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_points of view

Oh the sights on a busy 12 Mile Road

MY WAY TO WORK — PART I
BOW ABOUTMMU The uslcm

Navl. A lot of people need to get to
Novl these days, not only to shop, but
also to work at the offlce complexes

brnhomelnrunwedmo(b-
era {north of 13 Mlle Road), a nun-
a‘w {10 wle) and a reform school

'thou are troly formidable
geards, but Ill try to enter anyway
on this dark morning (s man has to
get to work, after all) and T'1l take 12
Mile .., no, not becauss It's the
lesser of the three evils.

Untll the early 1970s, 12 Mlle was
a sleepy country two-lane road lead-

that have sprou cre.
Anyway, our 12 Milc of the '90s Is
busy with traffic. I expect to see one
of those big orange aigns — “12 Mile
is traffic-clogged and dangerous. Al-
ternate route suggested” — at Ink-
ster Road where Farmington Hills
beglns,

* THOUSANDS of motorists have
Indeed found an alternate — 1-696,.a
non-stop superslab — for their trip
to work, the mall or wherever,

ton’s ploneers are spending eternity)
and the present (the Greencastle sub-
division with its lighted sign).

Cross Middlebelt and things
change, The road widens, there arc
strip malis and the blg Glnopolls res-
taurant. On the right is Jean's Hard-

School. Lights are showing in ita
guard towers these dark mornings.
So many people who go there to
watch its outstanding football team
play Saturday afternoons remark
that it looks like a prison.

And every few years a rumor
spreads through the community that
the schoal district {s selllng Harrison
to the county or state for a new pris-
on. People actually believa it.

MOVING RIGHT along, I pass the
condo clusters for the wealthy
(Twelfth Estate, Inverary, etc.) be-
{ore caming to Orchkard Lake Road.
Twelve Mile and Orchard Lake Is
Farmington Hills' beating heart ~ i{
Farmington Hills can be said to have
a heart and It beats.

The roads are wide, the traffic
swift and there are gas stations on
the cornera,

Here's some advice: Get off 12
Mile here and head north or south on
Orchard Lake, Go further west and
you'll encounter post office and I
brary traffic. Farmington Road-12
Mile Is a real mess, and beyond that
construction really chokes the flow.

They say 12 Mile will be a beaut!-
ful boulevard In a couple of years
when the construction s finished.
And a highway shall be there, they
promise. Right. But now t's a road
to avoid, .

So . . . I head south on Orchard
Lake, which narrows to two lancs,
There's the Farmington Hils City
Hall at 11 Mile with a nlce stand of
poplars and birches shielding the
bullding.

‘There's really not much to notlce
on Orchard Lake going south. The

houses are solid-looking and set back
from the road.

THERE'S GREENE'S hamburg-
ers at the corper of Orchard Lake
and 10 Mite. Is t true that prisoners
In our Jocal lockups feed on those
burgers? I turn right on 10 Mile, still
headed west. Farmington s on my
left, Farmington Hills on the right.

Cross Power Road and you pass
the mlrror of a court house. You can
see the reflection of your car as you

go past. Ten Mile ends (for awhlle)at . .
Farmington Road. Well, it’s down -

one hill and up another and on to
work.

Cominx soon In this space: My way
hom

Tom Baer is the editor of the
Farmington Observer.

ing nowhere for no cular rea- S0 12 Mile can be slow and local  ware, which goes back to the days
son. Now It's all business, a ribbon of  with- Iois of backups behind cars when a dairy farmer might have
commerce running ramrod stralght turning left. Oh, it starts out pleas- gone there in search of parts for his
across Farmington ant enough as a qulet two-lane west  cream separator.

For thousands of nlburblnlw. it's  of Inkster. I pass the past (the Utley On the left Is Harrison State Pen
the !uy to the Twelve Oaks mall in  Cemetery where some of Farming- . oops, make that Harrison High
—

He supports
Alexander

" Tothe editor:

Denise Alexander. Remember her

name on Tuesday, Nov. 8, She will
hold ber foot to the fire for us.

Look at your future. Think about
your children's future, When you
vote for Denisa Alexander, you know
you'll be well represented. She will

not turn her back on us.

THRO them
out, he says

To the editor:

Citizens who are.fed up with the
ineptitude of senators and represent-
atives are encouraged to support ef-
forts to change the composition of
the present

We encourage them to joln THRO

("“Throw the Hypocritical Rascals
Out') 4127 W. Cypress, Tampa, Fla.
33607. This organixation Is auempt-
ing (o balance the overwhelming
power of Incumbenta with new blood

in upcomlng electlons.

One Incentive to act is the pro-
Jected cost of the S & L Bailout that
Congress * passed on to every
American family, Another, more re-
cent, Is the budget games bring
played at a time when serious deci-
slon making ks needexd,

Voters need to join. and act when
it’s time to vote.
Don Nichols,

Farmiogton

Are changes
needed on the
commission?

To the editor:

I our Oakland County Commls-
sloners are 3o confident and willing
to spend $500 miltion of Oakland
County taxpayer money on thelr sol-
Id waste ph, a plan which Includes
a masslve incloerator, why weren't
they confident and willing to provide
a representative to debale the incin-
erator fssue Oct. 8 at the people’s re-
quest?

Concerned cltizens Invited a na-
tlonally known waste management
expert, Dr. Paul Connett, and the
county commissioners to debate the

incincrator issue and the alterna-
Uves. The citizens attended hoping to
hear both sides of the Issue,

The commlssioners chose not to
represent themselves fn the debate.
Why? Hf they really belleve that the
inclnerator was a good plan for Oak-
land County, 1 would think they
would jump at the chance to defend
their position and inform the people.

