Candidates grilled on mental health priorities

By Helen Nisimlec -
etaff writer ~- -

The Oskland County Mental
Health Coalitton extracted a number
of campaign promises for Increased
funding and setting mental health as
u highber- priorily from local state
and county candidates.

The coalitlon held a forum Mon-
day at the Bloomfleld Towrshlp Li-
brary, asking candldates guestlons
dealing solely with programs for the
mentally Ul and developmentally
disabled, .

‘The only glitch of the evenlng was
a 15-minute pause between candi-
date groups. John Engler, Republi-
can candidate for governor, did aot
want 'to speak since Gov. James
Blanchard was not there. Instead;
Blanchard scnt Tom Watkins, direc-
tor of the state’s mental health de-
partment.

Agnes Wisner, exccutive direclor
of Amclntion of Retarded Citizens/
Onkland County, shrugged off the
snafu, “I guess I should have tet him
know but 1 dido't think about it."
Wisner said.

Engler was appearing at the Hyatt
Regency-Dearborn  that evcnlnx,
thle Blanchard was In Lansing!

I'm sorvy the governor couldn't
'make it and sent his staif Instead. 1
care about the issues,” Englcr told
,lhe group.

CARE FOR the mentally 1l and
developmentally disabled ls consti-
tutionally required, Engler sald. His
goals would be to reduce the dhpllrl-

time of approximately seven years
to be placed in group homes.

DENISE ALEXANDER, the Re-

ty in funding for the progi publican Faxon, favers
county and to nln' the disabled in
streaming rather than institutiona)-  school.

Lzatlon of the disabled. “Studles have shown that the best

‘Watkins sald Blanchard had a his-
tory of being supportive of the men-
tally disabled, as evidenced by annu-
al increases In the budget.

“It's not enough but jt's 2 commlt-
ment,” Watkins sald, “Do we need to
do more? Absolutely. But we fear
that Engler wlll hurt the develop-
mentally disabled because of the
level of property tax cuts that he is
recommending.”

Michigan Senate candidates
agreed that increasing the mental
henllh budget Is a question of priori-

ty.

Jack Faxon, D-15th District, has
visited the Clinton Valley facility
and found It "woefully Inadequate.”
‘The faclllty needs elther to be mod
ficd or rebullt.

“We have to revislt what we are
dolng for "the mentally ill,” Faxon
sald. “We need to redirect our ener-
gics to programs in smaller setting,
that are more adequately supervised
rather than Institutionat settings."

Faxon opposes cutting the mental
health budget and sald more must be
done to reduce the current walting

Help for family relationships

. v
. Oakland County Youth Assistance
‘I8 sponsoring a workshop oo Devel-
-oping Healthy Family Relationships
{Irom 8:30 a.m. to noon Friday, Oct.
26, at the Waterford Community
Center, 1415 Cresent Lake Road,
~Waterford, Mich.

" Dr. Anne Soderman, awfcia(t pro-

PR P

fessor, department of Family and
Child Ecology at Michigan State
University, is the speaker, spansored
by youth assistance's Family Educa-
tlon Commiltiee.

Cost is $5. Contact Nancy Elfes at
B52-3716 for registration and ques-
tions.

way to help the disabled is to provide
classrooms with their peers. Therc is
a greater aceeptance now of the de-
velopmentally disabled and they do
respond well if they are encour-
aged,” Alexander sald.

She added that keeping disabled
chlldren In a regular classroom also
wlll provide budget reductions, since
extra classrooms, teachers and furn-
ishings will not be needed.

“Mental wellness™ programs, she
added, shoulda’t be Included In the
Mental Health Department budget.

“We need more respite care, espe-
clally for those who are carlng for
children at their bome,” Alexander
said,

Respite care is much llke a day

‘care facility, offering day and eve-

ning services for famillies who must
be away from their offspring for a
shert period of time, usually only a
fow days,

Doug Cruce, R-16th Distrfct, said
the mental heaith budget statewide
hasn't been decreased but he is con-
cerned that Oakland County is mot
getting lis falr share.

"OAKLAND COUNTY Is receiv-
Ing less,” Cruce sald. “The moncy
{or local services has been reduced.”

Part of the problem, he said, is
that the courts and U.S. Congress
have been mandating certain pro-
grams be earried out by all health
departments. He did not list required
services,

“What they're mandating may nat
be considered a high priority here. It
should be left up 1o us where we
spend the doltars,” Cruce said.

John Freeman, Democratic chal-
lenger, did not attend.

