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.- WHEN PEOPLE learn that Wells"
- parents are deal, they often say sym-
: pathetically, “Oh, how sad.” Wells
. feels no sadness about her growing
np with deaf parents, “I feel my life
has been enrh:hei They were good
parenu."
- Sbo Insists, Isn't same-

deaf

be careful that sets and costuming
focus on the people and the story and
don’t detract from the signs.” In
hearing theater, actors may upstage
one another (block one another from
audience view) by accident or out of
competitive spite, but in aign theater
keeping. sight lines clear becomes
not just wise directing but erucial to

. thing to be fixed, The deaf arc &
group of people who share a lan-
gusge and a culture.” She has shared
that culture from birth, and the Sign
Players, Unlimited, comblnes her
lifelong commitment to the deaf
community with her devotion to the
art of theater.

She Is currently earnlng her mas-
ter’s degree n fine arts at Eastern
Michigan Universlty. Last summer
he worked with the National The-
hire of the Deaf In Washington, D.C.

 Sign theatre, because it relles ex-
{Elusively on vision as the commual-
;¢ation mode, adds to the already
f;nyrlad detalls a director most con-

Ider in staging a plly. Wells declded
o keep sets and costuming minim,

or “The Ice Wolf,” in pnrt because a
nveung troupe can’t be en-
bumbered by elaborate sets. Simple
::E portable sets are more practi-

i But the m

SIGN THEATER demands metl-
culous staging of the action to keep
sight lines open every second. Wells
says the nature of sign theater also
1imits the slzc of the house. “I prefer
a small house. If people sit too far
away, they can't see.” She feels 300
to 350 is the maximum-size house
suitable to sign theater.

Promoting Sign Players, Unlimit-
ed, differs from other theater adver-
tising, acordlng to Laurie Smalls. “In
photographle sesslons we aceentuate
the slgnlng,” she says.

Target audience for “The Ice
Wolf"* includes speclalized schools
for the deaf and organizations in the
deaf community, as well as the gen-
eral population. Both audlences are
responding with enthuslasm for the
unique, new theater, Smalls says,
“We've been surprised by the posl-
tive response of churchu schools
wha say,

for nlmpllclty llu in the nature ol
.llg,n d:uler Wells says, “We have to

=3
q

) 0
-
«Q

defined

‘bomlnued from Page 7

le. - .
1 The ambivalence and hint of sor-
Kane injects into the song “Cab-
ret” runs ‘throughout the Mendow
rook production, creating an intel-
gent tension to balance the naughty
lessness of the song and dance
etsat the Kit Kat K'lllb‘

i MICHAEL NOSTRAN'D as the
f ble Master of Ceremonies seema
more a snlggering little guy than a
force, but he keeps the

and centers
‘Thal’s rcaily different. We'd like to
see that
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in show

tenslon between Innocence and evll
in his portrayal of the androgynous,
white-faced MC, the role made fa-
mous by Joel Grey.

Ironlcally, the show’s most haunt-
Ing melody and the plece that show-
cases the fine volces and harmonlz-
ing of the cast belongs to the Nazi
anthem “Tomorrow Belongs to Me.”
Pollshed +dance numbers, an excel-
lent orchestra and cast, plus Carl
Schurr's careful . balance between
bawdiness and emergeuz evll mmke
Meadow Brook Theatre's “Cabarel
intelligent, lvely en(crlnlnmnnt.

Gordon Reinhart goes to L.A.

By Atlens Funke
spoclal writer

At Waync Memorial, Reinhart re-
members he was “on the periphery,”

Gordon Relrhart often had sweaty
palms and a nervous stomach when
he performed on bis violln,

But put hlm on a stage, playing
theatrical roles, and he Is at peace,

““‘Acting scems 20 much easler for
me,” sald F.elnhnrt who grew up ln

in theater but not trying
out for parts. He played in the or-
chestra and took up forenslcs, the
study and practice of public debate.
He credits Adrienne Klemme, his
forensles teacher, with belping him
hone his skills in public apeaking,
“‘We spent a lot of time working on
and using

Wayne Memorlnl High School ln
1979, .

