{AP) — Nothlng sells a house faster than a hot
market. Just ask anyone who sold in the slzzling
*70s, & decade during which prices for existing
homes soared 170 percent — 27 points higher than
Inflation.

Now we're facing the *90s, when house prices are
not expected to skyrocket. Whether you plan to sell
your home in six months or six years, you face the
challenge of getting top dollar In a slow market.

Making your house stand out can be as simple as
laylng on a ncw coat of paint or as ambltious as
knocking down walls to enlarge a kitchen, H your
house Is in need of real repalrs, attend to- those
first, Before you plck a project, check out what
your nelghbors arc doing and what features are
popular with buyers of new homes In your area.
Above all, make only those changes that please you.

Addlog a third or fourth bedroom or a second
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Improvements translate to sales

high. If your kitchen is 15 Lo 20 years old, a makeo-
ver can pay off handsomely. Remodeling newer
Itchens may improve salsbllity but won't pay back
as well. Your return can vary from under 40 to
over 100 percent, depending on your market, the
age of the kitchen and the size of the house, accord-
ing to Remodellng and Quallfied Remodeler trade
publications. Estimated cost: $10,000 to $24,000.

® Bathrooms: Adding a second bath Is a blg sell-
ing polnt, partleularly if you have three bedrooms
or are adding a third or fourth bedroom. Some-
tlmes, an additional bath may even increase your
home's value by nearly twice the cost of the addl-
tion. The return from a third bathroom isn't as
great. Estimated cost: $3,500 to $11,000,

® Master bedroom suites: Sometimes a combi-
nation of two smaller rooms, these may include a
Jacuzzi, exerelse room, home entertainment center

bath Is likely to be a good . However,
- changing lifestyles indicale that extra rooms may
be as home offlces, exercise rooms, home en-
tertainment centers or scparate apartments for
parents or returning chlldren,

OVERALL, DON'T spend more than 20 percent
of the value of the house on remodellng and upgrad-
ing, recommends Carole Elchen, of Carole Eichen
Interiors, in Santa Ana, Calif. The cost and payback
for individual projects will vary widely, depending
on your market. Herc's what te expect:

@ Kltchens: Buyer interest in modern kitchens is

[nstalling quality items in a new house can pay dividends when
it comes time to sell. Likewise retrofitting an older house with
such things as energy-efficient windows and doors, extra insu-
Iation or an attic fan could cost $3,000 to $4,000. But such a
project should give you a dellar-for-dollar return, not to men-
tion lower utility bills.
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“Fall Occupancy

PRIME CANTON LOCATION
FROM 68,500

+ Ranch, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Models

+ Private Entrances

« GE Refrigerator, Stove, Dishwasher,
Microwave, Washer & Dryer
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MEW OPTIONAL CONSTRUCTION/ PRICING METHODS: We have developed some new 0003l methods of charging tustomers These
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. NORTHWEST BUILDING CORPORATION
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or kitch The expected payback is about 80
percent. Estimated cost: $21,000,

Retrolitling an older house with such things as
encrgy-efficient windows and doors, extra insula-
tion or an attic fan could cost $3,000 to $4,000. But
such a project should give you a dollar-for-dollar
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return, not to mentlon lower utllity bills and a po-
tential selling polnt for buyers who could qualify
through federal mortgage programs for a break on
financing.

INCREASING STORAGE space or making the
most of existing space-by adding 2 closet organiz-
ing system, for example-may cost only a few bun-
dred dollars and will pay back 100 percent. Ceiling
fans are another inexpensive upgrade that make
your home and your utllity blils look better. A fire-
place ls riskier; the return could be as low as 50
percent.

If you have less than $5,000 Lo spend, consider
adding a deck or enclosing a porch for year-round
use. The return on a deck Is around 50 percent.

1t you're considering a landscaping project, start """

with a budget that's 3 to 5 percent of your home's -
cost, r ds Joe Skelton, pi of Lifes.
capes in Canton, Ga, Staying within that range Im-
proves your chances of getting a dollar-for-dollar

return when you sell. (Pools are an exception; you'll |

recoup only about 50 percent of your cost.)

NEWEST & FINEST

“Our Quality Shows”|

Only 26 lucky families vill
be able to call Gyl Orchards
Home. . .
For a Limited Time

$3000
BONUS PACKAGE!

OCDED SITES
LiVONIA SCHOOLS
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NORTH FAIRVIEW FARMS

The family looking for a great plice
to live and learn,

Beautitul Rochester Hilly

Now.
future delivery:

The complete homes of Norih
Fairview Faems trom 2300

1o 3200 square feet

Graat homes. Great schools,

Great neighbarhood and Great value.

You'll find our decorated models 4
open seven days a week (even
Thursdiys ) from 1Ham, - 6 pan.
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Or chuose a home for

to visit North Fairview Farms,

You'll alsar fined a geeat selection of
four bedroom homes—with spacious
rooms, luxurious nuster suites and
custom features. NOW s the tme
to move up to North Fairview Farms,
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Bower Hills o
Model Located at —~ V4
29455 Martindale Rd. ~
Southwest corner of Martindale andq
Pontiac Trail - .
Model Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 -]

Sunday Nounj,:
prices starting at *119,800
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