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wlogical University, in Southfleld,
) 1968, There, she studied for a se-
ester before transferring to
ichooleraft College in Livonia to
Bajor in musie. But she didn't begin
anized, intcose French horn les-
ns until attending the University of
M ichigan in her junior year.
s,
. NIXON GRADUATED wlth a mu-
¢ degree In 1972, only to have the
pard-earned diploma revoked six
lonths later when a  professor
laimed the stralght-A student falled
b take the final exam In music his-
ry. She was forced to accept an
¥ncomplete.”
%"l was furious,” Nixon said. “But
. was bis word agalnst mine.”
{3/Too proud to repeat the class, Nix-
190 worked as a free-lance musiclan,
he also began - playlng prineipal
o with the Michigan Opera The-
p

$35he worked as a gauge designer
gr a Livonir firm before returning
the University of Michigan In 1984
4 take the class needed to flnish her
Regree. Ironleally, waiting 12 years
o repeal the class put her in the
Nght place at the right time.
;:‘.,Belng a ‘performance mafor, the
qpusician had to joln the orchestra
d the

usician-con

‘When you conduct,
you feel like you're
playing all of the
instruments.’

— Karen Nixon conductor

the Swiss-born professor to allow her
in hls conducting class.

And when she finally took the
class shortly before earnlng her
master’s In 1986, she was convinced
the remalnder of her carcer weuld
be in front of the orchestra, “I knew
that I was never going to be satlsfied
playlng just one line of musle agaln,”
Nlxon sald,

The professor soon became her
friend and mentor. And for the past
three years, Nixon has assisted blm
wlith the editing and graphics of a
texthook on conducting.

While worklng on the book, Nixon
contlnually asks questlons. The pro-
fessor always supplles answers with
grand examples that often turn Into
conducting lessons,

“I'learned the craft of conducting
long before standing in front of an
orchestra,” Nlxon said. “The profes-
sor Is enlightentng.”

when she t y
Shortly,. after the semester began,
ghe became enthralled with Profes-
»or Gustay Meirer, conductor of the
Nniversty's orchestra and opera.
Loincidentally, the professor also
tgrned 'up at the Michigan Opera
heatre that semester as the conduc-
R8r for “The Magle Flute,” an opera
Mozart.

b “He inspired me,” Nixon said. “He
dn't Just beat time. Through hls
ly, I could see everything that was
mppenlag in the orchestra, Watch-
g him, I declded I hod to get out of

3 & orchestra to study scores."

[ L .
14 NIXON NOT only studled the mu-
&lc of classteal composers, but she.
#lso started work on her master's
gree in horn simply to study with
fessor Mejer. She even begged

AS A condi Nixon has tralned
herself to listen to the whole orches-
tra Instead of only the horn sectlon.
When she plays in the orchestra to-
day, she often misses her cues be-
cause she's listéning for the high
notes of the bassoon or violln,

“When you conduct, you feel lke
you're playlng all of the Instru-
ments,” Nlxon sald. “What's really
thrilling is when you believe you're
conducting the way Beethoven or
Mozart wanted §t.”

Nixon's dream Is to teach Profes-
sor Meier's method of conducting
through private Jessons or at the col-
Iege level. But for now, she's busy
with Group du jour, a 45-plece or-
chestra that she assembled and for
which she conducts.

The group Includes graduate stu-
dents and Iriends from other orches-

5Art event aids elderly

I

M Original signed etchings, litho-

* Eraphs, serigraphs, woodcuts, batiks,

Plls and watercolors will be featured

&? benefit art auctlon at 1 p.m. Sat-

ay, Dec.], at the Detroit Baptist

ar, - Alpha  Building, 30251 13
Nile, Farmington Hllls,

st Auction proceeds will benefit the

I elderly residents at Haworth

ter, which is owned by Detroit

dptist Manor, Money will be used

%gx‘mt actlvities, events and equlp-

t.

iv_lusic group offers
season of top stars

Artists represented will include
Renoir, Picasso, Norman Rockwell,
LeRoy Nelman, Joan Miro, Matlsse,
Chagall and others. Starting prices
wili range from $25-$85. There will
be Investment art at higher bldding.

Al art Is gallery quallty, framed
and matted, and ready for hanging.

