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“points of view

Itsa scenic.*-driVe,_
‘but it ends at work

‘MY WAY TO WORK.— PARTI

.. THE MORNING sun s a.big
“orange ball in my rear-vlew mirror
i3 I head west on I-696. Destination:
Ine Mile and Farmington roads in

- Ty n's “panhandle.”

* ‘1t's anlce drive, even if it does end
3t the beginning of 2 long day. Every
Working day I drive the I1-696 Into
‘Parmington, What s there to see?

- What Is there to think about as Cokie
Rol murmurs  headlines on

““Morning Edition” on the car radlo?

. Well, flrst of all, please do away
with notlon that there’s nothing
to see on the superslab. There's a lot
to see If you'll just look.

You'll notlce, for example, a defi-
olie end to Southfleld and a begin-
ning to Farmington Hills, Southfleld
sprouts, white Farmington Hills
Sprawls. o .

« The mileage sign (“Brighton 26,

. 74") gives a me a certain

leaving-town feeling . . . now that
- Fm In Farmington, am I still in met-
. Topalitan Detrolt?

" THE FREEWAY folls over Ink-
ster Road, but under N

belng the only one for seven miles of
busy freeway. The exit ramp starts
out as onc iane and widens to four
before it spews its traific onto busy
Orchard Lake Road.

Commerce has really developed at
this junctlon In the last few years.
There are'a couple of “slecp cheap"”
motels and a Sliverman's restaurant,
that is shoehorned into tiny wedge of
land north of the freeway, .

A JONT FOR motorists turning
left onto Orchard Lake from the exit
ramp: Make the light. If you stop at
the red light at that corner, you
might as well spread out & blanket
and open a plenic lunch. You'll just
about bave time to eat it before you
get the green. .

Another hink: A good way to get to
Farmington Road (there'’s mo. free-
way exit, ) s to Jog south

Qrebard Lake, Farmington and just
about every otber highway with
enough clout {0 2ross the interstate.

One very steange thing about this
stretch -of 1-696. Therc's only one

~exit —Nu. 5 at Orchard Lake Road
— between Telegraph Road in.
Southfleld to the 1-275 exchange in
western Farmington Hills. That's
» about seven miles,

Compare this to the much newer -
contlnuation of 1-696 to the east.
‘There are on-off ramps at evecy ma-

.Jor road: Lahser, Evergreen, South-
field Road, Greenfleld, Coolldge, ete.

‘What good is a freeway that you
can't enter or leave? Maybe the good
“people of Farmington Hills wanted it
that way when the road was bullt al-
rhost 20 years ago. Was the message:

~Just keep on driving, friend, and
don't get off here? '

Anyway, Exit No. § s well-used,

on Orchard Lake and then turn right
on Oakland Drive, which goes
through the Orchard Rldge Campus
of Oakland Community College.

This non-stop little road has be-
come almost a service drive for the
freeway. But before you turn, notice
the colorful flowers that somebody
bothered to plant in the traffic is-
lands at the. inlersection. Somebody
deserves credit,

The first sign you'll see on Oak-
land Drive announces the speed limit
~— 25. But from experience I can tell
you that almost nobody goes that
slow, except maybe bleyclists,

' Most days therc's a steady stream

of cars going through the OCC cam- |

pus at about 40, and thelr drivers are
not headed for ceramics or ma-
crame classes. They're just trying to
avoid traffic-clogged 12 Mile Road
or nl;xe no-way-olf freeway to the
north.

OAKLAND DRIVE ends at Farm-

ington Road (more flowers In the
traffic lalands, more credit due) and
another curjous traffic signal,
. Ftis one Just blinks (yellow-yellow
{for Farmington, red-red for Oakland
Drive) and the cars really -pile up.
Some drivers take awful chances
turing left onto Farmington. ~

‘That light should work — and it
does at 10 in the morning when it
seems as though there's oot nearly
as much traffle, ~—

I'm on Farmingion Road now,
‘headed south. Farmington's one our
more scenic two-lanes that 19 beg-
glug to be widened bacause of heavy

. traffic, A lot of green lawns and wii-

low trees are going to bite the dust if
that happens. .

On past Heritage Park and the
Community Center 1 go (Shhhhh!
Watch that nolse) and I notice that
I'm beaded downhlll. There is a
ateady decline that continuea until 10
Mile when I hit a steep W1,

1 like to take the car out of gear
and coast down the hill (a friend
once told me, “You should live in
Sweden — It's a neutral country”)
and see how far I can roll, some-
times all the way to Shiawassee. = -

There's the Farmington Schools
headquarters on a hill off to the left
where the board of education rules
— “the gang on Shiawassce Hill,” a
former Observer editor called them,

Turnp right, climb another hill, turn
left and head for' downtown Farm-
town, as a doach at high school ustd
to call it. There have been lots of
changes in the old central business
district, but discussion of them wiil
bave to wait for another column,

Right now it’s time to zoom down
Farmington Road — making the
lights, hopefully — past Nine Mile.
Onehdllﬂcult left turn later, I'm at
worl

Next time it describe anotber
way to work.

Tom Baer is the editor of the
Farmington Observer.

FALL 1990

MATERNITY

FASHION
SHOW

Thursday, October 4

7 p.m., Livonia

Presenting the newest ideas
for maternity dressing. Some
great pptions for business,

leisure and after-five.