Relohart bas devoted hls life to
musle, debate and dramatics. He
plays the lead role in the musleal
“Billy Bishop Goes to War,"” which
runs through Sunday at the Attle
Theatre in Detroft.

Then Relnhart wil pack up and
move to Los Angeles, where he is
secking new opportunities in theater
and filma,

“I'm exclted,” he sald. “I will be
starting from scratch. I have been
saving money, enough to last for a
year,”

His parents, Dean and Ruth
Reinhart, live In Westland,

UNTIL FAIRLY recently,
Relnhart's major creative outlet was
musle, He began studying vlolin in
third grade, at Ellott Elementary
School, in the Wayne-Westland
school district. He took private mu-
sic lessons.

He spent slx summers at Interlo-
chen music camp in Northern Michi
gan — three years as a camper and
three years as a counselor. As he
continued his music studies, he per-
formed frequently before audiences.

“That was very difficult,” he re-
called. -“I had nerves and stage
fright.”

the imaglnation,” sald Klemme, a
Farmington Hills resident. “By
belng able to perform before audl-
ences he developed some degree of
sophlstication.”

KLEMME, WHOQ also teaches dra-
ma and interpreters theater, re-
members her former student aa
bright and dependable. Relnhart
wrote some origlnal music, which
was used n one of the school produc-
tions,

“It never occurred to me that I
would act,” Reinhart sald.

After graduating from high school
Reinhart enrolled at DePauw Unl-
verslty, in Indlana, where he ma-
Jored In violln and took: buslness
Ccourses.

“It was the idea of preparing you
10 go {nto arts administration but, of
course, I dldn't choose Lo do that.”

While at DePauw, Relohart audi-
tioned for a student theatrical pro-
duction and became hooked on act-
ing. He subsequently obtalned a mas-
ter's degree in actlng at West
Virglnia Unlversity.

Acting presents the opportunity to
research and learn about a variety
of characters and lssues, he said,

“Bllly Bishop Goes to War” Is a
one~character musical based loosely
on the experiences of a Canadlan fly-
Ing ace during Werld War I

Gordon Hulnhnn. atar of “Billy Bishop Goes to War" at the Attic

Theatre, is planning a move to Los Angeles soon.

tor at Aspen Repertory

Relnhart, in a
role, . splns atories In an olficers’
<lub. He even has the chance to play
the violin.-

“Blily Blshop was a very unllkely
hero, and that is the charm of it,” be
sald, “He was a rough-and-tumble
kind of guy.” .

REINHART HAS directed and
acted In several Shakespearean pro-
ductfons at the Attic, He also
appeared in a play called “Bum
This,” which Is about four characters
attempting to cope with the death of
a {riend.

The Attic, in Detoit's New Center
area, often showcases offbeat and
thought-proveking productions, ac-
cording to Relnhart.

“They tend to take risks,” he sald.

Reluhart also has appeared In
"Amadeus” and “Nlcholas Nickelby"
at the Hlllberry Theatre at Wayne
State University, He spent two sum-
mers a3 a teacher and artlstic dlrec-

upcoming
things to do

Theater in Colorado.

He decided to move to Los Ange-
Jes because 1t offers a wider range of
opportunities, He knows he faces
great competitlon for a limited num-
ber of roles. He expecta to ecome
back occaslonally for local appear-
ances.

“You can't compure youml! with
other people, and you can't be Intim-
idated,” he said. “T dan’t want to be
cocky. I have gone to school and
trained. I'm not just some person
who says, ‘I think I will try acting.'
It's possible I won't get work, but I
believe I wiil.”

“Billy Bishop Goes to War” isat
the Attic Theatre, Third Avenuc
and W. Grand Boulevard, Detroit.
Performances are at 8 tonight
(Thursday) and Friday, 5 and §
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.
For ticket information call 875

® AT DUFFY'S

Alexander Zonjic, jazz pop artist,
performs with his quintet at Duify's
Waterfrent Inn in Union Lake. Show-
time Is 9 pm. and 11 p.m. Cover
charge i3 §7 per person. Call 363-
9469 for reservations.

