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Final weekend filled with suspense

By by Dan O'Meara
and Brad Emons
stal writers

HE 1980 HIGH school foot.
ball scason is golng down
to the wire on two fronts,

The last weekend of the
regular season holds the key for area
teams hoping to make the post-sea-
son playoffs.

But undoubtedly of greater inter-

est to fans and readers alike, Week

.. No. 9 will determine this year's
progrestication — not to be confused
with procrastination — champion.
Which sports editor will bave oftlce

.. bragging rights for the next year —

Brad Emons or Dan O'Meara?

Five of the 12 games involvlng Ob-
serverland teams week have
playoff implications.

Westland John Glenn, Wayne Me-
morial, Plymouth Canten, Plymouth
Salem, Farmington Hllls Harrlson,
Redford Blskop Borgess and Red-
ford Cathollc Central are either
headed for postscason play, can
clinch a playoff berth or greatly en-
hance thelr chances by winning the
last game.

Glenn and Wayne play each other,
and Canton and Salem mect in thelr
annual scason (lnale. So two arca
teams will beneflt at the expense of
other area squads.

Harrison will probably still quali-
ty In the unlikely event of an upset
by host StandishSterling, a 3.5
team,

Borgess and CC bave uphlll battles
Sunday agalnst Birmingham Brother
Rlee and Detrolt DePorres, res,
tlvely, In the Catholic League's annu-
al Prep Bowl at the Pontac Sitver-
dome.

On the prediction scene, O'Meara

enters the flnal weekend with a two-
game tead over Emons.

O'Meara went 13-2 last week
while Emons was 11-4, breaking the
previous stalemate. For the season,
O'Mcara is 97-23 and Emons 85-25.

Alter a poor showlng in Septem-
ber, O’Meara has rallled In October.
Surely, it must have been the mid-

scason vacation that cleared (he -

cobwebs from the erystal ball (or
should we say the brain).

Perhaps he really did return from
the Auld Sed with an unfalr advan-
lage, the leprechauns accedlng to hls
pleas for help in his bld to unseat de-
fending champlon Emons,

O'Meara flgures he can't lose now,
not with the mothers of the Harrlson
football players. rooting for him.
Emons I3 a formldable opponent,
however, and at least two thirds of
this weck's games can be consldered
toss-ups. :

Far a closer look at who's favored
and who's not this week, read on:

FRIDAY'S GAMES
{all gamos at 7:30 p.m.}

Red, Thurston at Liv. Clarencovilia:
Tho host Trojans (4-4) finishod tillh in the
gight-team Metro Conference (3-4) and
Thurston sixth in the Tri-River Loaguo (2+
5}, The Eagles are 2-6 for 1ho geason.
Clarencevilio los1 18-6 1o Lutheran East
lasi weok, while Thurston is coming off a
14-6 loss 1o Crestwood. PICK: Kendrick
Horringlon leads the Trojans to o winning
50 , according to  O'Meara, but
Emons likes ThurGlon's chances.

Liv, Churchlll at Liv. Siovanson: The
Spartans also hope to finish above 500
after odging Walled Lake Western 14-11
last week and Improving to 4-4. Churchill
has ofe tast chanca 1o register il first vic-
toty. Farmington did that tast woak whea
it boat the Chargers 21-13, PICK: Steven-
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son fan't too sympatholic to Churchili's
plighil, bolh agroe.

Liv. Franklin at Garden Clty: The Pairl-
ota have won two in a row, including a 21-
6 win over Walled Lako Central tast weok,
and would fike to ond the year &1 4-5.
Garden Clty was shut oul by Clarkston
45-0, faliing 10 3-5. PICK: Ben would be
proud of Franitin's finish, balh agree.

Wayno Mamarlst al Wostland Glonn;
The Rockets {7-1} wore slunned by Har-
rison in the Weslern Lakea Activitios As-
sociation champlonshlp gamo Sailurday
{29-0) and don't want 10 loso back-to-
back games. Furlhotmote, the Rockets
have he playotls for molivation, bul so
does Wayne. The Zebras (6-2) were third
In Class AA Reglon I but dropped aftor
losing to Monioo, Thoy're in n must-win
slluation and must have help in addltion.
Glenn was No, 1 in the samo seglon but
stands a good chanco it wins. Every-
body in 1ho reglon has two losses excopt -
for Glenn, Canton, Batlle Ctook Central
and Ypsilanth — all once-beaten teams,
PICK: Bolh see the Rockols hinishing 8-1.

Forminglon at Redford Unlon: Farm-
Inglon (1-7) got its first win for fesl-year
coach Bernle Call last woek and could
make i 1wo siralghl to end tho coason.
Tho Panihess (2-6) wero beaton 27-6 by
Watorford Molt, but they slill count a vic-
tory over Dearborn Edsel Ford among
thelr successes. PICK: RU takes a turn at
wihning, both agree.

