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Students write to soldiers in the Middle East

By Casey Hane
“ataft writer

They're overseas, but not forgot-

ten.

Students at East Middle School in
Farmington Hills bave taken a per-
sonal Interest in the Perslan Gulf
crisis by writing letters to U.S, ser-
vicemen and servicewomen called to
duty during the past several wecks.

Ot the approximately 50 soldlers

- to whom students have written, six

. :m\;: respanded, delighting the reclp-
ents,

... "1 was surprised,” said Jeremy
. 'VanMeter, a scventh grader who
, heard from a 28-year-old sergeant
lfwha sald the letter “brightened” her
ay.

. "I am probably much different
than the soldler you had hoped to

" reach,” she wrote, “Nevertheless, 1
', was very happy to hear from you.
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eventh grader Christina Boone looks over his shoulder,

Your letter brightened my day.”

THE PROJECT is the students’
way of reaching out to soldiers sent
to the Mlddle East following the
August Invasion of Kuwait by Iraq.
It has been a learning experience,
said readlng speclalist Sue Vestre,

“Many (students) have never writ-
ten or tecelved a Jetter before," Ves-
tre sald. “It has given them a reason
to write.”

Vestre got the idea after reading
in the newspaper that many soldiers
In Saudi Arabla were recelving no
n}x}ll. She decided to make a.project
of lt.

Eighth grader Randy’ Ankawl had
a speclal request from the soldier he
wrole; “Send me a pleture of your-
self and your elassmates if you can.
will hang them on the wail by your
letter.” .

Randy sald the pletures were on

‘I am probably much different than the
soldier you had hoped to reach.
Nevertheless, I was very happy to hear
from you. Your letter brightened my

day.’

— 28-year-old female soldier
in response to a student’s letier

their way, and he appeared pleased
with his newfound friend. “I didn't
think they'd write back,” he added.
“I didn't think anybody would read
we

Vestre sald students have not only
learned about writing letters, but
about Saudl culture and religlous
customs through the letters they

have recelved. It has opencd a new
world to them.

""The klds are really excited about
it," added principal Bill Marlin. “It's
turned them on.

“You can read It out of a textbook
and it means nothing, but because he
{a soldler) took the time to write it, It
really means something.”

East Middle School seventh grader Jeremy VanMeter holds
the letter he received from an American soldier in Saudi Ara-
bia. He sald he was surprised to hear from a female soldier.
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All you sleuths, lovers of Sherlock Holmes, and
mystery buffs need to put November 9, 1990
on your calendars. Come and join Mark
McPherson as he portrays Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, the father of Sherlock Holmes.

Smith Theatre
. Oakland Community College - Orchard Ridge

Friday, November 9, 1990
Show Time 8:00 p.m,

An Evening With

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
“A Memoir of Mystery & Myth"

Presented by Mark McPherson as Conan Doyle

General AdmIssion. . neeeeen .88
Seniors, Students and
OCC Stafl .ovvirirnenrisnanne ...84

. "’r,‘ Reservatlons accepted up to 3 p.m.
the dny of the show.
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School eighth grader,

Halloween Celebration
Wednesday, October 31, 6:30 p.m.

It's everything you always remembered about Halloween
{except the rain). Here is a whole evening of fun for everyone.
Trick-or-Treating through the center 8:00 p.m.
“Spookiacular” performance sponsored by the Farmington
Community Band and Costume Parade at 7:30 p.m. in cenler court,
So be sure to make it to our Halloween Celebration.

You'll have a howling good time.

twelve oaks

Hudson's, Lord & Taylor, Sears, JCPenney, and over 185 great stores and services.
Honday - Saturday, 10 am - 3pm, Sunday, Noan - 6 pm
{313) 348-9400. 1-96 at Novi Road, Exit 162,

: The Hometown and Observer and Eccentric “Creative Living” section
: has the largest selection of suburban display real estate ads in the melro area.

Stunning
bedrooms
at relaxed
prices

Save 30%-50%

on this factory authorized event

Premium wood and supreme
craltsmanship are just two of the
distingulshable trademarks of a
Pennsylvania House bedroom.
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1's what you've wanted alt along.

SAVE §2426! FINELY CRAFTED SOLID CHERRY BED-
ROOM. GROUP INCLUDES QUEEN SIZE BED, DOOR
DRESSER, TRI-FOLD MIRROR AND NIGHTSTAND.

Was 1925 NOW ONLY %2499

S5, SMaz of India R 0) NOW ONLY 6209,
NOW ONLY $% see yonr oetader for complete acees -
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A Speoa
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Sale Ends November 4th

Classic Interiors

© 20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile
474-6900 e

MON., THURS., FAI, 9:30-9:00
TUES., WED,, SAT. 9:30-5:30




