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‘To give the gallery
more. appeal, we try to
offer a {ull range of
mediums and

oty A

graphs. His 1

created In the futuristic medlum of
epoxy with figures In relief, arc on
exhibit at Posner Gallery in Farm-
Ington Hills.

“Hawthorne recently had a one-
man show in Tokyo,” said Karen
Posner during an interview 'in her
gallery.

Karen, of Farmington Hllis, and
her mother,. Madeline, of West
Bloom!leld, co-own Posner Gal-

Town Center in Southfield for four
years, the Posners moved to
Northwestern Highway in Farm-
inglon Hllls one year ago.

lery. Origlnally in the Prudeatial |

Madeline Posner
galiery co-owner

one male, one female. The female
f1gure holds a minlature man in the
palm of her hand, To her rightona
pedesta), stands a leprechaun-size
female.

In the composition, colored in
violet and hot plnk, Hawthorne
uses lack Matisse-llke lines to out-
line figures and objects. “Little
People” retalls for $1,700.

Although he now lives in Califor-
nla, Hawth is from

Gregory Hawthorne
Is multi-faceted

are In

as
lithographs on hand-cut wood re-
le!, with cpoxy applied by hand,
then baked. According to
Hawthorme, there is no casting. The
pieces are hand assembled, one at
time,

cpoxy resin over the rellef, then
bakes it, the surface forms a
strong, hard, resistant enamel fla-
ish, like potymer.

Hawthorne's “Muslc Box" is
composed of one central female
figure !n relicf with a bird perched
on her extended leg as she reaches
for the crank of 2 music box. A
slmilar, but smaller surreslistic
{lgure floats In the background. Ul-
tramarine blue floods the back-
ground while Nght crimson colors
the main flgure.

The “Musle Box" is available in
two sizes, 37% by 31 Inches at
$2,500, and 4 by 6 fect at $12,500,
Both Include the cholce of a white
or black lacquer frame.

IN HAWTHORNE'S “River's
Inn,” the male flgure In rellef s
horlequin-like with drink in hand,
The female figure in the fore-
ground has two faces, enc frental-
view Imposed over a proflle, cock-
talt with olive In hand,

“Little People” by Hawthorne
has two character figures In reflef,

Once Hawthorne applies the.

His eporygrap
the collections of the Impression §
Museum in Lansing, Michigan
State University, Dow-Corning, and
the Sluger Corp. In Chlcago.

Madcline Posner sald the gallery
staff prides itself on belng “very
contemporary, as oppoesed to tradi-
tional.” The flne aris gallery leans
toward abstraction with a vast ar-

Gregory Hawthorne’s “Music Box" is a lithograph on hand-
cut wood, relief, with cpoxy resin applied by hand, then
baked. When the epoxy dries over the wood reliet, it creates

stead of paper, and alse more
representational art.”

Dale Techner Sparage of West
works In oll on canvas.

ray of th wall
{d , along with
by Gregory Hawthorne.

CALIFORNIAN BUCK Levine's
clreutar wall sculpture is made
from enamelcd aluminum.
Geometrically cut pieces are inter-
connected, forming a metal collage
of color In three dimenslons. Lev-
inc's wall sculpture Is priced at
$2,850.

New Yorker David Gersteln's
one-dimenslonal, freestanding cats
parade across the gallery floor.
The cals, serigraphs on aluminum,
are entltled “Braque/Van Gogh,"
“Early Miro
ate Miro” and “Kadinsky/Lichen-
steln.” The floor cats are $475
apiece.

“To glve the gallery more ap-
peal, we try to offer a full range of
medivms and techalques,” Made-
line Posner sajd, “Cilents are ask-
ing for wall art, We have

She's creating a serics of nudes en-
titled “Naked Bride.”

“I, IL and 11" from the series
show a progression In color from
dark to light, as well as a tendency
to total abstraction. From burgun-
dy and black, the nudes brighten to
white, gray and flesh tones with
tinges of plak in the skin. Sparage
Is working on a masters degree in
art therapy at Wayne State Univer-
sity. Her nudes retall at $1,200
cach.

