Retired judge offers stories of wedding follies

By M.B. Dillon
statf writer

Retired Detrolt. Commeon . Pleas
Judge David Vokes: estimates he's
married more than 10,000 couples in
his 85 years,

Vokes, on the bench from 1929-
1985, hns married “a belly dancer, &
cab driver, an actress, a can-can
dancer, a stripper and a go-go-gir).

I have married a barmaid, a gal
who designed auto tires, many wai.
tresses and secretaries. I have mar-
ricd a snake charmer and a lon
tamer. If they are of the female sex
I'va married them, but in my official
capaclty as a judge,” sald Vokes.

Vokes often officiated at his resi-
dence — “an old brick house out
Graliot. My brother, who was a doc-
tor, had his oftice on the first floor. 1
Ilved upstalrs, and I scheduled wedd-
ings In the former parlor. My
brother's waiting room was my
chapel.”

Betty Black, the “blondest blonde
1 ever marrled,” asked the judge to
conduct her fourth wedding.

“She told me, 'It has to be at your
house [n front of the mantle, because
that's my lucky mantle,” recalled

Vokes, who was accompanied by hle.

longtime court reporter Dolores
Bradway and fricads Bill and Thel-
ma Stokes.

'ANOTHER BRIDE was inslstent
the marrioge ceremony not take
place at the judge's house,

“She told me I don’t want to be
marrled in a doctor's efflce. It'd
smell like I'm getting a shot. Won't
you please come over to the house?’

“I found out that that's when a tot
of things happened,” sald Vokes. I
wondered how they'd have a big
wedding In thelr tiny cottage, But
they had 2 couple of big tents In the
yard.

“It was a Pollsh-Itallan wedding.
‘The mathers were {ighting over pots
of kielbasa and spaghett! ln the
kltchen. They moved the furnlture
out of the house and put decorations
up, The girls were going to be In the
front bedroom. The bride and her fa-
ther were to come through the front
door. The groomn and groomsmen
were to come to come up from Lhe
bascment.

“They moved me into the room
- wlth the girl and the bridesmalds. I
was In there fust a short time when I
knew something was wrong. The
bride was crying; weeping llke she

was in excruciating pain. All her

girlfriends were poking and tuggling
at her.
“Finally the bride sald, ‘I'm going

~ to tell him. His brother delivered
me. I ought to be able to tell him.’
Then she sald, ‘My skin is caught in
my garter and it's going Lo drive me
out of my mind.' I fi the skin
from the garter, the music played
and we had a very happy weddlng."

ONCE, WHILE WORKING down-
town, Vokes zald he recelved a phone
call asking him §f he could marry a
bartender right away.

The justice agreed, and “pretty
soon the groom and the best man
showed up. The bride and maid of
honer were missing. After three-
quarters of an hour, they came in
with great big boxes saying they'd
been to the dressmaker.

“They left the boxes on the couch
and said, 'We're ready; go ahead.'

“When we were [lnished they
asked whether I'd like to see what
was in the boxes. I said yes, and they
showed me two beautiful, exqulsite
gowns. I asked, ‘Why didn't you wear
them to be married?” The bride said,
“‘What? Put these beautiful gowns on
In a dump like this? We're wearing
these to the saloon tonight.””

Vokes sald he's performed “many
midnight marriages for tax pur-
poses, I've married people at 6 am.
because someone had to go some-
place. A number of weddings were
televi

“I've married a couple and then
had the wlfe desert the husband on
the way home. I had a basketball
star kidnap the wife at the reception.
And she wouldn't come back.”

OLD MARRIAGE LICENSES
were good untll “you used them up.
One day my clerk sald ‘There's
someone. here waitlng to be mar-
ried.”

“1 said I'd be glad to accommo-

dale them durlng a break. When we

, the wlfe was there, but the

husband hnd left to go to the bath-

room. He was gone for half an hour.

We went to the men's room and
called out, and no one answered.