Ply. Canton a1 Ply. Salem: A win at-
most cerlainly puts Canton (7-%) In the
playolis. Even wilh a loss, tho Chiefs
might qualily. but 1hoy’d be prassing Ihair

luck. The Aocks (6-2) have an oulside
<hanco a1 making 1he playolfs, but a vic-
fory Is absolulety nocessary. The situstion
entering this gama paraliols that of a year
ago. Both toams woro 7-1, but Canfon
was highor In 1he playolf ratings. In that
gamo, Salem socked tho Chiets 25-8 and
barely missod making the playotfa lsell.
PICK: Both cast n volg for Canton.

Imprassive win over Glonn. Standish Is o
Class 8 school with an enroiiment of 580,
The Panthors dofoatod Saginaw Buena
Vista 31-20 last woek bul are onty 3-5 for
the yoar. Siondish played othor fough
teams, losing to Ghesaning and Pincon-
ning, bolh unboslon loams in Class B8

Reglon ). PICK: O'Meara and Emong
agreo: It's Hatrlson hands down.

N. Forminglon. a1 South Lyon: Thia
gama is ono of 1hosa 10ss-ups. At least,
thal‘a the way il appeats on paper. North
has lost 10 Salem and Canton the last two
woeks and slipped 10 4-4. The Lions also
arg 4-4 but upset Novi 23-14 a wook ago
ond doall tho Wildcats' Class A playo!f
hopos a possible fatal blow. South Lyon
ended up 3-3 in the Kensington Vallay
Conlerenco. PICK: Emons goos with the
Raiders. O'Mcara takes his chances with
Ihe Lions.,

Aod. St Agatha va. Det. Haly
Redeamor, 7:30 p.m. at AU's Kralt Floid:
Ir's been a tough year for St. Agatha.
which dropped 10 1-7 in loiting Dearborn
St. Alphonsus tako its first win fas! weak,
14.13. Hoty Redeemor {1-7) ks st trying
10 build a program after not playing foot-
ball for como yoars. The Lions fost to
Wyandotte Mount Carmol 13-6 Jast week
and deteatod Cardinat Mooaey for 1hofr
only win. PICK: The Aggles aull have
enough 10 beat Holy Redoemer, both
W.L. Wosten ot W.L. Contral: Tho 0"
home 1eam has scored #irst and won aoch
of 1hg last 1hrea meetings botweon those
1wo leams. The Vikings have the batier
record al 2-6. But tho Warrlors (1-7)
have the edge in 1alont with JeH Kubik
and Chad Pifer loading 1he chargo. PICK:
It's unanimous, The home sireak ia
snapped as the Waredlors pull It out.

SUNDAY'S GAMES

Rod. Blshop Borgoss va. Birm.
Brother Rice, t p.m. ot tho Silvordome:
It will bo.a bil like old times when tho
Spartans (6-2) meot Rico (6-2). Bor-
goss, a former Cenita) Divislon member
now in the Tri-Sectional, was ir-champion
wilh Saglnaw Nouvo! and Orchard Lako
St. Mary’s but gol the playoll nod- be-
cause of a botler point dilorenlial. The
Warslors have lost only 10 Ypsitanli and
CC. The playolfs enter tho picture here,
too. Rice was fourth in ils reglon last week
and should qualily in Class A il it wins.
Borgess, seventh In Cinss B Region i a
week ago, dofinitaly needs a viclory and
could fump considerably by boating o
Class A toam wilh six wins. PICK: Rico
goes 10 the playolls instead.

SATURDAY'S GAMES

Det. Luthoran Wost at Luth. West.
fand, 1 p.m.: Luthoran Wost (6-2)
crushod Cronbrook 42-6 last weok 10 fin-
Ish thitd in the Moiro Conference. Tho
host Wartiors  (5-3} pummeled Norh
Branch Wasloyan last week. Lutheran
Woslland will have to stop sunning back
Damon Butler, who rushed for 183 yards
and 1wo TDs In West's victory. PICK: The
Leopards win this maich bolweon follow
Lulherans, both agree.

Farm, Harelson 0! S1andish-Storling, 4
p.m.: The Hawks (7-1) causad a ot of
peopla to batiave in thom agaln after their

Red. Catholic. Contra) va. Dat. De-
Porros, 7 p.m. a1 the Siivardome: The
Catholic Loague champlonzhip is ot slako
In this game, a remalch ol an earfier mcat-
ing this season. DoPorres {8-0) won ihal
geme 8-0. The Eagles, who ate in the
Class CC playolts, have enough points to
quality a5 0 AA tleam in somo reglons. Tho
Shomrocks (6-2) delinltely need n win 1o
quality in Class AA Roglon li, but Ihey't
need somo help from other teams il thoy
do. PICK: Emons predicts CC 10 avenge
Its loss 10 DeParres. The Englos’ speed on
the carpet will be tea hatd lo stop, says
O'Moara.
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Victory boost‘sj;
Harrison stock:

Farmingion Hills Hareison galned,
added respect Saturday when [t des
feated Weatland John Glenn by a con$
vinclng, 28-0 margin 1o win the Wesia
emn  Lakes Actlvities Assoclatlon)
champlonship. .