® PREVIEW PARTY
The third annual Jacobson's Holi-

day Preview Party to benefit the
Meadow Brook Theatre at Oakland
Unlvcrslly will be 7-9:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 13, at Jacobson’s at Great
Oaks Mall iIn

Do Us Part,” and Brian Polcyn, Plke
Street Restaurant's chef, who will
demonstrate hls cooklnx talents.

Cost is $25 for patron tickets, $50 for
benefactor Uckets, For more Infor-
mation, call 370-3318 or 851-8000.

Hors
d’ocuvres and wine will be pmvlded
by Machus. The event is black-tie op-
tional. Celebrity guests Include Pau-
la Blanchard, who will autograph
copies of her new book, “Till Politics

“BABY GR,

(Made in U.S.A) maMlNGmM'
DETROIT  «jncjudos tuning, ¢ 7-1177
533—7100 bench & defivery 3,999 . 1ax mwn Hunter
,’.ﬁumm available sub]ocl to prior sals O i b Ao

AND SAL

17U 5PM

RYG R aaasse

Szechuana

p Sat. 12-11 PM « Si

- 644-

‘0

u Pearl’s
Garden

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders

1 Open 7 days a Week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM «Friday 11 AM-11 PM

P 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

Serving the Finest in

nd Mandarin

unday 12-10 PM
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‘gP “.the ultimate evening on the town..
It's glamorous...it's exciting!”  — b tonwan

THE ALL NEW

LIMO & RHINO Combo

An evening of Champagne, Roses &
Dinner at the RHINOCEROS

{+ Pus a 350 Gitt certificate!!

@ Limousine service by Mr. Limo
to and from
the Rhino

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

FIVE GOOD REASONS

WHY YOU SH

OULD EAT AT

TRINI & CARMEN'S

1. Serving this

area for 25 years,
We are now serving the
chlldren and grandchildren
of our earliest customers.

2. Knowledgeable people who know
Mexican food eat heto.,

3. We were he first with our awn style Nacho
- and copied by many,

4. Independent and famlly owned.
5. Our quality food is ptepared daily.

WATERFORD
1718 mOkAI‘H'
| 332-6851
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AT THE DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

5020 John R, in the Cutturat Center

v
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INSIDE OUT.
Race dowa a mountaln at
breakneck speed. Cut to film
shot INSIDE the pounding
human hean, Actual foalage
of haw your bady reacts (o
supercharged
excltament, Sce
" yoursell turned
+ inslde out on the
' glan! Omnlmax
sceeen, Oct. 1 -

Dec. 31. Call
(313) 577-8400
lor showlimes,
1o
The.
Limit

LuncheDinner ¢ Late Night Dining» Take Out
1515 EAST MAPLE RD., TROY « (313)689-2332

October 12th & 13th

Waterfront Inn
Special Appearance

FRIDAY and SATURDAY

ALEXANDER ZON]JIC o

DINNER and SHOW 9 p.m.
LATE SHOW ~ 11:30 p.m.

RESERVATIONS
363-9469
8635 Cooley Lake Road = Unjon Lake

e Cinenian where
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pictures, etyoyed in e s e comfort e
rovkug chair lounger seats,

*Dolly Sterea Sound S stem
Progevtton, Acas o Free Liheed farkit:
Couttemis stalt,amd o oo Loblhy and
Ar Gallery, all for the ultiniate 1 vnema i
exmpovimentt We would ke 1o offer 3 Sianl
appartuniey 1o ywu i o tneod toengov
swoue chence of Glin 2y our guests.

Simply complete the attached coupon which will admit you

and a friend to the movic of your chuice for the price of one mlmmmn'

]r— Two-for-One
/ Movie Offer

SHOWCASE
| "CINEMAS
| AUBURN HILLS

2150 North Opdyke Road
Just South of Walion Bouleywnd
313:373-2660

Hus LIRTIHLCATL
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‘Showcase Cinemas
 Auburn Hills

2150 North Opdrhe Road, Just South of Walton Boulevard
On the site of the former Blue Sky Driveeln 24 Hour Phone 313.373.2660
A National Amusements Theaire




