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aint ball store opens

with flying colors

By Jamos Radebaugh
statf weltor

. Paint ball is geiting serlous.

- Practitloners of the game, in which grown men In
army faligues chase each other through the woods,
shooting at one another with carbon dloxide gas-
powered palnt-filled plastic pellets, now have a store all

elr own,

Splatz, on Cooley Lake Road in Unlon Lake, opened
last month and sells just about everything you could
want to get decked out for a round of paint ball.

- The baslcs, though, are all you need to get staried,
aecordlng to store owner Lee Keiser.

+“You nced a gun, you need paint, you have to have
goggles, goggles are absolutely necessary, and face pro-
tectlon is good, and that's about it,” he sabd.

:Kelser, 22, sald he began playlng paint ball three
years ago and spent over $1,000 the flrst year. He decld-
ed it made sense to get into the business,

{“PAINT BALL In thls arca is big, but there aren't
that many stores,” he sald. “In Callfernla there are all
XInds of stores, in Florlda there are all kinds of stores.”

+ Varjous guns llne the walls of Splatz, Including the

.68-callber seml-automatic Phantom, which shoots palnt
bhlls at a speed of 300 fect per second (it's accurate up
10 50 yards), 2 machine gun that shoots 20 rounds faster
than you can blink, and assorted handguns.
"The Phantom is about the size and shape of a real
assault weapon, but looks different enough so that
you're not likely to confuse onc with the other. The Co2
tank that powers the gun, a eylinder about cight Inches
long and 2%-Inches in diamcter, doubles as the gun’s
stock and attaches to the end of a tong, black barrel.

Splatz sells the phantom for $345; the machine gun
sells for a little more.

Keiser keeps other toys behind the counter, lke a
palnt-fllled grenade, which is constructed of surgleal
tubing, has a pin like a real grenade, and spews paint In
scattered patterns when It hits a target.

“These are great,” Kelser said. “They're good for
bunkers and foxhotes.”

Splatz also sells camouflage gear, helmets, face
masks, goggles, T-shirts and other paraphernalla assocl-
aled with paint ball. Among them, some mammoth
smoke bombs that Keiser sald he sells only to people
over 18. At lcast once, he said, one ended up in the pos-
sesslon of a high school student incllncd toward playing
pranks.

Customers who want to try cut a gun before buylng It
don't have to go far. Kelser has a shootlng range along a
side wall, separated from the rest of the store with bur-
lap and a camouflage net hanglng from the celling.

At the far end a white, plastic-coated wall with num-
bers on it serves as a target. Kelser demonstrated the
machine gun, which he filled with orange pellets. He
pulled the trigger, causing an exploslon of rapld pops,
Ilke those of a joud air gun. In seconds the wall was
covered with erange blotches.

The pellets fly fast enough and hit with cnough force
to make the uninitiated wonder how getting hit can not
hurt, a question Kelser sald he's asked ajl the time,

“They can leave welts. In rare occasions they can
break skin. Typically, 1t's no blg deal."

Compared to other sports, paint ball really Isn't dan-
gerous, he sald,

“ had a guy in here the other day who bad brulses al}
over his face from a softball — you don't get that in
paint ball."

Helping hand

State Rep. Jan Dolan (right), R-Farmington
Hills, spends the morning with Bobby Hinch-

Week May 6-13. The program paired com-
munity leaders, hospital administrators and
hysici wilh hospi

man, a reg d nurse at f General

Hospital, Farmington Hills. Dolan was partic-
ipating in “Walk a Mile in My Shoes,” spon-
sored by Botsford during Natlona! Nurses

nurses so they
could sec first-hand the daily challenges of
the nursing profession.
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These YMCA highlights appear
‘courtesy of the Farmington
YMCA, 28100 Farmington Road,
Farmington Hills. For informa-
tion, call 553-4020.

©® SUMMER MEMBERSHIPS

The YMCA wlll be sclling Summer
Memberships thls summer, Member-
ship categorics Include: college stu-
dents, graduating high school sen-
jors, adults, and famllies. The
membershlps will be good through
Saturday, Sept. 1.

© POOL PROGRAM

The YMCA offers a varicty of off-
site backyard pools for Intercsted
parents. Call Jean Warren at 553-

4020 if i d in a

backyard pool program or {or maore
detalls related to available sltes al-
ready scheduled, .

© WALKERS CLUB

The Farmington Area YMCA In
coaperation with the Farmington
Downtown Development Authority is
sponsoring a Walkers Club that
meets cach Wednesday ecvenlng.
More information is avallable from
Mary Fletcher at the YMCA.

© CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

The YMCA has established a cor-
porate membership program for lo-
cal buslnesses. The program in-
cludes a discount off regular mem-
bershlp rates as well as a varlety of

on-slte progl 8. The YMCA is
also available to provide businesses
with guest speakers on topics related
to stress management, weight man-
agement and lllestyle assessment.
Contact Greg Voss for more infor-
mation related Lo these exciting pro-
grams at §53-4020.
® VIP TOURS

The public is invited to tour one of
the most comprehensive wellness fa-
cilities In the area, The Farmington
Arca YMCA offers a large faclllty
with a wide variety of adult, youth
and famlly programs. Located on
Farmington Rd. 1% mkle North of 12
Mille Rd, you've invited to discover
the Y. VIP tours arc avallable by ap-
pointment. Call $53-4020.
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; June 28th, you ride

- Rldln§ SMART buses Is always the SMART thing to do. Especlally when you consider
A gas, parking and malntenance, The more you ride, th
smarter on June 25th, Whether traveling to work, to Metro Alrport, shopplng at
Wonderland or Livonia Mall or any of the shops along the way, or
k FREE, Transfers are 10 and there s free shuttle service between the SMART
- bus stop and the Metro Alrport terminals, For schedule information and/or requests for
. whcclchalraccesslble\huses. call 962:8515. TDD call: 256-8663,
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e more you save, But it's even
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Over-night visitors and
meeting coordinators tell us
not to change a thing but we
insist on continually improv-
ing our services and facilities.

We invite you to join us for
aluncheonftour of our newly
redecorated rooms. Let us
discuss your specific lodging
and mecting concerns. Call
(313) 474-4800 and find out what
we can do for you!
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&)) clowns, puppets, crafts, activities

Join us at the

FAMILY FUN FEST

with live entertainment,
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and a whole lot more!!

SATURDAY, JUNE 30th 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Prudential Town Center, Southfield

Sponsored by:

ALL KIDS CONSIDERED

WIBK-TV

THE. FAMILY MAGAZNL FOR SOUTHLASTERR MICHIGAS

DETROIT

In Coopaoration with the City of Southtiold
CALL 352-0980 for information

An exclting part of tho Minl Grand Piix for Anhatis presented by the City of
Southfleld and the Prudent!a) Town Cantor,

For tiz_a lérgest selection of

- patio furniture that even the

smallest pocketbak will i
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Wan~ Fri, 10:6:30 pm
Sat, 106 pm
. Sun, 124 pen
- closed Wed
-» Patio Furniture TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
»Swimming Pools  aunasuon 2
« Pool Supplies Kowr At
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