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Possible sale of camp
fires up a controversy

-ﬂy Wayne Peal
slaft writer

. For seven decades, Camp Watha-
na has beea the kind of place where
can come face-to-f
‘with a deer, or explore a series of
small, private lakes.
© But now the wooded northwest
‘Oakland County site is focus of a
K that stands In sharp
trast to its tranqull setting.
. The 380-acre camp Is owned by
‘Detrolt Area Councit of Camp Fire
— the youth services agency known
-as the Camp Flre Glirls before It be-
gan admliting boys scveral years
‘ago.
- Detroit Area Camp Flre trustees
‘recently voted (o sctl the Rose Tawn-
iship site because of an estimated
:$45,000 deficit — and estimated
'$250,000 In camp losses over the
‘past flve years.
+ “Operating the camp has been a
‘real draln on our finances,” sald Re-
‘nee Ahee, councll vice presldent of
external affalrs, “It’s not an ssue of
selllng the camp, iU's an lssue of
_keeping the counci! alive.”

All told, she sald, the camp would

-put the counclt In debt by some
-$20,000 this year.
" But the potential sale has divided
*trustees from group leaders, the foot
‘soldlers of the Camp Fire organlza-
‘tion. Several group lcaders have
.banded together into a new group,
Friends and Alumni of Camp Watha-
aa, to block the sale.

“WE'RE UP In arms,"” sald Linda
Zakoor, whose group Includes young-
sters from Garden City, Canton and
Westland, among other communi-
tles. “Moncy will come and go but
this camp Es lrreplacable.”

One of the fricnds, Sue McFarlin
of Troy, said they are mouniing a re-
call effort almed at trustees who
want to sell the camp. Speelficaliy,
the [riends want to reeall the seven
trustees who recently defeated a
motlon to delay any decislon on the
camp for 18 months, the time
McFarlia sald is nceded to explore
alternatives.

“After looking at all the alterna-
tives," McFarlin sald, “we might
agree the camp shoutd be closed. But
not until then.”

‘After looking at the alternatives, we
might agree the camp should be
closed. But not until then.’

—Sue McFarlin
Troy mother
former camp counselor

McFarlln sald she first attended
Camp Wathana in the fourth grade
and spent part of her summers there
through high school. She was also a
summer camp counselor.

“Right now, I have four daughters
whu go there,” she said,

Beyond the group in-fighting, the
issue also Involves potentlal develap-
ment of one of the remalning open
parcels ln a rapldly-growing reglon.

Camp Fire trusices arc drawn
from arca business leaders, as well
as group leaders.

Some members of the Friends and
Alumni group accuse buslness-ori-
ented trustees of being pro-develop-
ment.

“IFf YOU LOOK, it's the buginess
people (on the board) who want to
sel),” said former group leader Pat
Atklnson of Inskter,

Ahce, however, sald no declslon
has been made on who the pew
owner would be.

“'As far as selling it for camp use
or development, I don't think any-
body's made that declslon,” she sald.

Camp Wathana (pronounced Wa-
thane-a) has traditlonally been
baoked for summer camps by local
Camp Fire groups. There, campers
make use of its three lodges, dinlng
hall, and numerous cakins,

“The beauty is that we can use the
camp when we want to,” said Gar-
den Clty group leader Joyce Hansen.
“1f we sold the camp, we'd have to
use someone eclse's camp, but who
knows if we'd even be able to sched-
ule time."

Those who faver the sale, say a re-
cent membershlp survey Indicated
Interest In the the camp was declin-
[ng. The survey, however, was
disputed by members of the Friends

and Alumni group, who said It In-
cluded comments from long-tnactive
Camp flre members.

Stlll, the North Oakland Camp
Fire Council recently sold its own
camp. Another Camp Fire camp-
ground remains In operatlon near
Monroe.

“Camping Isn't the only thing we
do,” Ahee said. Camp Flre operates
programs for chitdren who attend In-
ner city schools and latch key ehll-
dren, as well as anti-substance abuse
programs.

Maintatning the camp, Akee sald,
would place those other programs In
jeopardy.

Members of the Friends and
Alumni group accuse Camp Fire dl-
rectors of not dolng enough to pro-
mote the camp.

“The camp |s just not belng used
to its full potential,” Zakeor sald.
“They should be doing more to make
the camp avallable to other groups.”

Fricnds and Alumnl members also
said (rustees weren't dolng enough
fund-raising.

About $8 In donatlons for each
child who attended the camp last*
year would more than wipe out any
deficit, they said.

‘Trustees, however, said they're
trying their best In an increasingly
competltive market.

The issue Is expected to come to a
head during the annual board of di-
rectors electlon June 28. Those who
favor saving the camp are expected
to run a slate of candldates.

“Whether consciously or uncon-
selously, we've let the board dlrect
us, rather than having us give dlree-
tion to the board,” Hansen said. “But
how can you have Camp Fire with-
out a camp?"
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Andre Dawson's
most devoted fan couldn’t
remember

his name.

“My grandmother was like a mother to me. | turned to
her for motivation and inspiration. But with Alzheimer's
Disease, she gradually forgot the people around her.
She couldn't even recognize me. Alll could do was
witness a very long, slow death...and suffer watching.” .

Andre Dawson knows first-hand-the isolation and
lonelinesss of caring for a loved one with Alzheimer's
Disease. Now for the millions of family members who
stand by a loved one with Alzheimer's Disease... there's
someone to stand by you. The Alzheimer's Association.

At the Alzhelmer's Association, we have support groups
where you can get In touch with your feelings. And
community services that can put you in touch with the
facts. And, we are leading the way in funding medical
research that hopefully, one day, will put us all In fouch

To reach the Alzheimer's Association chapter in your
neighborhood, call the number below. Someone is

(313) 557-8277

with the cure.

there now. To stand by you.
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Someone to Stand By You.
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