Dave Henlgman, 17th Senate Dis-
trict Republlcan candidate, favors
providing a “lifetime contlnuum of
services™ for the disabled, who now
are only provided with educational
assistance until they arc 26 years
old. He personally is aware of the
problem because a neighbor has a
25-ycar-old son and “ali-of a sudden,
there Is no support when this child
turns 26.”

FEducatlon and other opportunitics
should be made available to the
mentally il and developmentally
disabled because fallure to prove
those services “is a terrible trage.
dy," Honigman sald.

The mental health budget also
should be reviewed, Honigman sald.
More money should be directed to
programs that help the mentatly Il
and developmentally disabled,
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rather than some wellness programs
offered. He pointed to the state pro-
viding an 800 number for smokers
who wish to quit.

“SIELP FOR the mentally il
should be a priority over that'
Honigman said.

William Fotey, Desnocratic candi-
date for the 17th District Senate, did
not attend.

Michael Bouchard, Republican
candidate for 65th District state rep-
resentative, said he would cndorse
any measures that would encourage
mainstreaming the disabled, rather
than institutionalizing them.

He also critized the Clinton Vailey
ility for its lack of humanity.
“What goes on in Clinton Valley s a
crime in itsclf,” Bouchard said. He
said that legislators rely on groups,
such as the coalition, to help them
become educaled on social Issues, in-
cluding the plight of the mentally ilt
and disabled.

Cheryl Sugerman, Democratic
candidate for the 65th District seat,
did not attend.

Jan Dolan, R-69th District, said
that more attention must be given to
parents and other relatives raising
the disabled in their homes. As it
stands, she said. those in institutions

Everythin
lrom'};;\e °

Extraordinary

MARVIN WINDOW CENTER
Serving Oakland County Division C/M Inc.
8178 Cocley Lake Road » Unlon Lake ' ]

363-6175

CREATIVITY &
IMAGINATION
Py

The Dotk ﬂ/u,waz
& Toy Satdter Shop

3947 W 13 Mie s Borkloy s 543.2115

%40 - S 10-5. Fri_10-8

reccive a priority In state services
over those Hving with family.

“It's unfortunate but the state has
a priority te de-institutionalize so
less attention is paid to those living
at home, As parents get older, Lhey
need help. There are more funds
needed in this area,” she sald.

Dolan urged mental health advo-
cates to lobby their legislators this
year because with a tightening state
budget, cuts will have to be made,

“MENTAL HEALTH is competing
against DSS (Department of Seciul
Services), higher education and cor-
rections,” Dolan said.

Barry Brickner, the Democratic
candidate n the 69th District, did
not atiend.

County commission candidates
present included: Teresa Krause (D)
and incumbent Mark Chester, R-20th
District; Charles Palmer, R-12th
District; incumbent John Pappa-
george, R-13th District; and incum-
bent Marilyn Gosling, R, and Tom-
my Thomson,D-14th District; incum.
bent  Lawrence Pernick, D-20th
District; and Carolyn Peyser, D-22nd
District
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Located adjacent Lo naturally
wooded Hines Park, economical, 1
and 2 bedroom apariments and
townhouscs. Comfortable living
with air condltioning, private
balconies, huge closcts, heat
Included. Also Cable TV, 2
swimmilng pools and aerobics
fitness center. SMART stop at the
from entrance.
30600 West Warren
between Middiebelt and
Merriman Roads
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Volunteers Who
Love Happy
Campers!

’”

Sun Deer* campers are
happy campers and it s no
wonder because mnst
severely asthmatic klas are
forced to spenri thetr
sumneers iNaoors. At Camp
Sun Deer; asthmatic kids
ages 942 participate In
avariety of outdoor
activities, but they can't do
it without your help. The
fimitations and doubts they
face can be diminished by a
volunteer who cares. Your
participation at Camp sun
Deer® can make alithe
dlfference In an asthmatic
chilg's summer.

For more detalls contact:

AMIRICAN FETUNG ARSI TION

18860 west Ten Mile Road
Southfield, M1 48075
3133 559-5100
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Leather Dress
Shoes

Suede Boots
$12

Leathr
Pumps
$12

s

Alot more than a low price!

Sizes 5- 1 1

Sefecaiss sasion S

$12

NOW THRU NOVEMBER 10th!
Save 33% off our already discounted prices
Save up to 60% off department store prices for
comparable first quality, leather shoes!
Medium & Wide Widchs :
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Pumps

Leather
Oxfords
$12
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