JOAN WENZEL of Florida cre-
ates wall-slze, three-dimenslonal
wall sculptures from aerylic mod-
eling paste over metal on wood.
Her “Three Frames” uses positive
and negative forms of squares, rec-
tangles and spheres intcrposed on
an open frame background, textur-
ally painted in impressionlstic
style. The geometric plece, “Three
Frames,” I3 priced at $7,700.

a lot of requests for canvases In-
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& three-dimensional effect. “Music Box,"” in a black or white
lacquer frame, is priced at $2,500 and $12,500, depending on
the size,

One male and one female tig-
ure compose the central
theme of Greg
Hawthorne's “Littte People.
Black Matisse-like lines out-
line his figurea. Violet colors
the composition, as does hot
pink. “Liltle People” is priced
at $1,700.

Statff photos
by
Sharon LeMieux

Musicmaker’s
roots run deep

By Janlice Tigar-Kramer
spocial writor

Little of Karen Nixons musical
career has been planned, yet the ac-
lish lelan-turned-cond:

tor couldn’t be more content with the
way thinga have turned out.
The 1¢-year-old muslelan-conduc-

"“The accordlon just isn’t a march-
ing band Instrument,” Nixon said,
laughlng. “So I took the horn home
with a fingering chart and jolned the
band.”

Since she ‘already could read
scores and was a glfted musiclan,
Nixon was a natural on the instru-
ment. She soon took a place In the

tor, who y

school's ph band and orches-

play ,
started playlng the French horn dur-
ing her sophomore year at Livonla's
Franklln High for two reasons: she
wanted to be in the marching band
and the school needed another horn
player,

Balustrade, brunch, Baker House: all very

'ROUND TOWN:

# Golng up — Gov. Fred Warner,
Farmington's favorlte son at the
turn of the century, would be proud
1f he were allve today,

Thanks (o & major grant sccured
by the Quakertown Questers, a
balustradc once again will adorn the
front-proch averhang at the Farm-
Ington Histerleal Museum In down.
town Farmington.

Adding a new wood railing wlll
make the 123-yesr-old, two-story
manston appear the way It did In
1910, when Gov. Fred Warner, Mlch-
igan’s flrst three-term governor,
called it home,

‘The home's architecture 1a an ex-

 ample of Victorian Itallanate, And

balustrades are a Victorlan feature.
The Quakertown Quesiers, dedl-
cated o historle restoration and

tra.

Beside belng a talented musician,
Nlxon was smart enough to carn a
math scholarship to Lawrenee Tech-
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preservation, landed a $6,000 grant
from the Internatlonal Organlzation
of Questers to add the ralllng. The
local chapter will chlp In $50 to meet
the $8,050 cost.

Says Dick Carvell, the museum’s
tireless curator, “It makes me feel
good when someone or some group
:u;;;s" forward on the museum's be-

Me, too.
A Farmington Historical Soclety
member, I joln Carvell in applavding
the Quc:ltr{ for taking the relns of o

JOMN GTORMZAND/s1att photographor

Conductor Karen Nixon says
she is “doing what | was in-
tended to do.”

Community plavdlts alse are ap-
propriate for Farmington architect
Carl Galser, who donated his profes-
sional services and found a qualiticd

ef-
fort.

Thanks to the Questers' Initiative,
the Farmington City Council last
woek earmarked $4,400 from the
muscum  budget to Improve the
porch’s roof and cornlees to accom-
modate the balustrade, which should
be up by December,

The Questers, Incidentally, aren't
strangers (o the manslon. They pro-
vide not only museum docents but
alsa steady contributions.

