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Shop around for a builder, not just a house:

By Loren K. Swanson
speclal writer

When you are ready to begin shop-
ping for your new house, you should
begln shopping for your builder, too.

1

bullders, find out about thelr reputa-
tions'and the quality of their work.
The best, way is to visit houses they
have bullt and talk to the owners,
Ask the bullders on your liat for
addresses of their recently complet-

When examining a house, look at
the quallty of the construction fea-
tures: cablnetry, carpeting, - trim
work and paint.

In viewlng cach builder’s houses;
you must determine whether they

Whether you are buying a cond:
nlum, a subdl

Y or
a custom-bullt house, the quallty of
your housc will be determined by the
quallty of the bullder.

Start your bullder-search process
by calling your local house bullders
assoclation. It can glve you the
names of reputable bullders in your
area.

‘The real estate section of your lo-
cal newspaper is also a good source,
Ask friends and relatives about
buflders they have dealt with dircet-
ly, or ask them for the names of ac-
quaintances who have recently dealt
with a bullder.

Once you have developed a list of

ed houses,
or At the
very least, drive by and sce if the

houses are visually appeallng.

Look at houses that arc the same
style as you plan to buy. A good time
to vislt is on a weekend morning
when  people are outside dolng
chores or errands. Just If uee
yourself and explain that you are
considering buying a house from the
same builder who built thelrs.

QUESTION THEIR satisfaction
with the house and ask If the bullder
delivered what was promised In a
timely manner. People will gener-
ally tel you if they are happy.

Whether you are buying a condominium, townhouse, in a sub-
division or a custom-built house, the quality of your hame will
be determined by the quality of the builder.
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0 Jellervom Ave. 14 mi. soath of Shovk R
Buill by: Teinity Land Derelopment Co
A Trinman Community
Open daily and Sunday Noxn ro 6:00 p m,
Closed Thursday

Sales by: Anthony DiPrazes Reabty
Modelz 791-1408 Office: 468-1300
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An Exclusive Lakefront

Luxury on Lake S1. Clair is yours to enjoy? These sensational homes miust
be scen 1o believe! There are four models 10 choose from, with many oppor-
tunities to incorporate yous awn individual tastes.,

Residence

Every hume features:
~ Full sarvice deluse peronal

boat” well
~ Roomy 2 car auached garage
- Private securily system

~ Large hand-craficd
wood decks & bafconies
~ Much, much more!

Homes range from 1800 sq. fl.
103400 sqft.

Homes from $270,000,
Beautifully fumished
modets.

Staing from

*149,900

CALL MODEL
(313)
227-9944

Onw Year Pald Membership Limied
7o Ona Per Housshold. Offer axpirss 9/30/90.
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lend lves to the type of life-
style you want to lead. Look at the
amount of Interlor living space and
how efficiently the space Is used.
Find out If the bullder is uslng mod-
ern energy efficlency features, both
In appliances and insulation.

- A house ls primarily a place to
live, but It is also 2n important in-

cation, housing supply and demand
and other local market factors.

One of the most important criteria
for selecting a builder is the warran-
ty protection provided on the house.

Ask for a copy of the builder's
warranty. Read the document thor-
oughly and be sure you understand
what protection would be provided
to you, If you have any questions
about the coverage, be sure to clari-
1y 1t with the bullder before buying.

Almost all builders offer some
form of written warranty, Many
builders back their own warrantics

vestment. Consider the appi

potential of any house you may buy.
Be concerned with the value you are
getting for your money regarding lo-
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$101,500
» COLONIAL INC LOT

3 0r 4 Bodrooms

« 1% Balhs

+ Family Room

» Atinched 2.Car Garage

« Basemont

* @ik Frt. & SidesfRoar Opt

WOODLAND HEIGHTS

on wi an typl-
cally for ane year. Other bullders of-
fer warrantles backed by an insur-
ance company.

$94,500
« TRIZEVEL INC LOT
=3 Bedrooms

« 1 Bains

« Famity Room

+ Anched 2.Cas Garage

« Dk Fri. & SdentReat Opt.

WOODLAND ~7 MODELS
HEIGHTS g g 71 OPEN

All modets Include: Vi L Juoem

g

* Insuiated Windowa & Doors. e except Thursday

* Fully Impeoved Lots wEar

+ ¥roodhaven School Distrct Phone

Prces vatret 1o change miro mircs aunt By TS ost e e 7 82-7048

Historic

Milford -

Summit Ridge

————
' Luxurious

Ranches & Fownhonmes

ALL NEW
Floor plans with 2 car
garages, centra) air, 1st floor
laundry, ulira baths, view
decks, cathedral coilings,
arched windaws...

ALL Standard.

