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Negative
Outsiders can

URRY UP, election day, and get _here.
Some of these campaigns are getting
kind of gamny.

Apparently some of our candidates
have exhausted the real issues and have taken to
an  all-teo-prevalent political practice
spreading the negative word about an opponent.

For example, we weren't real happy last week
when Republican Denise Alexander, the South-
field city ¢ i who's challenging for a
state Senate seat in our 15th District, decided to
raise an issue (sort of) in the waning days of the
1990 campaign.

How awful, she moaned in print and volce, that
Democrat Sen. Jack Faxon, her ‘opponent,
seemed to be mailing one official newsletter af-
ter another to the district’s voters.

“His so-called 'newsletters,” pald for at tax-
payers’ expense tell us when he can be seen on
local television, remind voters of the deadline for
submitting absentee ballots, and tout his legisla-
tive at record,” Al der in
a prepared statement. “Is this not election relat-
ed?”

Of course, Faxon “utilized his incumbent leg-
Istative mailing privileges” to spread the good
word about himself, the challenger noted.

ALEXANDER'S press release goes on for a
page and a half, and concludes with the sugges-
tion that the voters of the Fighting 15th “demand
arefund and an apology for wasting our money."

We [ind it interesting, though, that nowhere in
her diatribe does she say that she would never do
something as low as using her office to keep her
office. -

Denise Alexander, are you telling us that you
would never use all the trapplngs of incumbency
to get the job done come campaign time? Espe-
cially in the face of a stiff challenge by a . . .
well, by a Denise Alexander?

word
gripe, but

incumbents have privilege

We find it interesting that
nowhere in Alexander’s diatribe
did she say that she would never
do something as low as using her
office to keep her office.

The fact is that Jack Faxon is the man in the
15th District, He has been for 26 years.

He gets to put “State Sen.” before his name, He
knows {or should know) the best watering holes in
old Lansing-town, and he gets to make himself
look good in a newsletter,

If you win, Denise Alexander, you can do all
that, teo. Until then, you're an outsider. You're
working hard to get in, to be sure, but you're still
an outsider.

That's life. And politics.

THIS IS NEITHER an endorsement for Faxon,
nor a put of Al der. The end

comes a week from now, and we're saying right
now that it'll be a tough call for us.

We've been impressed with both. They gave
thoughtful answers to the tough questions posed
by our reporters. We're sure both would serve the
people of the 15th well.

We're just suggesting that now, in the wanlng
days of this campaign, they stick to the issues
they've both discussed so far. There are enough
of them, after all,

Bringing up something new this late in the
campaign — and then getting upset when the
media doesn’t tumble to it — is bound to raise a
few eyebrows, especlally*when it's something as
lame as Faxon’s newsletter.

- We just thought we'd mention it before things
got really down and dirty, the way some political
campaigns do in the waning days.

ELECTION .

END

HE MOST IMPORTANT quality for a
judge is judicial temperament — the
ability to hold a fair hearing or trial, to
glve all parties their day in court,

With this in mind, we endorse a current district
judge, James Shechy, and an experienced legis-
lator, Rudy Nichols, for the two new seats on the
Oakland County Circuit Court bench In the Nov. 6
general election.

Sheehy, a Rochester district court judge for 10
years, has a reputation for running a fair, effi-
cient courtroom. He is known for giving prompt
attention to the court docket, with a majority of
decisions made from the bench rather than over-
Iy researched and taken under advisernent. That
shows a judge who has done his homework.

We particularly liked that the judge he ad-
mires most “showed me the gentle side of the
bench.”

Sheehy is the only candidate for the Oakland
circuit bench to receive the “preferred and well
qualified” rating of Civic Searchlight Inc. Qak-
land Citizens League. He is also the only candi-

sociation of Michigan.

NICHOLS, A state senator from Waterford,
has a solid background in Lansing. He is assistant

of Appeals, we prefer Linda S, Hallmark as

a worlhy successor to retiring judge Walter

Cynar. The district includes Qakland, Ma-
comb and 13 other mid-Michigan counties.