With $6,700 in other exterlor Im-
provements nearly done, the Farm-
ington Historlcal Muscum Indeed
should, as Carvell put It, “look sllck

By Linda Ann Chomlin
special wrlier

If you enjoy the musle of medi-
eval stringed instruments along
with your Sunday brunch, circle
Nov. 4 on your calendar,

That's when the Livonla Arts
Commlssion will host a buffet-style
brunch with dulelmer music by the
Feliclty Strings in the Atrium of
the Livenla Civie Center Library
Auditorium, Farmington Road and
Five Mile

The musical brunch runs from 11
a.m. o1 p.m. Cost Is 37 per person.
‘The brunch is a trlal musie event
that “could quite possibly turn into
a series like the Detrolt Institute of

Arts' Brunch with Bach” said

Enjoy brunch with dulcimer music

Livonla arts commissioner Geroge
LaFerge.

THE DULCIMER group, Feliclty
Strings, consists of a hammered
dulelmer, recorder, string bass,
glockenspic and folk harp.

Jim and Patricia Talt of Redford
Township and Patricla Mallic of
Livonia compose the musical en-
semble speciallzing in duleimer
muslc. The group has been per-
formlng together for five years,
most recently at Plymouth's Old
Village Applefest in September,

Selectlons, which wlll be repre-
sented by the dulcimer gorup at the
Sunday brunch, include the scason-
al musie of Christmas and tradi-
tlonal folk muslc.

THE DULCIMER, which
appeared in Western Europe in the

12th century, originated In the
Orient. The instrument is strung
with wires that are struck with
wooden hammers.

Dulcimer strings do not have
dampers. When a note Is struck, it
contlnues to vibrate as the next
note rings out, creating a note upon
nole effect.

The sweet melody of the dul-
elmer sounding through the Livo-
nia Civic Center Library's bright
and airy Atirum is sure to enchant
the audlence. “There are only 200
tickets available,” LaForge sald.

Tickets are avajlable at the
Livonla Civic Center Library Glit
Shop; through Livonia City Hall
Community Resources, 421-2000,
Ext. 351; and by calting the Livonla
Arts Hotline: 425.2327.

as a whistle” by the holidays,

Ironically, the TLC glven ta the
muscum is reflective of the cra
when the balustrade first went up.
That's when Gov. Warner, the Eng-
lish-born foster child of Rhoda Bots-
ford Warner and P.D. Warner, “re-
sumed Jife in Farmington with the
affection and interest with which he
always bore his hometown."

@ Muslc watch — Thinking big.

That's what I like about the Live~
nla Arts Commisslon's latest endeayv-
or: a brunch with dulelmer muslc.

The buffet brunch, with duclimer
music by the Felicity Strings in the
Llvonla Clvle Center Library Atri-
um, Is billed a trial event that could
become another Brunch with Bach a
1a the DIA.

The sweet sounds of the dulclmer,

& medieval stringed instrument, will
provide the perfect melody for the
traildlazing muslcal journey.

The price is right, $7 per person,
And the setting, the Atrlum, Is a fit-
ting backdrop for the chamber mu-
sic-style program.

For tickets, call the Livonla arts

hotline: 425-2327,

@ Historic gem — 1 can’t help but
admire how dashing the historic
Baker House In downtown Plymouth
looks.

The Itallanate-style house, bullt In
1875, ts the centerpicce of a picture-
posteard seiting at 233 S. Maln.

"It's & great caample of adaptive
re-use, restoring zn old house for use
as a business but keeping the historle

special

character Intact,” says Beth Stew-
art, Plymouth Historical Museum di-
rector.

‘The state and national historic slte
Is the former home of Henry Baker,
founder of the Plymouth Iron Wind-
mill Co., which later became Datay
Manufacturing, famous maker of BB
guns. -

Attorney David Frost, whose law
offices are Inside, deserves a salute
for not only restoring the slte in
1982, but also malntalning the origl-
nal design: the peaking roof, bay
windows, small porch and decora:
tive friczes. .

Bob Sklar is the O%E's assist:
ant managing cditor for special
projects. :



