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FF TO jall with him!

‘The gendarmes

showed up at the Farm-

ington Hills City Hall

Tuesday morning and left with
city nasessor Dean Babb In hand-
cuffs. Babb was hauled off to the
hoosegow . . . in Soulhfield’s Tel-
12 Mall, of all places,

. There he was photographed
and ball was set. The charges
‘were unclear, but there ‘was
something sald about “drinking
too much colfec” at work.

. Now, before the lawyers start
opening their briefcases, Babb
wasn't really arrested. It was all
part of a fund-raiser for the
March of Dimes, Prominent peo-
ple were "jailed” at the mall. The
“bail" they ralsed went to the
charity.

-Baby's- “arrest,” however, cre-
ated quite a stir around City Hall
He was pulled out of a meeting
with the ety manager and other
department besde.ys 11 r; e

“There was a lot of hooting and
hotlering,” sald Bob Boschma, an
- appraiser for the city.

© As of Tuesday morning, there
‘was no word on Lhe amount of
Babb's ball ~ or If be could ralse
it

RICK-OR-treating, an In-
stitutlon for Farming.
ton-area  youngsters,
can be a fun experience

= as long as the little ghosts and
goblins keep safety in mind,

As part of ity “Light Up A Life”
program, AAA Michigan offers
safely tips to ensure a safe Hal-
loween, Some tips:
¢ ® Trick-or-treat while it ia
Ul Ught outside.”

. ® Wear bright costumes with
reflective paint or tape and short
enough to prevent tripplng.

@ Wear face makeup Instead
ofamask.

© Only visit houses with light-
cd porch lights, Never enter a
stranger’s bouse,

® Carry a flashlight to light-
the way and alert motorists.

i strects at corners and
look for trafflc in all directions
before steppling off a curb,

.. ® If there s no sidewalk, walk
faclng traffic.

@ Adults should chaperone
young children an thelr Hallow-
- ecn rounds and inspect candy be-
fore It Is eaten,

Motorists can help make sure
that Halloween is safe for chil-
dren by belng alert while driving
and by limlting their specd to 15
miles per hour during trick-or-
treat hours, of
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By Josnne Maliszewski
siaff writer

the News’ series, the stories, particularly those
that spotlighted Marks, prompted Mayor Jean

The debut of the Detroft News' six-part se-
rles on suburban public dtflclals and thelr
business Interests had officials in Farmington

Hills buzzing Monday,

Glven a starring role in the series’
stallment Sunday was councilman Ben Marks,
who has asked city attorney John Donohue for.
a legal oplnion about his alleged conflict of
Interest reported in the continulng seri;

While some city officlals quietly criticized

mecr ethics code commitlee,

first in-  volve Farmington Hills.”

cism Lo the public.”

ﬁarminglon,l Michigan

Fox to suggest a resurrection of the clty's for-

“Farmington Hllls has once again made the
headlines,” Fox sald. “I was a bit perturbed.
This I3 an ethics story and it is alleged to In-

The mayor promised that in November she
will provide proposals “to deal with this situa-
tlon," which she fears will “damage us all,”
oS, impugn government and which “brings cynl-
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Hills officials react to paper’s series

None of the councll members opposed Fox's
suggestions and none were publicly critical of
Marks, described In the serics 23 a councilman
who twice voled for Jow-interest Joans for a
“longtime buslness partner.”

PUBLICLY, MARKS said little Monday. He
later fold the Observer that the serles fatled to
mentlon the number of times he has voted
agalnst developers and builders, Including
those with which he has or has had financial or
buslness relationships. Macks also sald he has

paigns.

Fifty Cents

are major contributors to his political cam. *

“They don't give you the impression every-
one voted In concert,” Marks said, adding that
he was not the only counci) member to vate on
requests or projects described in the series.

The Farmington Hills city charter probibits
members of the council and city boards and
commissions {rom voting on issues in which
they have a financlal stake.

always admitted that bullders and developers

The car that went shopping

Farmington Hills pni[cc say the driver of this car stepped on mel Gifts and Toys, at 28857 Orchard Lake Road. Though the
the gas pedal instead of the brakes at 12:30 p.m. Saturday,
which sent her car crashing through the front window of Mar-

store was filled with shoppers young and old atike, no one was
injured inside, The driver was treated for minor injuries.

Chief:
Neutral
in local
elections

By Joanno Maliszowsk!
stati wrlter

Despite the photo in Judge Fred
Harris' campaign literature, Farm-
ington Hills pollce Chief Willlam
Dwyer says be does not make public
cndorsements  of  political candi-
dates.

