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Good job on
Turner story

To the edltor:

The Farmington Observer does a
very nice job in covering many of
the controverstal issues of the city.

One of the stories for example, the
Turner fam¥y trylng to adopt a
black baby doy. You had many in-
formallve agticles of this story.

The readtrs were Xept informed
of everythirg that went on, from the
famlly's feilings to the trial itself,
Thanrk youso much for your dedica-
tlon to lhe,iommnnlty.

Rachel Leckenby,
Farmington Hills

. .
Heritage is
[ ?

jewel’ park
To tha editor:

After reading much on Herltage
Park, my wife and I decided to revl-
sit the park la see what was happen-
ing first hand.

We parked near the swings, picnlc
and volleyball area and walked
toward the old Splcer house and:
viewed the new hillside theater, We
could almost feel the soft summe:
breeze and the retaxing musle.

The paths wherever stecp wer
guarded by tasteful rallings for tke
elderly or infirm.

As-we walked what shauld appur
but a handsome deck juttlng out axd
overjooking the valley, What a mug-
nlflcent view of our park.

No need to travel north for the wl-
or tour, It’s here at lts best. Dm't
miss experlencing this view tnd
drinking [n lts unbelievable beauls.

TO TOP ol! our vlsit, we tookthe
wooden walkway through the mash,
We marveled at being so close tena-
ture and how it blended in so wel

During our visit to the park we
talked to others, they all wereim-
pressed and found our Heritage *ark

relaxing. well designed and accessl-
ble to all
We 1é/t feeling proud that Farm-
ington Hills purchased thls jewel,
that they have adapted It so well to
our needs and thankful we live so
close so that we may visit it often.
Treat yourself to the best value
your taxes have purchased in years.
Jlmn Stevens,
Farmingtos Hills

Thanks for
the support

Tothe editor:

Dn behalf of the Farmlngton High
St¢hool  Music  Patrons (parent's
group), band/orchestra students, and
Dorm Logan (FHS music director),

e would like to extend a warm

anks for the strong community
support extended during the FHS
[Returnabale Bottle & Can Drive.

: The community support and fine
:cooperation extended by the Down-

. town A&P enabled our students and

" parents to add $4,000 towards our

fund-ralsing efforts, proceeds of
which go towards musle scholar-
ships, band/orchestra enrichment
festival and
fees, extra equipment and spring
trip to the Smokey Mountain Musle
Festival.

Remember to continue saving
your returnable bottles and cans as
we will collect again in the spring.
Your support s greatly appreciated.

Barbara Speran:a,
presldent,
FHS Musle Patrons

Anti-abuse
efforts aimed
at adults, too

To the editor:
1 wanted to comment on the Oct,
11 editorial, "Tle One On!"

Many good. polnts were brought
out — that awareness and educatlon
is the key to flghting the drug abuse
prodlem; that we can't expect our
youth to stay drug {ree if we are per-
sonally abusing alcohol and other
drugs; that *. . . substance abuse is
the same problem, no matter the age
of the abuser."”

However, the writer was misin-
formed In stating that our efforts
during the Farmington/Farmington
Hills * October Substance Abuse
Awarencss Month have been almed
solely at young people.

Quite the contrary, our efforts this
past month have been aimed — (o
make everyone aware of the scope
of the problem and stimulate all to
further educate themselves and re-
examine thelr own use, attitudes,
ete.

True, endeavars like thls take a

amount of
and work. But I truly belleve that to-
gether we can make a difference.
Sue Dolesh,
chalrwomes,
Substance Abuse Awareness Month
Committee

Ethics laws
are needed

To the editor:

I often fecl llke our state has the
best legislature money can buy. The
money I'm speaking of is from spe-
cial interest politlcal action commit-
tees,

in the last electlon, PACs gave

. House incumbents elght times the
money recelved by thelr challengers,
The result was that 98 percent of In-
cumbents stayed In office, and
“stayed the course” set before them
by the PACs that helped finance
thelr re-clection.

Sa It’s not surprlsing that so many
i opposed b
fiting bills, such as the Medlcare
Mandatory Assignment proposals,
cons|dering that the American Medi-
cal Associatlon is the second-largest
PAC in the natlon, .
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Rent your ski equipment from the
professionals at Don Thomas
Sporthaus...

Available for the season, the
weekend,
and for adults.

or the day, for juniors

Aoid the rush...rent early for best selection!

Sporthaus

BLOOMIELD PLAZA  TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE » BIRMINGHAM ¢ §26.9500

- SIZE14 to 24
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You are cordially invited

to an afternoon tea
and a
special presentation
of
Holiday Fashions
Thursday, November 1
JSrom Spm to S5pm

RSVP
258-886¢
0am to 6pm

555 South Woodward
Birmingham, Michigan

FRET PARKING
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It's time the constituent learned
on which side thelr Leglslator's
bread was buttered. We need strong
ethics laws that mandate full finan.
cial disclosure by any candidate or
office holder {HB 5625), as well as a
banning of all honorarta (HB 5860).

Ask your Legislator to support
these bills, It's time they take polltl.
cal action for you.

Timolby Lachowski,
Farmington Hills

Arts stories
were slanted

To the editor:

Bob -Sklar's recent artlcles on
NEA funding of the so-called “arts™
incensed me.

