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McAllen spends a
quieter moment on the
beck deck of her home

with her twins,
Shannon and Tom,
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Soft-spoken lady NETs drug dealers

State police veteran
heads county team

By Casoy Hane
staff writer

QUIET-SPOKEN but tough
cop, State Police Lt. Doro-
thy McAllen works behind
the scenes dally, fighting

illegal drug usc and the crime that
parallels it throughout Oakland
County,

Alter 10 ycars working as a po-
lice narcotles agent in rural, urban
and now suburban areas, she cur-
rently heads Qakland County's
Narcotics Enforcement Team, an
urndercover group of offlcers from
departments throughout the coun-

She has watched the roller coast-
er trends in drugs, seen cocaine run
rampant, and watched the under-
current of crime and a universal
increase in weapons and violenee
which scem to be an integral part
of the drug trade.

“When I 'started, a blg (drug) deal
was two or three ounces (of co-
caing),” sald the Oakland County
restdent. “Kilos werc totally
unheard of. This was In the early
'80s. You may have seen heroln, or
a little bit of LSD thrown tn."

Despite NET's undercover ap-
preach, which makes drug enforce-
ment scem low-key, she warns

My jab ls just very matter of fact
to them.

IN THE MeAllen houshold, the
theme is simply a way of lifc. "Dls-
cussing It,” she said, “would be like
discussing ‘no smoking,’ ‘no killing’
or ‘no stealing.' You [ust don't do
drugs. I made It part of their grow-
Ing up process.”

Educatlon is Important not only
for her houschold, but for everyone
50 cocaine and other drugs are kept.
out of this country, McAllen be-
fteves.

“The big effort I think we're
going to see ts the education of the
klds. The klds are smart — they
know. A lot of it Is peer pressure,”
she said. .

“You have to have some polnt
where soclety says ‘no', that's
enough. Now, I sce the schools are
stepping In, the police, the commu-
nlty. The cntirc community is
starting to take part.”

Enforcement is a partner to edu-
catlon. "Once the cocaine comes In,
it's in our county or community,”
she explained. “It's like pushing
slime around. It goes from one
place to the next."

A key to enforcement, NET
members spend thelr time nabbing
drug dealers whlch, in turn, a!lccu;

QOakland  County that
drugs rematn a problem of which
they should be aware.

SHE DOESN'T want residents to
be afraid, but to have an under-
standlng that “the guy next door™
in Oakland County could casily be
today's suburban dealer.

“In Detroit, it's more out in the
open. You can polnt out a drug
house,” McAllen sald. “In Oakland
County, it's not that easy. They
don't stand on street corners. They
don't advertise that they do drugs.”

“Because 1U's behind  closed
doors, peaple (nelghbors) don‘t be-
lleve they have a drug problem.
They don’t know it's there.”

Today, cocalne Is the major drug
both street cops and undercover
agents throughout the country are
Iighting, she sald. “Obviously, there
Is more cocalne. I can't deny that.
But we've got a better handle on it
than we had cven a year ago.”

She credits that success to in-
creased local efforts, more support
from the federal government, and
a more alert and aware soclety,

In her own houschold, McAllen
and her husband, who s also in law
and two chlldren, live
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 “say no to drugs” lllm(yle “Wl(h
my kids, they've been

e
usery by slowlng down thelr supply.

THEY DO that with the coopera-
tion of participating NET commun-
Itics, and also by working with
other drug enforeement agencies.
“One of the blggest things in nar-

cotles is cooperation,” she said.
“You all have a little piece of the
puzzle, and you havea't put them
together.”

McAllen's NET department Is
made up of officers representing
16 Oakland palice agencics, includ-
tng the sherifl’s department, Michi-
gan State Police, and the locat de-
partments of Waterford, Farming-
ton Hills, Ferndale, Hazel Park,
Madison Heights, Pontiac, Royal
Oak, Southficld, Troy, West Bloom-
field, Novi and a tri-city coalition
of Wixom, Walled Lake and Mil-
ford. Other departments contribute
flnancially, as well.