»

“The bride gave up and went
away. Two years later, a couple
came in; gave me a llcense and
asked me to marry them. I recog-
nized it and sald, *You've been here
before, haven't you? Are you the
man who lefL to go to the bathroom ?
He sald yes. 'What happened?” I
asked

“He sald, ‘On my way to the bath-
room the deputy sheriff marched in
with all those prisoners In handeuffs
and leg Irons. When they passed me I
suddenly remembered 1 had a wife
in Kentucky I'd forgotten to divorce.
‘That's where my wlife found me. I'm

dlvorced and 'we are now ready to be
married.

One momlng when Vokes arrived
early to court, a couple was waiting
outside his door. “I assumecd they
wanted -an extra copy of thelr li-
cense. The man said, ‘That's not why
we're here. Do you still have our li-
cense? 1 sald yes. He said, “Tear It
vp.*

“T sald I couldn’t do that, and
ukcd what happened.

“Well, the man sald, ‘my wife
had never been on a big boat before.
On our honeymoon | went up to the

purser and got the key to the state
room. i

“‘We let ourselves in and It was a
cute room wlith a washbowl. My wife
sald, ‘This is lovely. Where is your
room?" 1 sald, ‘Well, right here with
you." She dldn't say a word about it.
1sald, ‘Let’s go down to dianer.”

] took her ¢o the dinlng room, not
to the cafe or diner. Then we went
up.on deck. We were salling down
the Detroit River and through Lake
Erie. The moon was out and IL was
lovely, About 11:30 p.m. she got cold
and safd she needed her wrap. I of-
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fered to go up to the room and get it,
but she zald, ‘No, I'll get it.’ I never
did get in that room.

‘“So', he sald, ‘you'll do us a big
favor If you just tear up the license.’
1 sald I was sorry, they would have
to have it annulled.”

VOKES' WIFE was [rom Yale,
Mich., and “we spent a lot of time up
there. 1 married a widow In Yale
who was to take a boat to Buffalo

and Niagara Falls on her honey-
moon.
*The groom and I were busy talk-
ing when she told him, ‘If you don't
hurry up, we're going to miss the
boat." llesald ‘Here, I'll give you the
tickets now."

She sald, ‘You don't have to give
them to me now.'

“'He said, ‘Yes I do. I'm not going
to Buffalo. I'm golng home Lo take
care of the cows.”
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12
alternatives
to lashing out

at your Kid.

The next time everyday
pressures build up to the point
where you feel like lashing
out—STOP! And try any of
these simple alternatives.
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You'll feel better . . . and so wlit your chlld.

1. Take a deep breath. And another.
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adult. CARPETVILLEUSA
2 ﬁ'é’é’ﬁnvs"v’{n%%eéo%"r"cm?é ATl 5‘.‘5&':53:":::;;:&?;3; l;:;:,na*z:;ﬁ‘;,iz::szf:ﬂ ‘ FEATURSS A
3. Press vour lips together and count ’:,‘.’?;’, . 8 . ya. f)v:ll; 9 . yd. ) CARPETS WITH:

to 10. Or better vet, to 20. A ) « Locked-In protec-

tion against stains
and soiling.

« Unsurpassed qual
ity and durability

= Brautiul styles
and colors [or every
decor.

= And biackcd by the
best warranty in
the business.

4. put your child in a time-out chair.
{Remember the rule: one time-out
minute for each year of age.}

Put x ourself in a time-out chalr.
Think about why you are angry: Is
it your child, or Is your chlld
simply a convenlent target for
your anger?

Phone a friend.

If someone can watch the
children, go outside and take a
walk.

Take a hot bath or splash cold
water on your face.

Hug a plltow.

Turn on same muslc. Maybe even
sing along.

Pick up a pencil and write down as
many helpful words as yol can
think of. Save the list.

write for preventlon fnformation:
National Committee for Prevention
of Child Abuse, Box 2866L, Chicago,
IL 60690,
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