Advance tickets are $5. Hors
d'ocuvres and beverages will be
served. For more Information, call
737-8830,

tras, Like its name, Group du jour
changes from time to time, playing
everylhing from the classles to jazz.
What won't change !s Its conductor,
Group du jour premieres at 2:30
p-m. Sunday, Oct. 28, at the Marquis
Theatre In Northville, Tickets are
available at the theater {349-8110) or
at Beltner's Jewelry In Plymouth for

$10(3$5 for students and seniors). The
concert includes the muslc of Bee-
thaven, Wagner, Rossinl and Vivaldi,
It will be Nixon’s third publle ap-
pearance as a conductor.

BESIDES CONDUCTING her own
group, the Farmington Hils musi-
clan-conductor plays princlpal horn

wIth the Detrolt Concert Band and
the Detroit Concert Brass, a quintet
she organized,

Her hushand, B! Lane, and her
brother-In-law also play trombone In
the group. Even her aister, Arlene,
1ills in on French horn when Nlxon is
conducting.

Nixon carned a speclalists in mu-

ductor leads own orchestra

slc degree from the Unlverally of
Mlchlgan last year, summer,
she was invited to the Plerre Mon-
teux Conducting School in Malne.

“I'm doing what I was Intended to
she sald. “I'm convinced that I
never made it to the symphony be-
cause 1 was meant 10 be a conduc-
tor.”.
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More than 100 artisans from
acress the state as well as out of
state will show off their finest
works at The Community Center
Farmington/Farmington Hills 19th
Annual Arts and Crafts Show.

The day-long show will be Satur-
day, Oct. 27 at Oakland Community
College’s Orchard Rldge Campus,

play
borowski of Novi displays tabric-covered frames. Both will be

Arts and crafts show Saturday

Buildlng H, Orchard Lake Road at
1-696.

The jurled arts and crafts show
is onc of the mainstay fundraiscrs
for The Community Center, an in-
dependent, non-profit arganlzation.
The grawth and success of the pre-
vious shows cnabled the need for
an off-site facillty.

SHARON LeMIEUX/stat] photographor

exhibitors in the Cammunity Center of Farmington-Farming-
ton Hills' 18th annual arte and crafts show.

“Based on the callber of artists
the committec of jurors has sclect. .
ed, we expoect the largest atten-
dance ever,” said a Community
Center spokesperson.

‘The show will have a wldety of
new and returning artisans,

The event wlll take place at Qak-
land Community College’s H Build-

ing, the gymnasium, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27.

The admisslon charge wlll be $1
per person and parking Is free.
Light refreshments will be sold at
the show,

For more informatlon, call The

;ln a preview of his Dec. 5th Carnegie Hall con-

pert, world renowned keyboard artist Eugene Is-

brin returns to Cranbrook after 24 years for a

performance with the Cranbrook Musle Guild
imber series on Thursday, Nov. 8.

s Since his debut at 17 with both the New York
{lharmonlc and Phitadelphia orchestras, he has
yed all over the world and with every import-

5lmnducwr.

A world-class artlst and an Amerlcan legend,

%hu made more than 30 recordlngs for Colum-
, Including the award-winning complete Bee-

toven plano trlos with violinkst Issac Stern and

Golllst Leonard Rose.

~The chamber scries season opened Oct. 17 with

the St. Clalr Trio. After debuting in 1989 to critl.

cal acclalm by both audlences and crltics, thls
wiajor new Detrolt-arca cnsemble has recelved
favorable response from audlences and critics,

It brings together three well-known artlsts: vio-

If5lst Emmanuelle Bosivert, Detrolt Symphony

caneertmaster (the flrst woman named {o that po-

sition in a major symphony); DSO assistant princl-
pal celllst Marcy Chanteaux; and planist Paullne
rtin.

:‘L‘I'HE GUILD'S popular Christmas concert Tues-
(fgy. Dec. 11 features the Eastern Michlgan Uni-

versity Chamber Cholr. These young singers bring *

Z yepertolre that spans the centurics for this fes-

tive hollday concert. The Cranbrook student brass

cholr will again greet concert-goers outside the

fignt door of Cranbrook House, playlng anclent
1s and motifs.