The lawks are 7-1 overall and have}
won seven stralght since losing thet
scason opener to Class CC power Dey
troit DePorres, 18:15.

Harrlson jumped to.No. 2 In the,
Class BB poll and Is third In its!
playotf region behind Mount Clemens)
Clintondale and Allen Park. Aubun!
Hills Avondale is No. 4. ;

“When we lost to DePorres, a ot al’
people counted us out,” coach Johnf|
Herringlon sald. "Dut they don't reale;
[2¢ how good they are. We were young)
at the time and have improved.

"“Thia year we dldn't think we were)
favared 1o win the divislon. We played
some bad foolbail carly in the year —
not bad foolball, but ‘we made mis-
takes — and now we're starting to
come together,” !

The Hawks (7-1) should quallfy far .
1he playoffs regardless of what hap-*
pens Saturday, when they play at
Standish-Sterling. The Panthers are 3,
5 and haven’t had the kind of yean
they envisioned when they agreed 4o
play Harrison.

“For the seniors, §'s a once-fn-a-
Nifetlme thing,” said coact Panl Wal
derzak, in hls 13th year at Standish,
“It's a great opportunily for us arid
the people up here 10 see o team such
at Harrison,”

Standish was 8-1 last year and 7-2
the previous two years, The Class.Bi
Paothers were 1-5 in the Northeaw;
Michlgan Conference, beating
Gladwin (38-7) and Josing to oncay
beaten Pinconnlng, West Branch:
Ogemaw Helghts, Tawas and Oscoda,

The Pinconning and Uscoda games
ended In onc-polnt losses. Standish
lost the season opencr to unbeaten:
Chesaning — & playolt-bound leam In-
BB — and defeated Beaverton and.
Saginaw Buena Visia. Sy

Quarterback Pele Suminski suf-
fered a brulsed heart three weeks ago?
in the Tawas game and is done for ther
year, Jacob Coquillard replaced him
and passcd for 108 yards and twa:
touchdowns against SBV. i

Standlsh’s top llncinen are centers
Chris Niedzwlecki (5-10, 175), tackle,
Ray Kraatz {6-4, 270} and tight ends
Ken Nelson {6-4, 222).
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Make your dream home a reality with Thermo Brick™., C
Williams Panel Brick has genuine brick panels which
add beauty to virtually any home.
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Winter is already looking warmer with
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- Wide Variety of Colors

* Less Expensive thanFull-thickness Brick

« High Insulation Value Reduces Heating and Cooling Bills
+ Quick and Easy Do-lt-Yourseli Instaltation

+ Protessional Installation Availabte

» Substanlially Increases Your Home's Value

Visit our showroom today or call §38-6633 for a free
in-home estimate. Our next Do-lt-Yoursel! seminar is
on November 3.

“Mataoals for a 360 3q It nstallaton aroa

Up to $600 in savings when you buy 4
a deluxe Bryant heating and coaling h
system. And the savings will continue o
because ratural gas has a three-to- It
one price advantage over clectricity. o
Now is a great time to buy and save |
f
i
i
:
p
R
:

at FLAME Furnace.

Ask ahout our

FLAME Furnace
Salety and Energy Chack
$,

|
DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR
NATURAL GAS HOLDS
ATHREET0:OHE PRICE

PER WARRANTY

ADVANTAGE OVER ELECTRICITY.

F"EﬂMD BRICK™ » CULTURED STONEX « FIREPLACES & Af odes 24820 P A
SAVE $4 quumm || 2 =
NIGHT TICKETS | | yas s 3 =
with DISCOUNT COUPONS AVAILABLE at F&M DISTRIBUTORS ' Cd 2120
REGULAR PRICES: $12.50- $10.50+-$850 COUPON PRICES: $8.50 - $8.50 - $4.50 o ,"yf . Bt e ""' FURNACE COMPANY SINCE 1349
‘ALL SEATS RESERVED » PRICE INCLUDES TAX v 27303 W. Elqht Mile Road DETROIT WARREN TROY LIVONIA
orscouT ALso caLL saxoerice Houra: M-W-F 85, Y-Th 8.8, Sal. 8.3 Rodlord » 538-8633 $27.4700 5741070 524-1700 427-4700 YEARS