IN AN ALMOST even race for the state Court

For 10 years, Hallmark has been a hearing re-
feree in Oakland Circuit Court. It means she con-
ducts evidentiary hearings in family law cases
(divorce, paternily, child support) and makes
recommendations to a judge.

An appeals judge does a lot of reading and
writing rather than courtroom work, Hallmark's
writing on famlily law, though not scintillating,
gets high marks from us as clear, well-organized

date to be endorsed by the Women Lawyers As- '

ORSEMENTS

The Courts
Circuit: Sheehy, Nichols tops

majority whip and serves as chair of the judici-
ary committee and vice chair of the eriminal
justice, urban affairs and economic development
committee.

According to our Capitol correspondent, Ni-
chals enjoys a high degree of confidence from
both parlies, runs the fairest hearings in Lansing
and is thoroughly informed on every bill that
comes before him.

Nichols practiced municipal law before his
election to public office eight .years ago. He
would bring to the bench an important perspec-
tive, having helped write many of the laws judg-
es apply.

Nichols received a “well gualified” rating
from the Oakland Civic Searchlight group; the
other Lwo candidates received only a “qualified.”

Residents who have cable television have the
opportunity to hear the four candidates respond
to questions posed by the Oakland County Bar
Association on the “Due Process — Meet the
Candidates” half-hour program and by the
League of Women Voters,

Don't let this important position be left to
name recognition or money spent on campaign-
ing. You can make an informed intelligent
choice. In our cstimation, that would be James
Shechy and Rudy Nichols.

Appeals: Nod goes to Halimark

and concise, In a non-partisan race, her politics,
like her personality, are moderate.

E. Thomas Fitzgerald, a 24-year trial lawyer
from Owosso, is the flashier orator and has more
experience actually taking cases to the appellate
courts. He comes from the liberal end of the le-
gal spectrum — Lhe Michigan Trial Lawyers As-
sociatlon. )

A number of serious viewers of this race have
noted that neither candidate has been a lower
court judge. Hallmark's court referee experi-
ence, however, shouldn't be overlooked,

It's fashionable to plain about
and campaigns. Voters should have no com-
plaints in the Hallmark-Fitzgerald race.

QM MYILTHE

IMOSITY
THE VIGEENCE,
THE eon&f

Which way success?

School law no guide

1 HATE writing columns llke this.
But here goes.

At long last, Michlgan schools are
moving toward defining what chll-
dren are supposed to learn in class,
That fs what the state Department of
Education means when it talks about
“outcomes” that are to be the result
of the new “core currlculum" adopt-
ed Iast year. That's the good news.

The bad news ls that I cannot find
anywhcre in the blizzard of paper
now drifting around the program
any discusslon of just how schools
propose to deflne and measure what
children are supposed to learn.

It's bad beeause deflning what you
want to do while at the same time
declinlng to measure how you are
doing assures us that nothing will
happen In the effort to reform our
schools, .

ALL THIS comes about through
passage last year of state Publlc Act
25. It required local school dlstricts
to “develop and dellver Instruction
to all students based on a model core
curriculum . . . {to) articulate the
broad outcomes to be achieved by all

“ students as a result of thelr school
experiences.”

Great — an Improvement over the .

old idea that 12 years of schooling
guaranteed kids would Icarn some-
thing.

In carrylng out this

polley, the
state Department of has

Defining what you want
to do while at the same
time declining to
measure how you are
doing assures us that
nothing will happen in
the effort to reform our
schools.

to obtaln, maintain and progress in a
job."
So far, so good.

NOW COMES the problem.

When the department gets around
to defining and assessing success, It
gets mealy mouthed.

“Measurement of student attaln-
ment of the desired educational out-
comes at the state, district and
building level is an Integral part of a
good core currleulum model.” OK,
how?

“Appropriate assessment  tech-
niques should be used to accurately
measure student attalnment of the
vatlous content, process and skill
outcomes.”