Why must your reading audlence
be subjected ta this kind of slanted
reporting twice in two weeks (Sept.
27 and Oct, 11)? I disagree with his
view that denying government fund-
ing of the arts would constitute cen-
sorshlp. Why should our legistators
not be held accountable for the way
they spend public funds?

The issue Is not freedom of ex-
pression versus censorship, as Sklar
purports it to be, but whether legls-
lators have the right to spend our tax
dollars on pornography. :

Freedom of the press entltles your
readers to such unadulterated facts
as NEA glving a photo of Christ sub-
merged in urine.

Another example of flagrant mis-
use of tax monies is the $60,000 gov-
crnment grant to the Kitchen The-
atre in New York.

This grant, used to support the
theater's stage artists, Included An-
nie Sprinkle’s live performance in
which she Invited her audience to
view her vaglna on stage, then told
them, “Usually 1 get paid a lot of
money for thls, but tenight It's gov-
ernment funded.”

The abave are but two of many ex-
amples of how NEA uses our money
to fund obscene art. I resent being
insulted In thls way then forced to
pay forlt,

Frederick Hart, sculptor for
Washington's Natlanal Cathedral,

the lssue y
when, in his words, he stated, “The
flaw is not with a public that refuses
1o nourlsh the arts. Rather It is with
2 practice of art that refuses to
nourish the publle.”

Please, Bob Sklar, provide your
readers with unbiased informatlon
that they might form their opinlons
based on all the facts.

Joyce Sterling,
Farmington Hills

points of view

Fun’s gone
from today’s
scare scene

THIS COULD BE the k

Halloween ever.

There’s some real welrdos out
there, I'm not talking about the 8-
and 7-year-olds dressed up llke
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or

yellow Dlck Tracy raincoat.

They"re harmless revelers.

I'm talking about the heavy
duty space cases — the ones who
want to cancel Halloween be-
cause . . . you got it . . . It's Sa-
tanic!

So far we haven't heard too
much from the Outer Limits Peo-
ple here in Observer & Eccentric
Land, but elscwhere . .. oooh,
It's scary!

IN ALBUQUERQUE, the prin-
cipal of an elementary school told
parents she was canceling this
year's Halloween parade and car-
nival “In order to ensure the safe-
ty of the chlldren.”

Her concern was based on a

cult had threatened 1o abduct a
blend-haired, blue-eyed child” for,
a human sacrifice.

Sherifi's officlals sald at the

back up the rumor, and no abduc-
tlon (or sacriflce) oceurred. Still,
you'can't be too careful.

In Nashville, Tenn., just a few
days ago, the manager of a super-
market sald he had decided to
cancel plans to set up a haunted
house in the store's produce sec-
tion after about 150 people signed
a petitlon complaining that the
display was a form of devil wor-
ship.
The manager catled the charge
nonsense, but said the display
wasn't worth offending custom-
ers. Whatever happened to cave-
at emptor?

IN ROCKY MOUNT, Va., the
county board of supervisors
turned down a proposal by the
county administrator to banish
occult-related  symbols from
county-sponsored events,

The supervisors maintained
that Halloween celebrations are
just “harmless diversions,” re-
Jecting the adminlstrator's clatm
that It Is a “double standard” to
counsel 17-year-olds on the dan-

the 30-year-old dork father (n the

comment made last year by a’
parent, who was also a police of-
ficer, who told her that a Satanle:

time there was no evidence to |

w4 Gladden

¢+ we used to have as kids?" he

gers of Satanism while entertain-
Ing 7-year-olds with witches.

Somewhat closer to home, in
Sparta, Mich.. some people got
upset when one resident moved
her elaborate Halloween display
from her yard to public property
{with the assistance of the local
Rotary. Lions and Jaycees).

“The display glorifies and
glamorizes death,” ene of the pro-
testers said. “We would rather
not be known as the death capital
of America.” Another resident,
who disagreed, said he couldn't
understand the controversy,
“What's happened 1o all the fun

asked.

It's the Nineties, my fricnd.
“Fun” Is a relic of the past.

AND IT HAD to happen  ht
fust had to.

In Beckley, W.Va., some coa) |
miners got irate over a tefevision
commercial for a haunted coa!
tmine tour for Halloween. The 30-
second spot shows a werewolf in
miners’ garb holding a body, and
the protesters claim it makes fun
of coal miners

In Washington Terrace, Utah. a
resident's Halloween display has
been accused of . what else?

. racism. The display features
a dummy wearing a ski mask
hanglng from a tree, but a repre-
sentative of the local NAACP
clalms that it looks like a lynch-
ing — a lynching of a black man,
of course.

So the owner of the display.
who said she's used the same
dummy for the past three years
and no one has complained, cov-
ered the ski mask with a blue-
highlighted ciear plastic Hallow-
een mask,- The police, who had
checked the display out twice af-
ter the complaints, said they were
satisfied.

Jack Gladden is a copy editor
at the Obscrver & Eccentnc
Newspapers, He lives in Can.
ton. .

B

7R

Oy sl
e A

Vg ==

AN

J:[-

B
P

A Stiffel lamp. The heart of well-loved room.
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37400 W 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA Mi 48152 #1131 464:2211

We care about
your homel

_. Prices start at

$99 95

Sale Lasts
10 Days Only.

&

Whether traditional or contemporary,
H ) Stiffel is appropriate in lending a
graceful, elegant touch to any home.
bly available at Brose,
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