Call 685-0800
or Stop By

Ralph Roberts

-*99,900

645 Summit Ridge Drive =

Re/Max Properties, Inc.

IMMEDIATE
OCCUPANCY

LOW FINANCING
LEASE TO OWN

Picture yourself
away (ram the noise and
traffic. Live in the peacefut
village of Milterd -high on a
hill. Only 20-25 minutes
from Farmington-Southfield
area.

Mode! Open
1-6 pm
except Thursdays
[ Summit St—————m

To get an insured warranty, you

must buy a house from a builder who
* before any one-year warrantles on

belongs to a warranty program.

WHILE YOU ARE shopping for
your bullder, find out from each one
you Interview what you can expect
regurding service after the sale.
Typlically a builder will make two
service calls during the first year af-
ter you move In. These calls are to
make repalrs on non-emergency
problems covered by your warranty.

‘The {lrst call is usually 30 to 120

days after you move in, and the sec-
ond is around the 1ith month, right

workmanship and materiala would
explre, For emergencies, the bulder
should send someone right away, ..

‘When selecting a'bullder, be thor-
ough and a=k a lot of questions. Get
as many speclflcs as possible. If you
receive the answers verbally, take
notes.

Loren K. Swanson is the past
president of the Michigan Associ-
ation of Home Builders, based in
Lansing.
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Ours. Our 41 years

OLYMPUS Corp custom-built homes. If your budget begins
al $150,000 (or more), OLYMPUS wlll buitd on Your lot or

7 R L M
ng in one of

is your of

Dormers or Additions

OLYMPUS is Licensed and Bonded with 41 years of Guaranteed
Satlsfaction. Cali 932-3553 for a courteous response regarding:
* Dormers o Additions ¢ Kitchens @ Patios e Carports s Decks

# Roafing. OLYMPUS offers many Perks such as Free Estimates,
Financial Assistance plus other nceds,

OLYMPUS Corp. is Family Owned and Operated with
Full Time, Year ‘Round Concerned Trades people?

CORP.

OLYMPUS /932-3553

32100 NOATHWESTERN HWY 7 FARMINGTON HILLS, M1
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BRIGHTON

*RANCH & TOWNKOUSE STYLE
CONDOS

*2 & 3 BEDROOMS

+2 CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

* 181 FLOOR LAUNDRY

+ JENN-AIRE APPLIANCES

+ELEGANT MASTER BEDROOM
SUITES WITH WALK.IN CLOSETS

» FULL BASEMENTS

+ SKYLIGHTS

+3 GOLF COUASES

+ALL SPORTS LAKE WITH
PRIVATE BEACH MARINA

+ TENNIS COURTS

- AECREATIONAL AMENITIES

THE FAIRWAYS
CORNER OF CHILSON
AND BRIGHTON ROADS

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday &
Sunday
12-6

‘7[1)‘ urs
1:00 TO 5:00
DAILY
NOON-6:00
WEEKENDS

CLOSED
THURSDAY

"AN EXTRAORDINARY EXPRESSION IN
CLUSTER CONDOMINIUM LIVING”
Magnificent Hilltop Views and Wooded
Secluded Landscapes
Ranch and 1% Story Units Availahle

+ Energy Efficient R-38 Ceilings

+ Porcelain Fixtures « Whirtpool Tubs
» Central Air » Spaclous Cedar Decks
* 2 Car Attached Garage

- Deslgner Kitchens and Baths

Standard
Features
Include:

Upgrades througho

Models Open

and much more

Hours 1-7 pm Daily .

except Thursday -~
: —d

685-1100

frora 31 99,500
344-8808

Sales Center
Models Open Noon - 6:30 p.m.

% % % PHASE IV GRAND OPENING * %

BLUE HERON POIN

Beach front Cluster Homcs in Northville Township

tal clear water for swimming, botln
fishing...a lifestyle you'd love to come -
home tot R

I, paci ranch and 2 story luxu
walkout lower levels and private docks/patios overlooking
calm water and sandy beachfronts. .

HAS

TE

homes with

GRAND OPENING!!!

wil
Keally  situated  adjaeent W Ann
Rl fust nonk of Geddes kd
OPEN DAILY 12.6 P.M.
Lifestyle 3

BROKERS
WELCOME

Ranch and Two Story Condominiums
Starting at only

175,900

auscl Gardens offers Jusurouly appoinied manch and o wory
floor plans The community itsell 1v meticulously landsciped and
1t il simming o, tennis v and gaiehouse ceince
Artbors knely

Dotanical Gandens f you want the very best, varfice
fifestyle In a0 exteptional etung . come visit Lausc)
tianlen inday? Located on the cat side of Dribom




