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No ‘La Bamba,’ please

They were riding high on the college radio circuit. Then came “La Bam-
ba.’" The film was a hit and 50 was their muie. Fioe for some bands, bat
Los Lobos would rather start from scratch and recapture the “coolness”

they once had, For more, Se¢ Page 3D,
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The Whitcomb
‘Conservatory:

Orchids,
“cacti and
palms give
the eyes and
nose a
workout

Photos by BILL HANSEN

in the showhouse courtyard, water danc-
es merrily from the fountain,

By Greg Kowalskt

Justus, the conservatory's florieul-

and 20 greenhouses, offer a lush va-

staff writer tural supervisor, riety of plants, flowers and trees,
The trees are wellfed and wa-  ranging from common caladlums to
If trees could talk, what would the tered, and during the winter, can exotlc cactl.

glant capary palm in the Belle Isle
Conservatory say? That €5-foot tree
has speat most of Its past 100 years

in the huge greenhouse,

And what would its peighbor, an
equally impressive and nearly.as tall
East Indian palm add? How would
thelr companlon, an unusual flsh-tail

palm, feel?

Well, they don't have to worry
about burricanes here,” aald Jim

view the dreary soow from the
steamy comfort of the glass struc-
ture.

“Here," Justus aald, “you can go
to Florida without golng to Florida.”

For nearly 90 ycars, Belle Iale,
Detroit's “jewel on the river,” has
glowed with a spectrum of floral col-
ors. The 15,000-square-foot Anna
Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, ad-
Jolning Ity pocl, 10 acres of gardens

Horticulturlat Jim Piper, whose specialty is orchids, cieans
debris from the clay pots used in the ditferent floral displays.

Lush, Indeed. The conservatory
walk takes you through the steamy
troples, past the desert and into a
primeval fern forest. Here, you'll
find the strange screw plne from
Madagascar (now the Malagasy Re-
public), which grows in a winding
corkscrew shape. And here are the
representative trees from which we
get lemons, bananas, coffee and, un-
th synthetics, rubber.

BEYOND ARE the cactl. The
room la not for the nervous. Spikes
abound. Huge yucea planta grow
here. Qver there is n strange Salnt
Jospeh's Coat with large floppy
leaves. The owl's eye cactus walches
with a eluster of aplny white orbs.

Other cact! have splnes as feath-
ery as gossamer, some present huge
thorns. Different varicties of aloe
abound.

And just as you leave the room,
Took for the gently jellybean plant.

the fern room, you atand on a
small balcony and look into an earll-
er age of Earth. A steady flow of wa-

eter are in the showhouse.

ter splashes acrosy the floor below
and glves the room the ateamy mugi-
ness of a swamp. Straight ahead is
an Australlan Ixer fern — a real tree
fern — standing nearly 20 feet tall.

All around are different types of
ferns, one of the first plants to have
appeared on th earth, .

Enough of the heat. The conserva-
tory presents six especially popular
flower shows a year, beginning in
January.

‘The winter show — held the scc-
ond week of January to just before
Easter — features cyclamen, cin-
craria, calcelorias and primroses.

The Easter show — from Easter
o Mother's Day ~ highlights Easter
lllies, tulipa, narcissi, genistas,
areleas and rhododendrons,

THE MOTHER'S Day show — the
flrst week of May to the flrat week
of June — ablnes with widy hy-
drageas, ‘schizanthus and snapdra-
gons, along with a Mother’s Day {a-
vorite, Martha Washington gerani-
ums.

‘The summer show ~ June (o Oc-
tober — dl.lplnyl‘l‘everll varicties of

The chrysanthemum show — the
second week of November to the soc-

ond week of ber — glows with
a spectrum of colors befitting the ac-
companyling tall-stemmed glants
and miniature button mums.

Flnatly, the Christmas show —
from the week before Christman to
the second weck of Jaguary —
blazes with red, white and piok poln-
settias and Jerusalem cherries,

Next to the conservatory s the lily
pool. About 30 feet by 90 feet, the
recently refurbished languid pool is
surrounded by a rock garden,

Also outdoors is the 10-acre for-
mal gardens. The outer perimeter of
the formal garden area s edged with
boxwood,

Myriad flowers and a wide swath
of grass separate the outer areafrom
the ioner sunken gardens. There can
be found poppies, dalsies, dalphinl.
um, phlox, narcissi, roses and other
fNowers,

ACTUALLY, THE outdoor gar-
dens don't have anything exception-
ally exotle, but they bave a lot ,
enough variety to ensure a glowing
pallet of colors.

fuschlas,
coleus and follage plants,

Please tum to Page 8

“Mums the word” at the Whitcomb Conservatory on Belle Isie. Mums up to 2inches In diam-

If you want to help

- conducting tours, Here's how

A key element in moking the
gardens bloom is the Belle
Iste Botonical Soclety, This
nanprofit organization
denstes funds and does
volunteer services, such as

you can get Involved:

M For $15 a year ($25
for a family) you
"help to Improve the
present gardens,
conservatory and
greenhouse, help In
future garden
beauthication and to
malntain and assist -
the volunteer
pro .

You can wrile to this address
for more Information; |
The Belle Isle Botanical”
Soclety

P.0. Box 14633

Detrolt, MI. 48214

Janet Harper
gives the
showhouse
mums their

, daily drink of
water.




