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Stare-case
‘|More than just furictional,
stairways act as focal points

‘It's al, ta given thata

Few architectural clements effer as much of a
chance for drama as the staircase.

Stalrcases don't just give access to upper or low-
er floors; they risc, lhcy curve, they roll, they as-
cend.

And it beats cllmbingu rape.

Janet Compo, a designer and builder with the
Farmington Hi)1s-based James D. Cempo Inc., sald
stairways can be focal points as well as functlonal.

For example, In the Parkvlew model home de-
slgned by Compo at the Builders Assoclation of
Southeast Michigan Homearama in Brighton, the
M| stairway ascends from the entryway In a gentle

W curve before stralghtening out and rising to the up-
B| per floor. Open on both sides, the stalrway looks
over the foyer, dinlng and great rooma,

“We wanled to have it as a focal point where you
walk In the door and It prucnis itself,” she sald.

Architect Rebert Bry of Erdsteln,
Bryce and Palazolla ln Farmlnglon Hills, sald since
stajrcases are almost exclusively placed near a
home’s entrance, they generally need dressing up.

“It’s almost a given that a stalrway will be intro-
duced into. the foyer ~ it's the most practical place
B to put it. So since It's practical, why not make it
beautiful.”

ERDSTEIN, BRYCE and Palazolla designed the
staircase in the Dynasty home built by Koch Devel-
opment of Troy.

“We try to make staircases both a focal polnt and
g aworkof art,” he said,

But nat every staircase Is a work of art, he sald.
What separates an average staircase from an out-
standing one are its characteristics.

Placement of the stalrway — whether it's in the
middle of an open space, situated In a corner or
enclosed along a wall — has a drastic Impact on a
staircase’s influcnce on a home, he said.

case’s impact,

An open stairway Is more dramatle, an enclosed
stalrway Is Jess so, and a stairway along a wall |s
more functlonal than dramatic. “If we float the
stalrway, we can see through it — the visual line
beyond the stalrway frames It — and It glves a

sensc of openness.”

A closed stairway or a stairway with a support-
N ing walls depends less an its surroundings and more
on the stairway itsclf for its appea), he said, A truly
Impressive stairway becomes part of its surround-
ing and has intrinsic appeal, he added.

The stairway’s shape, from a simple straight row
of steps to a gentle curve, also affects a staircase’s
Impact on a home.

"A curved stairway is much more sensual than a
straight one. A straight staircase is more utllitari-
an,” he sald.

A SPIRAL, U-shaped or L-shaped stalrcase, of-
fers a different appeal. A U-shaped and L-shaped
staircase offers a landing or rest area halfway up; a
spiral staircases usually glves a home a contempo-
rary feel, “But spiral stalrcases are usually not the
primary stairway — we (ry to use them only as a
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low, an open staircase placed in the middle of a
room adds openness, It was designed by Janet
Compo of James D, Compo Inc. in Farmington Hills.

A floating, curved stairway is not only functionat but
distinctive. It wa: if by the F ills

firm Bryce and

How the stalrway Is built also changes a stair-,

stairway will be introduced into
the foyer — it's the most .
practical place to put it. So since
it’s practical, why not make it
beautitul.’ -
— Robert Bryce archilect

last possible solution because they’re uncomfort-
able and more difficult.”

Finally, a stairway's Intrinslc appeal comes lrom
the material it’s made of, the craftsmanship of the.
work and even its shape.

For a wood stalrecase, the appeal often comes
from the wood. Oaks, cherry and maple woods, for
exampte, all have different attributes that change
the appearance of a stalrway, he satd, -

Metat give a more y feel,
and for a truly contempoerary (eel, glass panels or
tubes and special lighting can be added, Bryce sald;

“Contemporary is sleek, crisp, clean and um
clutiered — what says that more than glass?”

The intricacles of the pleces — the newels, balus-
trades, spindles and foollngs and rails — also make
a big difference in a stalrway's appeal, Bryce said.
“In the better staircase, pieces are custom milled
so that the spindles and ralllngs are unlque.”

Compo sald even in lower end homes the stair-
casc has taken on an increased importance ~ even
If the stairway Is against the walt and out of the
way. “In most cases people want thelr stairways to
100k good no matter where they are.

“What's important is the sulrway should be de-
signed to fit the home,” Compo said.

ANOTHER CHARACTERISTIC that's largely
forgotten when designing a stalr, Compo said, .Is
safety. “Let’s face it, you spend a lot of time golng
up and down o stairway,” she sald,

“In the more expensive homes, people are put-
Alng emphasis an looks; In the less expensive homes,
the stalrcases have to look nice, but the greater
emphasis Is an safety,” she sald.

Which is not to say that more cxpensive stair-
cases are unsafe — all should be equally safe —
Just that the predominant factor is safety, she sald.

It almost goes withoul saying that a stalrway
must be secure so it doesn’t rock or sway, she said,
and cach type of stairway poses different problems.

Floating stalrways, naturally, are golng to re-
quire a different type of englneering than a straight
staircase bullt into a wall, she said.

But as Important as the engineering Is, Compo
said, the way the stairs cllmb may be just as im-
portant. "It must be a comfortable rise and tread.

“Older stairways were almost always 100 steep,”
she sald, addIng stairways should have a suggested
riser-of eight inches and a minimum tread of nine
tnches.

A staircase’s width sbould be no less than three
feet, she added. “Anything less can be a ‘tripper.”

A staircase can add significantly to the price of a
home, Compo conlinued. “It’s not uncommon for
somcone ta spend $3,000 1o $5,000 more for a nleer
stalrway — mally nice ones can cost an additional
$5,000 to $30,000."