As undercover sireet cops, they
try to ride the trends which will ul-

able abaut it since they could talk.
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Hill and Dale Garden club to host flower show

Competitlve spirit wlll be In full
bloom when Hill and Dale Garden
Club of Farmington hosts its Sum-
mer Celebratlons flower show. The
sll\a:.' caps off a winnlng year for the
club,

Between 1 and 6 p.m. Saturday,
visltors can view such entrles as Bet-
ty Mitchell's “Peony Splendor” at
club members’ houses.

Categories are aimed at both nov-
ice skllls and the more complex such
as "A Salute to the 4th of July,"
which showcases {reestanding sculp-
ture made of flowers. Another tough
category is “Water Fun," which re-
qulres arrangements to be reflected
in a bird bath,

For the petite designs category,
entries must be on a small scale. De-

pending on the category, entries
can’t be larger than 3-8 Inches.
Plants used in these arrangments
must be intact. They can't be altered
or cut to fit the size requirements.

This Is the 10th show In Hill and
Date Garden Club’s 32-year history.
Shows are generally conducted eve-
ry two years. In additlon to studying
flower arranglng and landscaping,
the ¢lub members promote recycling
and composting.

FOR 28 years, Hill and Dale mem-
bers conducted a garden therapy
program in spectal education pro-
grams from October through May in
Farmington Communily Schools,
Earller this year, its program won

Club makes its way
into winners’ circle

HIN and Dale Garden Club was en-
trenched in the winners’ circle when
the Federated Garden Clubs of Mich-
igan conducted {ts §9th annual con-
ventlon in May In Grand Rapids,

Made up of 192 garden clubs
through the state, the federation
boasts 8,203 members,

Hill and Dale Garden Club of

in special educatlon classes In the
Farmington Communlty Schools.
Altogether, HIll and Dale won sev-
en state awards. First place awards
Included garden therapy, landscape
design, publiclty press books, radlo
and televislon, yearbook. Second
place awards Included publications
and communlty service for its In-
n the 1989 art and flo-

F: Hills was p
with twa natlonal counctl awards.

1t recelved a first place certificate
of merit (orlu TV programs done ln

wers exhlbit at the Detrolt Institute
of Arts

Gwen Frostic, Michigan poet, en-

Oakland caunly‘ It also won a cctll~
ficate of meritorous service for lts
garden therapy programs conducted

and artist, was given
the Silver Scal Award, the highest
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first place in state level competition
through the Federated Garden Club
of Michigan. It went on to win a
merltorious service award from the
Natlonal Councll of State Garden
Clubs.

“We won 95 points and stlit didn’t
win first place. That shows how
tough the competition was,” sald
Elaine Gunderson, publlclty chals-
woman for the flower show.

The club captured a second na-
tional award for its one- to two-min-
ute educatlonal programs done for
MetroVislon of Oakland County.
‘Toples for those qulck spots concen-
trated on conservatlon, flower ar-
ranglng, horticulture and junior gar-
denlng, according to Gunderson,

“In 32 years, we've only won three
natlonal awards; two this year,” sald
Gunderson, an 18-year-member,

Members also are active in the
clvle ergonizations such as the
Farmington Hills Beautification
Commissfon, “We take our knowl-
edge and apply it to the communlty,”
Gunderson sald.

THE GROUP Is open to new
members, “It's tougher to find mem-
bers because women are golng back
Inlo the work force,” Gunderson

Thosu Intcrested in the garden
club can call Nancy Passficld, Im-
medlate - past president of the
Federated Garden Clubs of Michlgan
and a Hill and Dale member, at 626-
8073,

For .tickets and detalls about Sat-
urday's show, call Nancy Goulette at
347-6853 or Chrls Roberts at 344
8299. A §3 donatlon ia requested for
the tickets.

Boetty Mitchell of Farmington Hills puts the fin-
ishing touches on her flower design, “Peony
< Splendor,” Mitchell, a master flower show

flower show.

1udge is part of the Hill and Dale Garden Club's
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