Very few commissioners even at-
tended Dr. Cooneit's

Columnist’s
logic flawed

To the edltor:
‘Thls regards columnist Jack Glad-

den’s Qct. 8 comment that a person
who is pro-lifc is llloglcal If he advo-

Don't they want to know the other
slde of the story? Don’t they care?
Roy Rewold, cha n of the
eommmlouem did not cven attend.
What type of lmdcr.-.hlp do we have
in Oakland County?

Who stands to benefit from this in-
cinerator? I know who will bé pay-
Ing for it. If the incinerator Is built,
taxpayers will be committed to re-
paying the bond Essue for the next 20
years. Dr, Connett stated fn no un-
certaln terms that there are much
safer, less cxpensive alternatives to
inclneratlon,

A change In leadership may be our
first alternatlve, Carefully consider
your vote for county commissioner
Nov. 6. Call 858-0100 to apeak with
your commissioner about his/her
views relative to the Incinerator and
the bond issue. The future of Oak-
land County depends on it.

Bruce Kennedy,
Rochester Hills
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REACH FORTHE POWER.

TEACH.

No other professlon has this power. The power 1o wake up
young minds, The power fo wake up the world. Teachers have
that power. Reach ful if. Toach. For information call:

1-800-45-TEACH.

F YOU'RE NOT RECYCLING
YOU'RE THROWING IT ALL AWAY.

ewaer  Please write the Environmental Defense Fund at:
257 Park Ave, South, NY, NY 10010 for a free brochure,

E9F

“Please,
my little
girl needs
blood?

m

hod fo osk for blood

lo 1ove m.f”or $ameane you,
Noxt time the American Red Crons’
otks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE +
[

cates capital p Agreed -
but an abortion advocate who is
agalast caplial punlshment s far
more illogical. The person who war-
rants capltal punlshment has com-
mitted a crime — the baby killed
with abortion has done nothing to de-
serve punishment. How about fol-
lowing through on your logic?
Germaine Alles,
Livonia

Don’t dignify
noise gripes

To the edltor;
The Wemen of North Farmington
in

support local deserving institutions, .

Our members have raised and do-
naled thousands of dollars to many
worthy organizations In support of
thelr actlvities, which are Important
to the well-belng of our whole com-
munity.

One of the deserving I[nstitutions
we have Irequently supported ks the
Farmington Communlity Center, It-
self a non-profit organlzation dedl-
cated to and serving all members of
our community educatlonally, so-
clally and culturally,

We believe that the center and its
director, Dorothy Plaff, have per-
formed its functlons with great dis-
tinctlon under difflcult clrcum-
stances.

For several months, our members
have followed the efforts of a sclf-
centered  “Johnny-come-lately” in
this community to harass and seuttle
the comumendable efforts of the cen-
ter and its director by making com-
plaints of noise concerning the musi-
cal concerts, and of other center ac-
tivities which entertain and enhance
the eulture of a large number of our
resldents,

has been a vibrant or
our community for over 33 years. It
is a non-proflt organization wlith a
primary misafon to ralse funds to

OUR deplore these
tactics and the lack of consideratlon
for others. We are repulsed by the
mallgnment of Pfaff, who was

charged with disturblog the peace

and exposed to negatlve media pub-

licity on several occasions by your
shallow understanding of what con-
stitutes news,

‘We belleve you would have served
the Interests of this area by refusing
to dignify these “charges” and give

to the selfish ind

who ls obvlously motivated by the
desire for publicity and self-esteem,
and uncaring about the multitude of
people who find the concerts and
other activities of the center soclally
and culturally rewardlng.

At our last meetling, the Women of
North Farmington asked me to ex-
press ta you our unrelenting dedicat-
ed support of the Community Center
for Its actlvities and Pfaff, and our
disdain for the government and legal

process, which unrcasonably allows -
a selfish indlvidual or indlviduals to *

harass the center's misslon to serve
the vast majorily of the peaple of
this community.

We hope these attltudes are not
extended to the parades that lven
our clvic spirit, and the church bells
that sound to remind us of our heri-
tage. Will they be the next to go?
God forbld.

Elalne Rousseaa,
president,
Women of North Flrml.ngum

CHEGK THE

REPLACING or RE-FACING

purchase, most

back to Ksl:

knowledgeable

purchase at KSI.

appllances.

AMENKCAS CABINETHARLR

1. Cur mtzlly professional and

help you deslgn the kitchen and visit your
home to take measurements when you

2. Our extensive kitchen displays (as shown
here) complete with KitchenAld bulit-in

3. Our 13 different Merillat selections which
can often be purchased and installed at a
lower cost than replacing cablnet doors
and drawer fronts,

4. Over 15,000 cabinets In stock for
prompt delivery.

5. Our very competitive pricing.
6. Our service followup program.

KSI DIFFERENGES

Since kitchen cabinets are an Infrequent
people check
offerings of many retallers. It is always
gratifying when they retum to KS! to make
thelr purchase, Thae factors bring them

outthe

ktchen consultants who

KITCHEN SUPPLIERS, INC.

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOMS
AN ARSOR BRIGH LIVONIA ML.C
Sondanst 9325 MaoyRd. 34724 Pyouth R,
Sadm s and taeRoasmLis Yy H Wayew Bonh. mr.
769-7669 229-9554 261-6960

LEMENS WATERFORD
lé‘ﬁ(.l.lllo( SIIODun‘HW

Rk os'
Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-8: Tues., Frl., Sat. 95
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