The Guild will host the Cavanl String Quartet
off:Tuesday, Feb. 19. This on-the-rise young cn-
s;{nhle is winner of the prestiglous Naumburg

-
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3& 1958, Fred Myers discovered the anclent
glypha and plctographs in Utah. Since that

«cXppricnce, be has sought to preserve the ancient
and pal through his art.

é Prers creates metal sculptures from Cor-ten
o],

virtualty Indestructible, glving rencwed life
the Umeless art. His floor-standing sculptures
flgures range in height from 3 feet
t 0st & feet. Myers, who recently died, was
{29m Colorado,

resident Susan Risl's “Modern Primi-
tiva Man” Is 6 foot 3 Inches. The metal plpe man
s primarily black, except for the open cirele
formlng the head, which has vibrantly colored ¢n-

3
!

Chamber Music Award In 1989 and first prize at
both the Cleveland Quartet and Carmel competl-
tions. Performances In Europe, Canada and the
US. have garnered high praise. The quartet is
currently [n resldence at Cteveland Institute of
Music.

Two distingulshed Mlchigan artists come to
Cranbrook House far the Tuesday, March 19 con-
cert with the Jelinek-Gurt Duoou. Celllst Jerome
Jekinek Is a long-time faculty member at the Unl-
versity of Mlchigan and a former Detroit Sympho-
ny Orchestra member. Pianist Joscph Gurt teach-
es at Eastern Michigan and has appearcd exten-
sively [n solo and ensemble recitals. Both
muslclans are well known in the Detrolt area,

The April concert will feature Julle B. Lang,
harplst, and winner of the Gulld's Betty Brewster
Scholarship. The annuat award is glven to an out-
standing graduate student at U-M School of Musle
and serves to promote and support rising young

musle stars,

ALL CONCERTS arc at 8 p.m. In the Cranbrock
House Library, For the 39th year, Cranbrook Mu-
sic Guild offers an Intlmate musical salon llke
those of centuries ago In the great houses of Eu.
rope and America. All concerts are followed by a
candlelight receptlon In the Oak Room.

Cranbrook House is at 350 Lone Pine, Bloam-
field Hllls, across from Christ Church Cranbrook.
Parking is in the church parking lot with shuttle
bus service Lo the mansion door.

Memberships In the series are limited because
of the small size of the library. Season tickets for
the slx concerts are $65 cach, For ticket Informa-
tion or a brochure, call 751-2435.

poxygraphs on view

laraged bolts set into the sce through face, Risi's
man retalls for §6,500.

Art at the Posner Gallery ranges from $250 for
an unframed plece to $8,800 for a 3-D wall sculp-
ture. “Baslenlly, we try to look for unlque work,"”
Madeline Posner sald.

When buylng a plece of art for your home,
Posner said let this ratlonale be your gulde: if
you're going to lave it when you walk into the
room, Lime after time.

Posner Gallery is at 32407 Northwestern
Hiphway, Farmington Hills. Hours are Tues-
day through Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Satur-
day, 11a.m, to 4 p.m,; closed Monday.

YOUR PLACE

OUR PLACE

Community Center at 477-8404.

Wake Up, Wake Up
Fix The Bed, &
Make Breakfast, Enjoy The Day
Set The Table, At
Eat Breakfast, Halsted Place!
Cl ear The Tabl e, An Exceprinnal Retirement ‘C ommieniv?
Do The Dishes,

Clean Up The House,
Drive To Grocery Store,
Drive Back Home,
Put The Groceries Away,
Prepare Lunch,
Set The Table Again,
Eat Lunch,

Clear The Table Again,
Do The Dishes Again,
Do The Laundry,

Cut The Lawn,

Trim The Bushes,
Pull The Weeds,
Prepare Dinner,

Set The Table One More Time,
Eat Dinner,

Clear The Table Again,
Do The Dishes Again,
Take Out The Garbage,
& Fall Into Bed.

'

E]joy every day in your own private apartment at the beautiful, new Halsted Place, a truly
exceptional retirenient community! Wake up 1o a continental breakfast every morming, a full
selection of lunch and dinner meals in the dining room, housekeeping services, a full schedule
of activities and social events and chauffercd transportation. There are no chores to do, so
every day is a great day! Call 489-8988 for our full-color brochure or 1o join us for lunch!

.Halsted P lace

Luxury, Security & Convenience

29451 Halsted Road « Farmingion Hills, Michigan 48018 + 313 489-8938 J




