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Halloween suppliers roll in doug |

Demand for
decoratlons
candy rises

By Doug Funke
atalf writer

' Chitdren aren’t the only ones who do well with Hal-
loween,

Retallers who scil candy, costumes, decorations and
party supplies fInd that the holiday can be qulte lucra-
tive,

- “The average home visited in the suburban reader-
ship area !s probably spending $7-10 for candy,” sald
Fred Marx, a Bloomfleld Hills retall consultant,

Multiply that by the number of houses with porch

llghu on Halloween and the dollars begln to total quick-

Candy manufacturers and retailers don't mvcnl 5pe-
ciflc sales flgures.

‘The gross margin {or candy — the difference betwccn
what stores purchase wholesale then sell at retall —
ranges from 20 to 35 percent, with net profits ranging
from I to 5 percent, Marx sald.

“Candy sales are significantly ahead at this time,”
sald Dennls Womlak, vice president of purchasing for
Arbor Drugs headquartered In Troy. He declined to
claborate. ¢

SOME ADULTS seem to enjoy Halloween as much as

"It'a ﬂ big party time. It's gone beyond the lritk»or-
treat world,” Woznlak said.

Andy Anusbiglan, an owner of Windmill Frujt Mnﬁ’kcl
In Livonla, sells pumpkins, dried out corn stalks, lnd]nn.
corn and gou!

Anusblglan llguru on selling some 70 tans of pump- .

kins this year at 15 ccnts per pound alter paylng farm-
ers 8 to 10 cents a pound for the product. He prices
decorative corn stalks at $2.99 after buylng them whole-
sale for $1.98.

Adults do much of the carving and hold on to the
stalks through Thanksglving.

There's no doubt In 's mind that

Is for adults as well as children.

Ploase turn to Page 2

cut into his sales, he sald.

Antitrust victory expected
to have long-range effects

1f appealed, the case would be heard In the U.S. Slxth
Court In Ci

Attorneys from Honigman Mitler Schwartz and Cohn,
who represented Prime Computer Companies, did not

Rodger Young, also of Moll Desenberg & Bayer, sald

By Gorald Frawley
stalf writer
A flrm's legal
victory will nnl only net the company damages nearing return phone calls.
$30 million but will affect how
hardware and software suppliers do business and revi-  the case is important for three reasons
tallze the Sherman Antitrust Act.

Virtual Maintenance Inc. sued Prime Computer Cos.,

& Massachusetts hardware and software suppller of

alded deslgn/ Ided Ing
{CAD/CAM), for lts practice of tylng customer software
revisions to hardware maintenance contracts.

Virtual Maintenance’s attorney, Jamal John Hamood,
of the law flrm Moll Desenberg & Bayer, with Detroit
and Southficld offices, said Prime Computer was trylng
to create a monopoly.

Compantes that purchase software and hardware fre-
quently requlre updates, he explained, becouse necds
change. “What Prime was doing is saylng we won't sell
you software revislons unless you sign a malntenance
contract with us,” Hamood said.

“But customers were saying that if they could get (a
third-parly malntenance firm) to take over malnte-
nance, they could save a lot money,” he sald. “Prime's
contract wouldn't allow that.”

"HAMOOD SAID he fully expects the case will be ap-
pealed. “Any time you get an award of that size, you
cxpect an appeal, he said. “Usually, you appeal to got a
settlement.”

“First, the slze of the verdict is one of the lnrgut
antl-trust cases handed down In recent memory,” he
sald.

United States Federal District Court for the Eastern
District in Mlchlgan Jury awarded Virtual Maintenance
Inc. $8.5 million in damages — an award that Is trebled
under the Sherman Antitrust Act.

Attorney fees, court costs and interest, since the case
was filed June 2, 1989, will result tn a Judgment of
roughly $30 million.

Second, the case wlll have a signlficant Impact on
other computcr companles that may have been conaid-
ering simllar unfalr business practices, Young satd,

OTHER COMPUTER companles have been cons!der-
Ing tying maintenance and software revislons together,

“Computer companles are having a hard time making
profits (through the sale of equipment and software) so
mmpuler maintenance Is a good way of increasing rev-
enues.”
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Oil: An economic key

By By R.J. King
spocial wrlter

‘The tnvasion of Kuwalt. by Iraq
has hit home In more ways than the LY
obvious deployment of U.S. men and a
women to the Middle East.

“Scnliment among economists
right now is 2-1 that we will be in a
full:scale recesslon by the end of the
year or carly next,” said Ronald L.
Tracy, chairman of the economics
department at Oakland Unlversity in
Rochester. -

? HIGH

Bad for Business

4 And the inflatlonary Impact Is
’ magnified as higher prices cause
workers o offsct thelr reduced
spendlng power by calling for higher

wages, puttlng further restralnis on
Ol PRICES | Fakes: putcns &

IN A HOSTILE economic envlron-
ment, what sectors of the local econ-
omy are likely to be affected by the
run-up of oil prices? And how wil}
they respond?

The list Includes automative man-
ufacturers and suppllers, office

“The sevcrity of the winter will
hnvc a big impact on how bad the

buildings, schools, universities, shop-
plng malls, grocery stores, and ser-

economy gets, and f it's really so-
vere, the country could lose thou-
Bands of jobs along with bllllons of
dollars in production.”

In the minds of most cconomlists,
Tracy sald the third oll recession
since the carly 19703 will cause price
Increases on everything from tires to
tullps as businesses pass on higher
productlon and Lransportation costs

v
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to consumers.

In turn, consumers will flnd their
spending power diminlshed across
the board as higher prices at the
pump Invariably means demand
falls for everything clse. As sales de-
cline, busincsses cut back invest-
ment In new equipment and limlt
their Inventorles, spreading the de-
cline further.

1

vice outlets that deliver, to name a

“Actually I think we can survive
this oil erisis a lot better than the
Jast two (in 1973 and 1975),” sald
Frank Patak, manager of bullding
systems for Kirco Realty & Develop-
ment Lid. In Troy, which owns and

S

happens tolour chitd, bt if it docs, ¢
Mt Childrens Hospital al the Unive

Michigin Medical Center ispteady with u|mt

help.

And you get them Lol with M-CARE,

“t

family doctor and your The

the onty HMO that links
all the resources of the

1ol M Medical Center 1o
the personal care of your

ncarby hospital. M-CARE

/ Whenit's a lot worse
than just a scraped knee.

Weall hcpe thal nothing serious ever

Choice

The only HAIO bached by the
U ol M Medical Cenler.

ART EMANUELE/statl photographer

I8 still big business for Kevin MadIgan, owner of Century Novelty, but not as big as it once was, Mpajor mechandisers have

covers you for ullice visils, checkupn
hospitilization even emergency helicopter
transport
Ot conrse. with the MCCARE network of .

hospitals i cities like Royal Oak, Deathorn
and Rochester, you dow't adways have W go to
the Ui of M Medical Center
But st il good 0 knew 1t
there whenever you need
it Todind eul mere, ash
your employer. Or call

M CARE w 7478700




