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Talented teacher makes room for special child

By Marie Cheatney
statf writer

It’s been said that there's a speclal
place In heavea for parents of handi-
capped children, .

If 50, then there must be an extra
speclal spot In heaven for an unmar-
ried womnan who willingly chooses to
adopt a severely handicapped baby,
a baby whose future is totally un-
known.

Meet Christine Klelmola.

If you have a tralnable mentally
impalred youngster attendlng Web-
ater School, you probably already
bave met her. Since 1977, she's been
a speclal education teacher In the
Livonia Public Schools.

If you attended the Sept. 17 meet-
Ing of the Livonia Board of Educa-
tlon, you also met her, She was one
of three Livonla teachers named by
the trustees as Teacher of the Year
for the 1990-91 school year.

KLEIMOLA WAS cited for being
an “exceptional educator” for work-
ing with her students “above and be-
yond the call of duty,” for being a
“joy to work with,” and for belng
“one of those rare persons you hope
to meet {1 your etime,”

As she stood before the trustees to
recelve her cltation, those In the au-
dience couldn’t help but wonder
about the baby in the baby carriage
she had pushed Into the boardroom.,

Meet Rachael Kieimola, the pride
and joy of her adopted mother,
Christine. Seventeen months ago,
Rachael was born in Michigan with a
rare chromosome disorder, one suf-
fered by only about 45 people in the
United States.

Because she's missing part of a
chromosome, Rachael has faced
multiple medical problems since the
day she was born.

The chramosome disorder affects

‘She’s a peaceful, contented child. 1
can’t help but love her. She has
brought joy to lots of people, and her
mother is happy that she is with me.
Her mother has visited her.’

— Christine Kleimola

each child differently, so only time
will show just how Rachael will be
affected,

“Her medical future is totally un-
known," Klelmola said. “I've read
the biographies of kids with the dis-
order. Some walk; some don't. Some
can be tollet tralned; some can't.
Some chew; others can’t. However,
all of them are severely mentally
lmpalred.”

Before March 1990, Kieimola and
Rachael had never met. But In Aug-
ust 1989, Klelmola had contacted an
adoption agency, asking to adopt a
handlcapped child.

Her request was the fullflllment of
goals she had set for berself as a
child, when she often visted a handl-
capped child near her home.

She knew back in elementary
school that one day she would also
take care of — a love — a handl-
capped child she would adopt as her
own.

She also knew that she wanted to
spend her life teaching youngsters
who had special needs.

KLEIMOLA PASSED the agency's
investigation and then waited for the
call,

At the same time, In another part
of Michigan, a family struggled to
take care of Rachael, who was born
in May 1989, with her bladder out-
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slde her body. The family also had
two other young chlldren to take
care of as well.

“Her parents love ber hut Racha-
el's needs are greater than they
could give. The doctors told the birth
mother, ‘when you take her home,
she will die’ Her mother tried, but
Rachael literally was dying.”

A couple camc to Rachael’s res-
cue, giving her the "round-the-clock
help she needed to survive.

The couple also helped Rachael's
mother make the decision to give her
child up for adoption.

In March 1990, Klelmola got the.
call for which she had been waiting.

“They told me all about Rachacel. I
read fier medlcal records, Then they
asked, ‘Do you want to meet thls
child?” I met her at the couple’s
home, and went with her in April on
all her doctor visits. Rachael went
back-and-forth, between her guardi-
an and re, for a month.”

Then Kleimola sald yes, she would
adopt Rachael. "It just seemed like
the right thing to do.”

Rachael arrived In Klelmola's Yp-

silanti eondominium on May 1, her .

first birthday.
“That was her birthday present,
getting anew mom.”

FOR KLEIMOLA and Rachael,
every day brings its own set of prob-
lems,

Somctimes Rachael has trouble
swallowing: other times, she has

. trouble breathing, There's also the
very real possibillty she will suffer
kidney fallure and seizures, but so
far nelther has happened.

“Her name means gentle lamb
and that fits her personality. She's a
peaceful, contented chlld. I.can't
help but love her. She has brought
Joy to lots of people, and her mother
s happy that she fs with me. Her
mother has visited her.”

Alter Rachael arrived, Kletmola
took a leave of absence from her
teaching job at Webster. This year,
she is working part time on a ope-
year project to develop a new curric-
ulum for the school.

She spends momings with Racha-
cl. Afternoons, she works on the
project at Webster, and a babysitter
takes care of Rachacl.

“My {ob is flexible enough that if
Rachael needs to go to the doctor's, I
can change my hours.”

For taking care of Rachael,
Kleimola receives a subsldy from
the federal government. The baby's
medlcal bills are pald by Medlcald.

Kiclmola admits it would impossi-
ble to take care of Rachact without
the help and cemotional support of
many others, includlng her parents
and members of her church.

“It would be very hard If there
was no relief, If you'rc golng to
adopt, you need this support or, as a
single parent, you'd burn out.

“But I you can rely on lots of peo-
* ple, it Isn't burdensome, I'm on the
go a lot, and I take Rachael almost
everywhere with me,”

JIM JAGDFELD/staft photographor

Chrlstine Kleimola shares a special moment with daughter Ra-
chael at home Monday morning. N

Halloween magic show offered

must be In costume and accompa-
nled by a parent.

A Hatloween magic show wlll be
rt of Wonderland Mall's Hallow-
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.
Auto-Owncrs gives famities with two or more cars a reduced
(nsurance rate, That makes thelr exceptional auto coverage and
clalms service even more attractive,

So, it you're a mulupI: car family trying to minlmize insurance
costa - call your “no problem™ Auto-Ownera ngent and find out
how this discaunt can be “no problem” for you.
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Collectors'
Extravaganza

Hobby Center Toys
Briarwood Mall
Thurs., Oct. 25
through Sun,, Oct. 28
During Mall Hours
FREE ADMISSION
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please call Hobby Center Toys

{313) 662.5595

ecn Haven Friday night,

The seasonal actlvities, including
the magic show, witl be 5:30-7 p.m,
Friday at the mall at Piymouth and
Mlddlebelt roads, Livonla.

Magicians Willlam and Di will
perform an illusion show for chll-
dren of all ages. Between shows bal-
loon characters wltl be created.

More than 100 mall merchants
will welcome children 12 and

© younger to Trick-or-Treat 6-8 p.m.

on Wednesday, Oct. 31, Children

Wonderland Mall, along with Livo-
nia Parks and Recrealion, is spon-
sorjng a pumpking painting contest
for children ages 4-12. Pumpklns
witl be provided for the first 100
conistants.

Chitdren must have parentat su-
pervision and bring all supptles, In-
cluding wligs, hats, eyelashes, yarn.
No carving is permitted; crayons
and paints will be provided. For in-
formation, call 522-4100.

BAR & GRILL

Sandw:chcs + Steaks + Seafood

ﬁ‘) Tucsday = Prime Rib
oy gpectals Wed. = Fresh Lake Perch

Serving Lunch and Dinner

SEAFOOD RAW BAR

featnring. JOSE IUOJAS
{or Your Listening Enjoyment
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32350 Eight Mile
Farmington Hills

477-71717,
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FASHIONS AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
150 W. Maple — h block West of Woodward — 644-4413
on -5at. 106, Thurs 109

BRING IN THlS AD FOR AN EXTRA 10% OFF

Final Ssle lems Excluded

In Farmington
at 22054 Farmington Road
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