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DDA OKs more upgrading, fountain study

By Casay Hans
staft writer

ullng 3119 232. the balance will entail the
f lights and posts, landscaplng

A 's Down-

wark and nn:hltcct‘s fees,

of
town Development Authority will study the
feasibility of a new fountaln and other ac-
cessorles In an Island in the city's maln
parking lot, as the DDA moves ahead wlith
its redevelopment program.

The DDA board Tucsday approved con-
structlon documents for the third phase of
the program, which includes the city's matn
munlclpal lot southeast of Grand River and
Farmington Read, and is expected to cost
the DDA about $200,000,

Contracts for demolltion, asphait,
cement, electrical work and pedestrlan
thung were also to-

related work may also be con-
sidered by bullding owners in the arca, on
thelr private property.
DDA members walved the bid process
and awarded the contract to Peter A, Basile
Sons Inc. of Livenla, who was gencral con-
tractor on the second phase of the prnjccl‘
THE DDA board also agreed to study the
feasibility of a new fountain, flags and a
possible pedestrian clock for the center of
the parking lot at the request of the Ken-
neth Lenchner, president of the Equitable
Group, owner of the Downtown Farmington
Center and the largest landhelder in the

DDA cancels contract with publicity firm

“We do not discount them from a

The ltems wlll be consldered for an area
where there 'ls currently a fountain and
some seating.

The subcommittee wlill report at the
DDA's next regular mecting, scheduled for
Monday, July 9,

DDA BOARD members stressed Tuesday
they dld not have moncy to pay for a foun-
taln, and that Equitable would need to de-
clde what it could contribute as part of the
study.

In estimates glven Tucsday, a fountain
design, construction and installation could
range from $40,000 to $70,000.

DDA board member Robert Fitzpatrick
said he's wlitting to consider the concept, but
is concerned about the money.

*“I don't have any problem hearing your
coneept, but what's the bll1? You're bullding
a champagne tower on a beer budget — you
can't do jt."

BOARD MEMBER Jody Sorenen sald she
was inclined to stay with the clty planner's
origlnal design, which included trees, sever-
at pedestrian lights, grass and benches in
the istand area,

“I don’t think I would llke to sec another
fountain there, That Is a parking lot divider
— it Isn't a place. I think that kind of ex-
pense s going Lo be wasted In that place.”

Frank Clapplson, DDA member who wiil

head the subcommittee study, sald he con.
slders the island a “focal point” but cau-

tloned that “construction and mninu:nnnce-
of such a fountatn Is one of the greatest con-
cerns this board has."

IN RECC ENDING the
{feaslbility study, DDA member and Clly
Manager Robert Deadman sald, “We ha-—.
ven't really had ttme to digest this thing.
We know we don't have the money to do it

“I think we owe It to ourselves to explore”

Lenchner came to the board on June 12, -

suggesting the 11th hour changes as the.
board was preparing to vote on the third-
phase constructlon documents and cen-
lrac!s.
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News briefs from the Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills city
halls wilt appear reqularly in this
column,

@ FARMINGTON

® Contract canceled The
Downtown Development Authority
board voted June 12 to cancel its
promotions eentract with Hermanoff
& Associates, on the recommenda-
tion of a DDA subcommittee.

Heemanoff had handled four pro-
motlonal events, regular downiown
newsletters and ather publicity for
the DDA, as the board made its push
Into the promotlons arca during the
past year.

The DDA was In the middle of a
two-year, $80,000 contract with the
Farmington Hills firm.

The DDA promotions subcommit-
tee wlll continue to study marketing
and promatlons goals, and may con-
tract [n the future with Hermanolf,
or apother firm, for futurc events
and actlvities.

.. program In the future,” sald
Grcg Hohler, DDA board vice presi-
dent.

CITY HALL

*“This board Is eased,
but we just want to step bnck and re-
evaluate," said Robert Deadman,
§lcly manager and DDA board mem-

Sandy Hermanolff, principal in the
public relations firm, said they are
walting for dircctlon from the DDA.
“I think that refocusing ... Is a
good thing,” she said. “The import-
ant thirg, is we all want the down-
town to be strong and viable.”

8 FARMINGTON HILLS

® Llquor license — The city coun-
<il has awarded a full-year, Class C
(by the glass) lquor license with Sun-
day sales to Anlta's Mid-East Kitch-
en in the old Tally Hall at Hunters
Square, 14 Mile and Orchard Lake
Road.

Anita and Picrre Farah relocated
thelr famlly-style restaurant to the

newsbeat

front of the remodefed building from
Inside Tally Hall. They plan to serve
beer and wine, They operate another
restaurant In Troy.

nent of tougher liquor law enforce-
t.

Councilman Ben Marks, one of
five councll members who approved
the lcense, called the Farahs “vesy
cthical, honest and buslnesslike,"

© Court denlal — The state Su-
preme Court in May denied the Se-
lective Group develepers of Farm-
Ington Hills a Ieave o appeal a 1987
zoning case against the city of
Farmington Hills.

Justices denied the developer's re-
quest “because we are not persuaded
the should be re-

The clty staff did a
cheek of the Farahs and laund noth-
ing remiss, but Mayor Jean Fox and
councilman Terry Sever opposed
grantlng the license,

Fox sald licenses should be re-
served for applicants willing to

viewed by this court.”

In 1987, former Oakland County
Circuit Judge Frederick Ziem upheld
the clty's refusal to rezone flve acres
on the northeast carner of 12 Mile
and Drake Road from single-family

t

make at least a $500,000
in thelr restaurant.
Sever opposed granting more li-
censes at this time. “We don't seem
{0 have contro) of aj] the licenses we
currently have,” sald Sever, a propo-

Selective Group owner Mike
Horowltz appealed the case to the
Michigan Court of Appeals, which
upheld Zlem's rullng.

