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1888) A mulionaire joins his son in
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Series not in plans.
for Dick Van Dyke

By Amy Schmidt .

Dick Van Dyke is the first to admit
that drama’s not his forte. But when
NBC offered 10 cast him as a publish-
ing magnate in Kcys to the Kingdom,
he couldn't resist: “People will find it
inleresting watching me trying 10 play
astrong man,™

When asked if he would do another
comedy scrics, Van Dyke hesitated.

The thought of a 5-hour-a-day grind

gave him pausc. Besides, he said, he is
caming up on his sixty-fifih birnhday.
Also, that would leave little time for
Dick's favoritc pastime — sailing.

Expcericnce has shown it would be
unlikely that Yan Dyke could replicate
the success of the The Dick Van Dyke
Show, anyway, The New Dick Van
Dyke Show dragged along for three
years while Van Dyke and Company
aired only one season. The actor then
briefly co-starred on The Caro! Burnett
Show.

When The Dick Van Dyke Show
ended it seemed Dick's film career
would skyrocket. That didn't happen
cither. Nonctheless, he will always be
remembered for Mary Poppins, Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang and Bye Bye
Birdie.

But it ain't over ‘il the fatlady sings.
Van Dyke guest starred on The Golden
Girls last season. This scason he will
appear on Coachas the older brother of
his real-life younger brother, Jerry Van
Dyke.
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Super Bowl legends
come head-to-head

By Sieve Paschal

1t will be a battle of the Super Bow)
legends on €BS Sunday, Oct. 21, when
the Pittsburgh Sicelers take on the San
Francisco 49ers.

The NFC 49crs are the reigning
Super Bawl champions afier demolish-
ing the Denver Broncos $5-10 in Super
Bowl XXIV.

The Steclers, who were the undisput-
ed “tcam of the 1370s* with an
unprecedented four Super Bowl tro-
phics, beat the Los Angeles- Rams
31-17 in Super Bowl X1V, Then, the.

Jessica Lange hosts
Vivien Leigh profile

. By Christy Bergslien

Jessiea Lange will host Vivien Leigh:
Scarlett and Beyond on Monday, Oct.
22, This onc-hour TNT special wil)
trace Leigh's legendary 30-year career
— from. her Gone with the Wind ~
triumph 10 her emational problems
later in life.

The Disney Channel airs two original
presentations based on classics by
Mark Twain and Charles Dickens.
First, on Sunday, Oct. 21, Tom Sawyer
{Raphael Sbarge} and Eucklcherry
Finn (Mitchell Anderson) reunite as

49¢rs won the NFL championship in
1982 and again in 1989-90 10 become
known as the “1cam of the 1980s."
Now the Sicelers believe they arc
ready 10 challenge the 49¢rs for the
title, “team of the 1950s."
Also on Sunday, NBC

offess a
doublcheader of regional tel

B ps 10 in gatc a murder in
Back to Mannibal: The Return of Tont
Sawyer and Huckichersy Fina. Direct-
ly following will be the first of the
four-part minisenes The Lifc aad
Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby,
performed by the Emmy Award.

beginning with cither Dallas at Tampa
Bay, New Orlcans at Houston or
Philadelphia at Washingion. The
second game will fcature either Phoene
ix and the Giants or Atlanta and the
Rams.

ABC's Monday Night Foorbalf will
showcase twoother AFC teams thatare
itching 10 gel a shot at the NFC
champion on Jan, 27 in Tampa Bay.
The Cincinnali Bengals, heartbreak
losers 10 the 49¢rs just (wo years ago,
rave) 10 Cleveland to facc the Brawns,
whoare trying loovercome three lasses
o Deaver in the AFC Championship

over the last four years. . ivioungin

ing Royal Shakespeare Campany.
Kenneth Branagh will introduce the
four episodes comprising the 8- 1/2-
hour adaptation of [Dickens’ novel.
Patrick Swayze plays a Chicago cop
using his Kentucky hillbilly wiles 1o
track down a killer in Next of K,
debuting Sunday, Oct, 21, on HBO,
Project: Man in Space, hosied by
Mike Wallace, reveals the events that
led 10 the first steps intospace. The first
taunch by Russian cosmonaul Yur:
Gagrin and the launch of the Amernican
Mercury astronast program are ca-
plored durning the specsal, which airs
Maonday, Oct. 12, on the Ans &

Entertainment Network.
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