Which techniques? They never
say, neither In all the paper I've seen
nor when asked orally In publle or
private. And I gel very suspicious

deseribed what a student who has
undergone the core curriculum
would be like: “competent and pro-

ductive partlelpant In society,” “cre-
atlve, sensitive and flexible,” “capa-
ble of learning over a lifetime" an
so {orth,

And the department has set out
the tople areas for the curriculum:
arts, health and physical skills, lan-
guage arts, sclence and math, and
world studies. The department even
makes a gesture toward the world of
work by mentioning the academle,
personal management and team-
work skllls “necessary for a person

o government
starts talking about “appropriate as-
sessment technlques” without saying
what those are.

My susplclon started (o thicken
into irritation when I read the detail
about the skills outcomes.

In math, kindergarten through
third-grade students will “add, sub-
tract, mulilply and divide using
models and add, subtract and multi-
ply using computational algorithms
with numbers appropriate to the
models.” But wll] they know their ta-
bles down cold?

The writing outcomes are even
more bewildering. Organlzed into

areas of “prewriting, drafting, revis- .
Ing, proofrcading, publishing,” the.
discusslon never seems to focus on
the idea that children should learn to
write clearly, togleally and quickly.

A GREAT SHAME, because PA 25
represented a terrifle start In re-
forming qur schools.

Why hdve the State Board of Edu-
catlon arid the department ignored
the real polnt of any reform: mea-
sure of performance? They may be
bureaucratle, but these people are
neither knaves nor {ools:

1 belleve they are responding to a
political fear. They're scared to
death they'It be accused of bringing
in a set of statewide required cours-
es, standards and cxamlnations,
thereby destroying our treasured lo-
cal autonomy of schools,

In Washington, the story is that
there's a reason nothing whatsoever
has come out of the much-trumpeted
“Educatlon Summil" between the
president and the nation's gevernors,
The folks in the White House don't
want anything to happen for fear
President George Bush will be
accused of destroylng (he sacred
cow of local autonomy.

‘This is a legitimate political Issue,
one that ought to be debaled just like
how best to finance schools. But the
debate ought Lo be out In the open,
not disguised by mumbo jumbo
about “approprlate asscssment tech-
niques.”

Phil Power is chairman of th
company that owns this newspa
per. His award-winning colum
will appear periodically.

from our readers

Sees park
as ‘sterile’

To the editor:

In the two years I've been a Farm-
logton Hllls resident, I've had many
occasions to enjoy fts pleasant Heri-
tage Park.

‘What I saw on my last hike there,
however, greally disturbed me, The
park, as I flrst saw It, was a natural
arca, beautlful In Its own natural
beauty,

What I sce there now (s also pleas-
Ing to the eye, but I wonder why the
Indlviduals planning thls park have
chosen to replace a real natural sct-
ting with a pseudo nature motif.

It might be approprlate for creat-
Ing something from nothing, but cer-
talnly pointless as a replacement for
the natural beauty that was already
there.

Dick [sham gencral manager

Steve Barnaby managing ednor
Judith Doner Berne assistant managing editor

Mark Lewls director ot adveriising
Fred Wright direclor of circulation

More letters —

See page 19A

What I sec now is a highly stylized,
extremely sterile park. Probably
very suitable In a city environment,
as part of dévelopment for wasted
land that nceds green things, rock
and earth where previousty there
was nane.

THERE 18, of course, a vast dif-
ference belween a real natural envi-
ronment and an acsthetically pleas-
Ing manufactured one.

How long, 1 wonder, before the
sand volleyball courts become con-
crete, like the concrete ostensibly
poured for Boy and Glrl Scouts to
demonstrate thelr skills?

— Obseruer & Ettcntric'Newﬁpqperz —_—

Suburban Carnmunlcdhcns Covp
Philip Power chairman of ine board
Richard Aginian premdent

And when will ball dlamonds

come to this passlve park? Or soccer |
ficlds? What Is next? I'm sure, based
on the ever-Increasing parkling spac- -

es, . we'can expect more . .. and

more.

ﬁ:c citizens of Farmington Hllls :
have been duped. They expected a -
pleasant nature area and instead |-

wHI have a veritable show plece,
sans any real trace of real nature,
save  that which might be hardy
cnough to withstand the all-out ef-
forts to estroy it.

What a pity.
0 Pat Nader,
FarmlIngton Hills
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