find very few physica)
jobs when they

graduate.
One fact is that today's couples

tive. Districts pay for thelr
coaching time but no fringe bencfits.
Part-time coaches are not neces-

sarily the best route for an athlelic
sports program but athletic diree-
tors have no cheice when there are
now twice as many events that need
coaches.

I taught chemistry, a couple phys
cd classes and coached varsity bas.
ketball carly on in my 1
tearned than and still betieve in the
value of a sound body as part of a
sound mind.

Health and physicil education
programs in school districts too of-
ten have been after-thoughts and do
not receive the recognition they de-
serve. Our present cuitural trend,
however, is beginning 10 appreciate
the value of a sound body. Just look
at the health spa phenomenon that
has over-taken the country.

What I suggest is that vour son get
a double major, one in physical edu-
cation and one in a subject such as
general science or language aris, bi-
ology, soclal studies ete. He then
would have two major areas to offer
a schoo! district and indeed a better
opportunity for a teaching positton.

11 wlll take some coxtra time, pos-
sibly summer work or an extra se-
mester. But it physical education
and coaching are his goals, he has to
break Into the sysiem and a phys ed
major by itsclf makes it very diffi-
cult — at least in this part of the
country.
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Recycling mania a bit misguided

THE RECENT round of recycling
mania is wellintentioned, but mis-
gulded.

That's because the emphasis on
saving the environment has been
placed on us common folk. Many,
without question, accept recyeling as
our burden.

But while all this talk on
how homcowners must recyele, a
question comes 10 mind:

Who is pushing big companies 1o
change thelr packaging? Shouldn't
our legislators be pushing
McDonald's and others who turn out
excess packaging 10 clean up their
act?

And if they did, wouldn't that real-
ly make the difference that's needed
te reduce trash golng into garbage
dumps?

FINIS THOUGHT occurred recent-
1y, while spotting the rectangular pa-
per that lined my McDonald's tray.

The wray liner showed a beautiful
photo of the earth, and informaticn
on how McDorald’s was doing its
part to save the world.

There's probably lots of folks, who
upon reading the same message.
leave the golden arches with a warm
feeling about the place.

But MeDonald's puts their burgers
in some sort of foam box, which so
far nobody has figured out how 10 re-
eycle.

The topper has to be the little re-
cycle logo printed on McDonald's
hash brown containers, giving the
impression the paper container is
made from recycled paper.

WRONG. A printed message near
that logo explains that the container
is printed on recyclable paper,

Targeting the packaging practices
of corporate America would seem to

be a more far-reaching way to re-
duce trash produced here.

But the onus is being placed on the
consumers,

But what about those of us — and
there's got to be plenty — who won't
take the time to do all this?

You can’t make everyone recycle,
ar expect them to, That's aot being
negatlve, it's just recognizing cold,
hard reality.

If consumers would get a little
more angered with blg corporations
that over-package thelr goods, if
we'd seream at lawmakers to get on
the backs of these corporations, then
we would really be doing our part to
save the earth,

Kevin Brown is a staff writer
for the Plymouth Observer.

know your government

Looking tor intormation about state governmen(? The League of
Women Volers has a toll-Iree telephone setvice (1-800-292-5823)

nat may be helpiul.

ne league's Citizen Information Center in Lansing offers to help

people lind out about such things as pending legislation. the state
consiitution, election lass, voling regulations or fax information,
The telephone 15 answered from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. week-

days.
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Walsh Gollege

If you want 1o study business and would enjoy a smail college atmosphere,

consider Walsh College.

Walsh has a prominent reputation in the business community
for its carcer-oriented business education.
So. if you are aiming for the board room, start in the classroom

at Walsh College.

An independent, upper-division college with competitive tuition rates,
Walsh has various financial aid programs available to students,

1

u feel like a number
instead of a student? .-

A

helor of Acc

and Bachelor

Walsh College offers two b
of Business Administration with majors in computer information systems, finance,
general business, management and marketing,

degrees, B

Registration for fall clagses bagins August €.

For more information about how you can transfer
to Walsh College call 689-8282.
Walsh College, 3838 Livemnois Road, Troy, Michigan.

Walsh Col!:§= admits students of any rce, ml:;r, and national or ethnic origin,
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