Candidates spend, ‘grip and grin’ down to wire

Thomas
Brennan
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Brennan spent $919 In the prima-
ty, according to campaign flnance
reports, most from his own pocket.

DETRACTORS DOWNPLAY
Brennan's efforts — particularly hls
spending $240,000 less than the onty
candldate to get more votes. They
insist Brennan simply capitallzed on
a popular Irish surname.  °

Brennan wouldn't be the flrst can.
didate to benefit from voter confu-
slon over a popular surname, say his
detractors. But confuslon shouldn't
be confused with voter support,

Don't sell Brennan shert, sald Car-
mody. He established some voter
Identitication of his own when he ran
for probate judge, “And he went out
and worked in that
primary. . diligently.

“He's got a folksy style that is
very effective,” he sald. "He comes
across as accessible and honest —
wo qualitics peaple want in a judge,

“He won't treat people like num-

FALL

FUR SALE

ENTIRE '91 COLLECTION

of Fabulous Furs—
Shop and Compare

Discover the advantage of

shopping ARPINS for

quality and value

+ No buty

+ No Sales Tax

+ Full premium on U.S. Funds
- Fur specialists for 65 years

484 Pelissier Street » Downown
1-519-253-5612

Hours: Daily 9 a.m. to 5:30

Fures by -Grpain

bers, He'll treat the people before
him as real people with real prob-
tems. He'tt be a damned good Judge.”

With less than.two weeks remaln-
ing In the campalgn, Brennan sasd he
I8 pleased with hls campaign effart,
noting that he will llkely spend
“about $22,000” for the entire cam-
palgn.

He'd like to have more, Brennan
said, because mailings and media
advertising is expensive. “But I'm
geing to do the best I can with what 1
have. . .that's all anybody can do.”

Brennan said he is pleased with
endorsements he has recelved from
the Macomb Trial Lawyers Assocla-
tion, labor erganizations and the
Democratic Party,

“BUT 1 CAN'T figure out what the
Ouakland County Bar meant when It
rated me ‘qualificd, but not recom-
mended,” Brennan said. “'Recom-
mended for what?

“1 just took It to mean that I'm not
part of that club,” he satd. “Maybe
that's why Rudy Nichols wouldn't
talk with them,” a reference to the
fact that Nichols did not participate
In that bar's evaluation process.

Carmody considers Brennan to be
a very “thorough and determined”
lawyer.
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“But he's also a dedicated family
man," he satd. "About a year ago he
started skipplng lunch to do karate
with hls son (Michae), a third grader
at Wass Elementary School in Troy.)

Brennan would undoubtedly bring
those same qualitles — honesty, ded-
lcation and thoroughness — to the
bench if elected to the clreuit court,
Carmody sald.

Rudy
Nichols
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Troy Tuesday, sponsored by (he
League of Women Voters.

The remalning days wlll be a
whirlwind of campalgn stops and
public appearances, Nichols said.
“But I'm happy with my campalgn
and I'm confldent I'l win. Every-
thing’s building to a peak,” he said.

Getting endorsements from 13 of
the 14 current Oakland etreuit judg-
es helped, Nichols said, “Because
that's high pralse from people who
know what it's al] about.”

Steven N. Andrews, chief judge of
the Oakland Circuit Court, explalned
his cndorscment this way: “I can
only speak for mysell. But Nichols Is
an and  knowl

tina) outcome. .

With less than two wecks remaln.
ing before the Nov. 6 electlon, Ni-
chols said he is optimistle because
“the campaign’s coming together.
The pleces are starting to fit.”

HE EXPECTS (o spend about
$100,000 during a campalgn in
which, he says, he has done all the
right things.

Nichols sald he has made sure ab-
sentee voters know of his campaign,
put his yard signs in place and ar-
ranged for media spots as clection
day draws near.

What is probably the last of the
meet-the-candidate nights was n
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man. He's made some of the laws, he
ought to know what's in them.”

NICHOLS HAS other endorse-
ments, of course, from newspapers
as well as organizatlons like the
Fraternal Order of Police, the Michi-
gan Association of Pollee and the
Police Officer’s Assoclation of Mich-
igan.

Sgt. Mickael McCabe, of the Ro-
chester Hills contingent of the Oak-
land County Sherlff's Department,
said he personally supports Nichols
because he has consistently favared
tough laws, “He's fair,” said
MeCabe. “But he also wants a sys-
tem that is tough on criminals.”
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James
Sheehy
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couraged by the response I've been
Retting.”

He spent about $100,000 on the
primary and expects ta spend anoth-
cr $70,000, according to a spokes.
woman from his affice.

PERHAPS THE most unusual en-
counter, Sheehy said, happened last
week when he was campaigalng in a
Hazel Park bar.

A woman asked for hls autograph,
Shechy said. "1 asked her why, be-
cause fudges aren’t normalily asked
for their autograph.”

The woman said it was for her
daughter, Sheehy said. “She had
appeared before me on a drunk driv-
ing case and sald I'd treated her fair-
ly. That made me fecl pretty good.”

Sheehy Intends to work hard in the

closing days of the campaign, But he
Is philosophical. “No matter what
happens Nov. §, I'll still be a fudge.”

Deborah
Tyner
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qualifications? Why do you want to
be a judge?*

While the campaign so far has
been busy, Tyner said the final {wo
weeks will be even more hectic,
“with everybody nervous about the
final push” to election day. .

But she remains confident. *1 feel
I've done well in the interviews and
we have a good organization. We're
taking nothing for granted, the key
to winnlng Is mecting as many vot-
crs as possible.”

IN THE PRIMARY campaign,
Tyner spent $241,953, more than
twice as much as the second biggest
spender, James Sheehy, who report-
ed $105,068 in expendltures.

Campaign manager Richard Her-
man, also a lawyer and Tyner’s hus-
band, said he isn't sure how much
they wlll spend In the general elec-
tion. “Probably as much as we can
raise and spend wisely,” be sald,
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