Horowltz did not return the Ob-

server’s phone calls.

“We argued the property was
zoned single famlly and could be a
cluster," Farmington }!i]ls city at-
toracy Paul Bibeau sald.

Selective Group nrgund that the
clty's refusal to rezone was confisca-
tory. The company alse argued that
if developed for commercial use, the
property s worth more than
$600,000 and {f developed residen-
tialty, Is worthless,

The appeals court dlsagreed, . . .
potential developers' prolits are not
central to determlnations of the rea-
sonableness of a zoning classifica-
tion where a landowner may profit
under that classificatlon.”

The Selective Group dld not own
the acreage but was given authority
by the owner to seek rezoning,

But the clty has now condemned
footage along both Drake Road and
12 Mile for rlghl of way | for the pro-
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1690 paid a1, Birmingham, M1 48009-

0910. Posimastor: Sond addross
changes 1o Obsurvw & Eccontrice,

olo, Blrmingham

Ml 48009 0910. Tolnphono 644. |-

' SUBSCRIPTION RATES
(m Qakland Gounty}

Oneyear . .. .., .. $36.40
(Elsuwhnlo In Michigan)
Nowsstand . por copy, snc s
One yoar . $55 !
{Elso

Oneyoor . . .. $80.00
All advortising published in tho
Farmington Observer Is subjoct to
the conditions staled In the applica~
ble rate card, coples of which aro
available trom tha odverlising de- [,
partmont, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farminglon, MI. 48024 {313} 477- I
5450. The Farmingion Qbserver [
ro50105 Lho right nat 1o adcopt an
advortlser’s ordor. Obsorver & Ec-
cenlrict ad-1akers have no authority
o bind mls nuwapnpm ond, only

posed 12 Mite
o lasslsl:m! city manngcr David

constituto Imnl nccnp!nnw al lhn
advariisor's ordor.

Catl

Marks named
top volunteer

The Community Center of Farm-
Ington-Farmlngton Hills has select-
ed Ben Marks as the 1989-90 volun-
teer of the year.

The selectlon was based on his
dedication and leadership In con-
ducting a successful capital cam-
palgn to remodel the bullding and
construct a4 new outdoor band shell.

Marks also has voluntcered as

supervlsor
the renovations, spending countless
hours on the job.

The board of direetors has further
honored Marks by selecting hlm as
their president for the 1990-91 term.

How can a multiple car family v
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

Auto-Owners gives families with two or more cars a reduced

insurance rate. That makes their uccpunnal auto coverage

and claims service even more attractive.

So if you're a muhiple car family trying to minimize insurance
(tk your *“*no problun" Auto-Owners agent and find

out how this discount can be **no problem®* for you.

%l |[OPEN

Sunclav.
June 24

For Westland's New
PRESBYTERIAN VILLAGE
Featuring
Distinctlve Senior Apartments
+1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments - Dally Mea! Included
+ Individual Patios » Housekeeping Optlon
« Full Kltchens « 24 Hour Security
« Free Laundry Facliitles « Social Recreational
Opportunities
Occupancy Available July 2

Managed by Presbyterian Village of Detroit, Inc.

Since 1945

Our Mission Has Been to Serve

Our Retired Citizens
With Quality Care
For More Information:

call (313) 728-5222

32001 Cherry Hill (W, of Merriman)
Westland, M| 48185 -

Ben Marks

AN preymoas sales vacurd

bobing

29499 Nosthwestetn In Park West Plaza Southfield « 352-2530

TheNo feblem Ropty=

@ Twice a week is better ® Twice a week is betler @

Frank Hand
Insurance Agency Farmington « 4781177

: ADDITIONS

WE HELP MAKE YOUR DREAM A REALITY

33930 Eight Mile Rd.

1.4
CLIFFURD ROBERTS

© Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is better

SFA’s Swimwear 790
Now 40% Off Original Prices

crres

Graduation !

50% Off Specials

Techney Axbowitae

86 Rag 3.09.99 #0744-306
Soe privacy hiedges

DwarfAIberta Spruce

127 to 48" $9.99 to $220.00

Potted

* Notway Bpeuce

» Bluo Spruce
% * White Plna * Austrian Pino ; 3t w;
716" 1048"  Reg. §14.90 to 690.00 AT ¢

Unmistakably . . .

SNewmyer

Shrub Do,
Hardy shrub groat o wet arcas 24" to 487
* Yellowtwig  Redtwig

Swimsuits. Now 25,90 to 59.90. Originally* 43 to $100. l..
Coverups. Now 23.90 to 162.90. Originally* 40 to $272. Custom Horma Improvemsnts MRm?S -
Saks presents timely savings on swimwear, Quistanding designs Licensed/insured » 21 Years Experience Reg. 81200 to eu;;u s
B

by Gottex, Anne Cole, Bill Blass, Oscar de Ja Renta,
Adrienne Vitadini, La Blanca, Catvin Kiein, . PELLA
Ellsabeeh Stewart and Jag. Allthe best, now for fess. DODRWALLG + BUNROOMS'+ DECKD

Sand and Sca Collections. l
Call Today 669-3500

Yews
18" $0 36" Reg. $30.00 to 70.09

*Ther may have beca intesmediate price reductions on some
items prior to this clearance sale; limited selection
available and Swimmsear ‘91 notincluded.

(kA erie.

There’s no sale like a Saks sale, i
Somersct Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy * Fairlane Town Conter, Dembom




