Thuradoy. Juna 21, 1990 Q&K

1S.F-128K0}17A

Bill offers insurance for adopted youngsters

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Adopted children could be covered
by health jnsurance the day they en-
ter thelr new homes under a blll In a
state Scnate committee,

“Basically, if you adept a child In
Michigan, you can’t get health insur-
ance for a year,” sald Rep. Maxine
Berman, D-Southficld, spensor of the
correetlve House-passed measures,

“That's a hindrance to adopting
chlldren, especially older ones,” Ber-
man sa

“It's a sicp forward that's gotta be
taken,” said Don Marcngere, presl-
dent of Adoption Optlon, a major
supporter of Berman's bllls.

1IOUSE BILLS 5443.5 would re-
quire health Insurers to cover adopt-
ed children the day they enter thelr
new homes, the same as children
born to the family. Handicapped
adoptees couldn't be denjed cover-
age.

Under Michigan law, an adoption
isn't final until a year after place-
ment.

One bill applies to heakth malnte-
nance organizatlons, the second to

Blue Cross and the third to independ-
ent insurers, Bermian sald.

“Many companles will not cover
medical situatlons that our child had
prior to hls placement In our faml-
ly," sald Marengere, a Bloomfield
‘Township resldent. “Yet If our blo-
logical child has the same medical
condltion, he would recelve cover-

o,

“A child is a child is a child,” satd
Berman, summarizing her philoso-
phy.

CURRENTLY, adopting parents
musi buy separate coverage for the
chlld or have It covered by govern-
mental Medicaid.

“Medicaid is a slgnificant bacri-
er,” said Berman. “It's a very diffi-
cult process — 42 pages of forms.

“And a lot of doctors don't take
Medlcaid. (Rep.) Mary Brown told us
not one doctor In Kalamazoo County
accepts Medicald.”

The situeatlon puts parents in the
dlffleult position of telllng adopted
children whom they arc treating asa
member of their famllles, “You can't
g0 to our doctor; you have to go to
another doctor,” she said.

SMART reroutes busses

SMART buses are making one less
irip to Southficld and will change
one route in Oakland County, accord-
Ing to Albert Martin, general mana-
ger of the Suburban Mobillty Author-
ity for Reglonat Transportation.

Route 410 In Southficld will lose
one route, Due to relocation of the
American Career Academy, the 9:55
p.m. trip from Southficld and 14
Mile roads whl be discontlnued.

On Route 480 in Farmington }Hlls,
th lrip leaving Northland at 4

will be rerouted to serve
I\Hddlcbcll Road between 12 Mile

Road and 14 Mile Road.

Publlc timetables which refiect
these schedule changes are available
at the Royal Oak Transit Center, on
Sherman fust south of 11 Mite Road
in Royal Oak; the SMART Transit
Center in the lobby of the First Na-
tlonal Building on Woodward Avenue
and Cadillac Square In downtown
Detroit; and at many city halls, shop-
ping centers and libraries in
southeastern Michigan,

MART's customer Information
office number is 962.5515 from 6:3¢
a.m. to 5:30 p.m, weckdays.
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Marengere sald there are about
2,000 adoptions a year in Michigan
(of 100,00 llve births).

1t's possible, sald Marengere, for a
young woman living with her par-
ents to keep the child and have it
covered under her parents’ Blue
Cross policy. But I the child Is
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placed for adoption, it couldn't be
covered under the famlly policy for
ayear,

THE BILLS would apply to Insur-
ers but not Lo companies like Gener-
2l Moters which sell-Insure, he sald,

Berman said the HMOs and the

outi
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Blues had no problem agreelng to
the bills, but independent insurers
objected. “They believe the bills are
harm{ul, but they made no case,” she
sald.

The bllls are in the Serate Com-
merce Committee where Independ-
ent Insurers are continuing to object.
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‘Basically, if you adopt
a child in Michigan,
you can't get health
insurance for a year.’
— Rop. Maxine Berman
D-Southtield
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