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Activists fight for the right to read

By Casay Hans
staff writer

They're devotees of the written
word. '

And they want you to have the
right to choose a book anytime, any-
where.

Bookstore owners, librarians and
school media speciallsts {rom
around Farmington and e!
are fightinga growlng nnUonal u'end
of book banning and challenging, al-
though they say the issue is not a big
problem in the Farmington area.

“We haven't been challenged too
often — we've been lucky,"” said
Marilyn Smith, branch manager at
the Farmington Communlty Library
facility in downtown Farmington.
“We have an educated community
here and they have nlways been sup-
portive.” .

In the Farmlington Public Schools,
there are occasional gripes about
books, but most are resolved at a
building level, sald dircctor of media
resources Peggy Schmldt. And, as
with the public library system, the
school distrlct has a complaint pro-
cedure which reviews not only the
complalnts but the book content as
well.

BOTH FIGHT - removing books
from the shelves.

“The purpose of a llbrary. , .isto
provide all types of infermation,"
Schmidt said. “We want to make
sure nobody is cut off.” She sald par-
ents, of course, retaln the right to
tell their child not to read some-
thing, and that the schools offer al-
ternative selections In such situa-

tions.

At the Little Professor bookstore
at Grand River and Halsted, owner
Paula Herstein'ls focusing on “sup-
porting the right to read” with a re-
cent display In the store window to
commemorate National Banned

‘Week, which ran through Sept.
28, She sald customers were 5o inter-
ested In the display that several
asked to sign petitions, although the

Paula and Richard Herstein stand in front of their Little Profes-
sor bookstore on Grand River in Farmington, where they did a
window display showing a variety of books banned from

bookstore wasn't offering any for
slgning.

‘The intent of Banned Book Week
and the display was strictly informa-
Uonal and is *‘getting mere and more

attention” each year, she said.

“We scll cverything and we sup-
port the First Amendment,” she
sald. “When ‘Satanlc Verses' was
published, we sold that. We don't fecl
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schools and libraries. They believe in altowing the customer a
choice about what books to read.

‘we should ban things.”

Hundreds of books, including clas-
sics like “Of Mice and Men" by John
Stelnbeck and basic refercnce guldes
like the 1986 edition of Webster's

Challenger says
her efforts can
| make a difference
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three candldates vylng for a chance
at the 15th Distriet state Senn(c seat.
“I call It ‘the

Deniae Al

Revolutlon.' I have nlwny: belteved

offers a taate of her gourmet cooking to her
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pet Great Pyrenees, Max, in the kitchen of her Southfield

home. Al is the
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state Senate seat.

vying for the t5th District
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%ﬁg&" "g’d'”c:'" pm. cooking, the frults of her labors often
vou:yb:ll,’ ude b and just | £ to feed volunteers who help with
p muduml 3hip cost gookmd door-to-door campaign ef-
#2, which Includes & photo ID. A For the 38-ycar-old Republican
state Senate candldate, a love of pol-
:ﬂl{"l-‘m program. I l;;w‘d' itles started with high school student
i armington Youth Amlst- | oovornment, carried into judiclal
ance at 489-343, 3 and vatious Republ
" races and finally took her into city
HE ICE Wc;l; 3 phy government, where she sat on the
pedolmed 'mc;: Seuthficld Planning Commisslon for
'h h‘“ﬂa‘“ Satur. | ScVen years and, more recently, on
dn Oct, M"..n F“m' the city counctl.
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Hills branch, 32787 qu. m.ln]n Ml.lm: history,” said Alexander, onc of
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Youthful flag-burners could
face charges in Hills incident

Thcy could have been exerclsing thelr constitutional

Bul six tecnagers and one young adult, all Novi resi-

dents, could face charges,

The car moved again to Freeway Drive. Then some-

onc got out of the car, put a bundle in the mlddic of the

0, in folowed, Gl

street, lighted it and an “cnormous flame 5 feet high”

g to a pollce report.

arsal
with the Scpt. 28 burning of at least two Amcrlcan flags
that untl! recently flew above businesses on Freeway

 Items for Farmington Focus

.may be mailed to the Farm-~

éngton Observer, 21898 Farm.
ington Road, Farmlunmn
48333, or dmpped off at
‘newspaper office.

FRCRARE

Drive in Fi

The car left the scenc as pollee approached, The teen-
agers and young adult were stopped by unlformed offi-

cers at 7 Mile and Newburg in Livonia,

“All wil} pmblb]y be chnrxed "' sald Detective Sgt.

Charles Nebus of the Farmington Hills police.
Just before midnight Sept. 26, a pollce offlcer noticed
acor parked In the middle of Research Drive,

AFTER FOLLOWING it around the arca and back
again, the offlcer saw a flag belng it on fire and a

‘The car's driver, a 17-year-old, had to be forcibly re-
moved from the car when he clung to the steering wheel
and refused to get out, pollce sald.

IN THE CAR'S trunk, pollce found two aticks

wrapped with socka and soaked in gasoline,

Dictionary have been challenged or
nned because of content. Stein.
beck's book was challenged because

Ploase turn to Page 6

Honored

Employers of
handicapped
are praised

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

It all started with Jerry.

“He’s never been sick. He Is one of
the most dedicated people I have
ever worked with, He's part of our
family,” said Danny Got!, owner of
Mama Locricchlo’s restaurant in
Farmington Hills.

Jerry’s story in the Junc B, 1989
edition of the Farmington Observer
struck a chord in Republican state
Rep. Jan Dolan of Farmington Hills.
When she read about Jerry, who &s

retarded,
worklng in the restaurant, an idcn
dawned on her.

“Making fobs accessible to work-
crs with handlcaps is not just a mat-
ter of basic human rights bul makes
economic sense,” Dalan told Farm-
ington area employers Monday.
“There must be more employers in

Please turn to Page 2

person dangling it out of the window of the car.
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