Overseas
holiday

Overseas holiday mail must be
sent carly to arrive in time for
Christmas. Here are the deadlines
recomemended by the U.S. Post Off-
lee:

® Alriea — Parcels, Nov. 20;
cards and lefters, Dee. 1. Priority
mall, Nov. 9; space avallable, Oct.
26,

® Alaska — Parcels, cards and
letters, Dec. 8. Priority mall, Dec, 13
space avallable, Nov. 24,

@ Australla ~ Parcels, Nov. 16;
cards and letters, Dec. 1. Prlority
mail, space avallable, Dec.l.

® Carlbbean — Parcels, cards
and letters, Dec. 7. Prlority mall,
Nov. 23; space available, Nov. 18,

# Europe — Parcels, eards and
letters, Dee. 1. Priority mall, Nov,
24; space avallahle, Nov, 13.

® Far East — Parcels, cards and
letters, Dec. 1. Priority mall, space
available, Nov. 15.

® Greenland -~ Parcels, cards
and letters, Dec, 1. Prlority mal),
Nov. 24; space avallable, Nov. 13.

o Mlddle East — Parcels, Nov.
16; cards and letters, Nov, 26. Priori-
ty mall, Nov. 1¢; space avallable,
Nov.3,

® Southeast Asia — Parcels, Nov,
16; cards and letters, Nov. 19. Priori-
ty mail, Nov, 9; space available,
Nov. 2.

® Central and South America —
Parcels, Dec. 1; cards and letters,
Dec. 6. Prlority mail, Nov. 23; space
avallable, Nov. 9.

® Mail from millitary personnel
overseas to the U.S, —~ Parcels, Dec.
7, cards and letters, Dec. 20. Priotity
mall, Dec. 7; space available, Dec. 1.
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It’a not too early to begin thinking
of Christmas, US. Post Office offi-
clals sald,

Hollday glfts sent to military per-
sonnel statloned in the Middle East
should be sent by Friday, Nov. 16, to
assure timely dellvery,

Packages sent to non-military per-
sonnel should also be sent early,
Deadllnes for First Class, Afr Mail,
Parcel Airlift of Space Avallable
Mail can be obtained by calling local
post of fices.

Postal officlals advlse sending all
overseas cards, glfts and other holi-
day mail as early as possible. Mall to
milltary personnel is expected to
create a backlog this year,
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- Holiday mail
deadlines: Send packages to Middle East soldiers by Nov. 16

“With the military bulld up In Sau-
di Arabla, we're expecting a big
straln to be placed on our mall trans-
portatlon system worldwlde,” sald
Allen Kane, assistant postmaster
general for delivery, distribution and
transportatlon.

Cards and leiters are sent Alr
Mall/Priority only and should be
malled by the flrst week of Decem-
ber.

PACKAGES SENT " within the
United States should be mailed by
Friday, Dec.. 7. Hollday letters
majled within the U.S. should be sent
by Monday, Dee. 10,

The earliest date to send hollday

package to U.S. troops stationed in
the Midle East is Salurday, Nov. 3
for Space Avallable Mail.

Speclal instructions for Middle
East mall are as follows:

# Send packages in a sturdy card-
board carton, cushion artlcles inside
and seal the package with pressure-
sensltive tape. Do not use plain
brown wrapplng paper, cord or
string on the outside.

® Print the service member's

‘name and address on the lower right

portion of the package, one slde only.
Include name, rank, service number,
military unlt and APO or FPQ ad-
dress. Addresses should be available
from the service member’s base in

the U.S,

® Print your rcturn address In
the upper left hand corner of the
package. Include the return address
on a piece of paper inside the pack-
age as well.

& When sclecting a gift, remem-
ber desert temperatures regularly
exceed 100 degrees. Some [tems may
also be banned by the Saudi govern-

ment for religious or cultural rea-
sons,

® Popular items with U.S. troops
traditionally include audlo cassette
tapes, newspaper clippings, chewlng
gum, hard candy.

® Be sure to attach a parcel post
customs declaration form (Form
2966-A) 1o all packages. Forms are
available at local post offices.
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