“1 wasn't even aware of the litera-
ture until someone brought it to my
attention,” said Dwyer, who posed
for the photograph when Gov. James
Blanchard visited the palice depart.
ment eariler in the political season
to acknowledge cndarsements trom
police unions.

“I'm non-partisan, 1 don't support
or endorse -anyone,” Dwyer said.
“Nowhere In his literature is my
name mentioned. I'm not cone
cerned,”

But a few residents, who would
not ideatify themselves, expressed
cancern to the Observer that the po-
llce chief’s phulo is included in cam-
paign literature.

Harris' campaign manager Al
Holtz said he docsn’t believe there Is
any signlficance to the fow concerns,
and he wondered whether they were
the concerns of supporters of Harrls'
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Families in Action founder to be honored

Betty Nicolay
Citizen of the Year

By Casey Hans
staft wrltor

It's a timely honor,

Betty Nicolay, chairwaman of the
board and founder of the anti-drug
action group Farmington Families
in Actlon, will be honored tonight as
the Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce 1990 Citizen
of the Year.

The award comes durlng Sub-
stance Abuse Awarencss Month, cel-
ebrated widely throughout October
in the Farmington community.

“1 wasn't aware that my name had
been entered,” sald Nicolay, 60, who
has lived in the Farmlington area for
33 years, She recently learned of the
honor. “I'm really “decply, deeply
honored.”

coursc,
should be switched on at twilight:

EMORY LANE -

From the Oct. 28,

1950, Farmlngton En-
rise:

lerprise:
Only $750 had been collected In
the United Fund and Community
Chest quota of $7,500 for tho
Farmington arca . . . Attractlons
at the Civic Theatre were “Rock
Island Trail" with Forrest Tucker
and “Captive Girl" with Buster
Crabbe ... Classlfled ijtem:
“Room for. Gentleman. Phone
0994-W."

Items for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
ington Road, Farmington
48336, or dropped off at the
newspaper office.
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know your neighbor

Nicolay will receive her award fo-
night at the group’s annual banquet,
being held at the Clarton Hotel in
Farmington Hills. .

Philip Power — chalrman oL Sub-
urban Communications Corp., which
owns the Farmingion Observer -
will speak at the banquet.

THE COMMUNITY activist and
mother of three sald she has seen a
big change in the awareness level
about drugs since forming FFIA sev-
en years age but said a contlnued ef-
fori i3 needed because the problem

will never be totally gone.

“The best we can do is te be honest
and truthful with young people and
adults,” she said. “Hopelully we can
delay (drug) use by the kids.

“I think the fact the schools are
trying to put together a health cur-
riculum and drug awareness pro-
gram s good, I hope kids sce the
communily really cares. about
them,”

Nicolay was nominated for the an-
nual honor by a number of communi-
ty teaders, including: FFIA i

cilwoman and FFIA board member
JoAnne McShane, parent activist
and past FFIA president Tina Jen-
sen, State Rep. Jan Dolan, Farming-.
1on school superintendent Michacl
Flanagan, Farmingten Hills Police
Chief William Diwyer, 47th District
Court Judge Frederick Harris, Nar-
din Park United Methodist Church
minister William Ritter and Farm-
ington HMills City Councilman Terry
Sever.

“Not many volunteers can hold a
candle to her years of selftess dedi-
cation 1o eradicate substance abuse
in our community," said Jensen.

McShane said “1 don't feel there's
a more deserving person for this
honor,” and Flanagan calted Nicolay

Sue Dolesh, Farmington City Coun-
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As U.S. budget crisis worsens,
local anger, discontent grows

By Darroll Clom
staff writer

intense bickering among USS. leg-
islaters over deficit-reduction mea-
sures has sparked a backlash of critl-
cism from Oakland County restdents
who labeled Congress' actlons “a dis-
grace" and “irresponsible.”

A survey conducted Monday hy
The Observer & Eccentric revealed
sweeping condermnation of the Con-
gressional squabbling over tax In-
creases and spending cuts aimed at
reducing the defielt.

The Informal survey was conduet-
ed at the Birmingham Post Office,
the Civic Center, Troy's

Somerset Mall and the West Bloom-
{ield Township Public Library,

“1 THINR THE lcgislators have
been very inefficient," sald Tom Wil
liams, Southficld parks supervisor.
“They should have had the budget

problems worked out a long time
ago. [t'sa mess.” .

The budget crisis marked the flrst
time since World War 11 that Con-
gress had been in session this late in
an election year. The stormy negoti-
atlons reinforced what Irene Seaver-
Habowski already believed — that
U.S. legislators shoutd be limited to
three terms.

“Dy then they're 5o Influenced by
lobbyists and special Interest groups
that they lose sight of the fact that
thelr job is to serve the people,” said
the West Bloomlicld resldent, who
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