Shown, a rayon dress with
corporate {flair by Libra I,

Sizes P-S-M-L, $132,

Jacobson’s

2 We welcame Jacatsson's Char
. Shop until 9 p.m. an Thursday and Friday, Untit 6 p,

ge and American Express®,
m. an Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,

from our readers

She objects
to-art exhibit

1hopé you are deluged with letters
against Noreen Flack's article on the

. Maplethorpe exhibit,

How can a family newspaper like
the Observer support ralsing money
::lr' something as controverstal as

?
The Mapelthorpe exhibit Is not
Z;-nly pornographic, it is also sacrile-

ous.

Hapelull}. Instead of getting a sin-
gle peuny, Dennis Barrie and the
Contempor: Art Center will be

ary
flooded with thousands of lettera ob- -

jecting to this obscene farce.
Margaret Wililams,

Farmingtoa Hills

Don’t stifle
the resid_ents

To the editor:

During the comments and question
portion of a recent Farmington Hills
City Council meeting, two residents
from the “older, more beautiful”
subdivision were allowed to speak
for almost an hour and this was after
the three-hour meeting of last week.

Thelr concerns were about 8-foot
pipes, etc,, and they were valld con-
cemns. After thelr time, two familles
were denled the privilege of voicing
their concerns, i

These were two new famllles to

" the city of Farmingten Hlila and

thelr concerns were about S-inch
pipes, ete. Thelr concerns were just
as valld, but they did not have the
(o volce thelr

Last week we celebrated In that
very room the signing of the Consti-
tution of the United States, which
gives rights to all people. In Farm-
ington Hills, we often hear about dls-
crepancies In the “lower hills,”
which are the areas south of 10 Mile
Road in the mature areas of the city.

We should all have equal rights
whether we.are a resldent for 20
years ot only two months, as In our
cass last night,

THERE HAS been much written

. In the past about the zoning offlcer

for this area of the city, However, In
my experfence in the past three
years, we need a zoning officer from
general funds that would cover all
the city,

In fact, I belleve that we need to
have the state departmeat of build-

Ing codes evaluate the performance’
(if you can call it that) of our city's
enforcement of Its own codes, -

How can people move into a house
(that bas had/and probably will have
problems in the next 10 months) with
an explred temporary certificate of
occupancy?

How can 2 new home not have a
working furnace? How can & wesi-
dent have an estimate of $600 to flx
@ sump pump problem? What hap-

+ pened to the written oneyear guar-
«antee the city has for these homes?

Do tax dollars agaln have to be
spent on these bomes when the $500
rond .8 Insufficient for the prob-
ems?

1 would like to thank councilman
Ben Marks for coming to the ald of
the family without heat for two days
last week, We did not call the city
because of thelr inactlon [n the past,
and"because of the council's actlon
taken last November,

Luella Hempel,
Farmington Hills

Insurance is
their future

To the edltor;

At clection time, we ask oursclves
what our elected offlcials have done
for us. But perhaps better questions
would revolve around what they
have done for themselves. .

For example, how much money do
they recelve from the insurance in-
dustry? -

The State Commerce and Technol-
ogy Committee is currently holding
back legislation that would finally
stop the Insurance industry from
price fixing, by removing thelr antl-
trust exemption,

‘The same commilttee is holding up
a blll to roll back premiums to a
more realistic level. What's more
egreglous Is that many of these same
offlclals are In turn protecting the
insurance industry by sponsoring
blils that would Limit the legal rights
and henefits of severely tnjured accl-

. dent victims,

again. It is not Dan Potter’s park. 1t
belongs to the people of Farmington
Hills. Dan Potter works for the clty.

We put up our tax money to pre-
serve the. only large plece of open
land in our city, It s belng enjoyed
as It Is, Don't mess it up by over-
development.

‘The Splcer House, technically the
David Gray House, is not ugly.
Please look again,

This beautifully proportioned 1928
plece of archliecture was designed
to blend with lts environment by the
architect artist Marcus Burrowes.

It Is an English Country bouse and
a gem. It Is part of our-Hlstorical
District and significant to our com-
munlty as part of an era when coun-
iry houses were bullt in Farmlngton.
It was also an era when people be-
came aware of the beauty of thelr
envirenment.

This lovely house and park are slg:
nifleant to Farmington Hills, Don't
Iet an over zealous sportaman make
a shooting range or rock theatre out
of something beautlful. ‘

Keep it 30 it can be enjoyed by the
people of Farmington Hills. They
have worked to galn such a park and
are volunteering and working hard

1o keep It beautiful,
e Rath Moehlmbn,

. chairman,
Farmington Hills Historle District
Commlsslon

Opinions are
to be shared

Opiniens and ideas are best
when shared wilh others.

That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages its read- +
ors 1o share their views with
others in the From Our Read- .
ers column. S

Submitting a letter to the ed-
itor for publication is easy. Let-

Perhaps some of our
would be better sulted to eareers In
the auto insurance industry, They've
had lots of practlce. .

. Timothy Lachowskl,
Farmiogton Hills

Enjoy our
park as is

To the editor:
Go back and look at Heritage Park

lers should be typewritien or
prinied.legibly and kept to 300 ,
words. Letlers must be signed
and include the address of the
sender, .

Names will be withheld only
for the besi of reasons, and
the decision to do so will be
made by the editor,

Leiters should be mailed to:
the editor, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farminglon
Road, Farmington 48336.
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In order to make room for our
new designer bridal merchandise,

we must clear all inventory.

WEEK

- October 6th

«Mothers'

me

+ Bridesmaids Gowns
~From*15.00 = -« - _
» Designer Bridal Gowns and
Headpleces up to 75% OFF.

Occaslon:Gowns, Prom

d Flowergirl Dresses at
Discount Prices.
coming Gowns

From *15.00.
+'Holiday Dresses -
~From *30.00.

Gowns, Special

550 Forest Ave.
Plymouth

455-4993



